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UNIT 31
Session 1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Peter, one of Jesus’ original disciples, had grown up in a 
culture where the Jews believed that God only cared about 
them, not the Gentiles. Because of this, most of the Jews 
looked down on the Gentiles and refused to even associate 
with them because Jews believed Gentiles were unclean; 
Gentiles didn’t live the right way to please God. Any Jew 
who did associate with Gentiles did so at the risk of being 
ridiculed by his own people.
 
After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, God shared with 
Peter that He loved not only the Jews, but the Gentiles as 
well. (Acts 10:9-16) Peter took to heart this message from 
God and began associating with Gentiles, even eating with 

Use Week of:

Paul Confronted Peter

BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Gentile believers. That is, until some Jewish believers came 
around. When he was among Jews, Peter did not eat with 
the Gentiles and even told them they were supposed to 
follow certain Jewish laws. But he knew that was not true! 
Peter also led Barnabas, known for encouraging believers 
and bringing them together, into acting the same way.
 
When the apostle Paul learned about this, he confronted 
Peter in person. Paul reminded Peter that they both knew 
that God accepts people not based on how they live but by 
faith. (Rom. 3:21-22) Peter’s actions contradicted that core 
gospel message. 
 
Paul shared this story with the believers in Galatia (a major 
province of Rome in modern Turkey) to remind them, and 
us, of the same truth. Salvation is not based on ethnicity or 
external obedience to the law. Salvation comes from faith in 
Jesus Christ, a faith that is freely available to people of every 
tongue, tribe, and nation. 
 
As you teach preschoolers this week, encourage them not 
to wonder if they have what it takes to be saved. Salvation 
is found in Jesus. Remind them that because God loves all 
people, we—in Jesus—can love all people too.

Check out the video 
“The Big Story” for 
a picture of this 
quarter’s part in 
God’s big story of 
redemption.
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Paul Confronted Peter
Galatians 2:11-21

Paul was a follower of Jesus, and he worked hard to tell 
people all over the world about Jesus. He told Jews and 
Gentiles, or people who were not Jews, what was true.

Paul wrote a letter to the people at the church in 
Galatia (guh LAY shuh). Most of the people in that church 
were not Jews. In his letter, Paul told a story about Peter.

Peter followed Jesus, too. Peter knew what was true: 
God loves and accepts all people. He loves Jews and 
Gentiles. Peter ate meals with the Gentile believers. But 
when the Jewish believers were around, Peter did not 
eat with the Gentiles. The Jewish believers thought the 
Gentiles needed to follow the same rules as the Jews. 
Their idea was wrong, but Peter pretended to agree with 
the Jews because he was afraid of them.

Paul said that Peter was doing the wrong thing. Paul 
said to Peter, “You are a Jew. You know that people aren’t 
saved from sin by following rules; they are saved through 
faith in Jesus! Why would you make the Gentiles think 
they have to obey all the Jewish rules to be saved?

Paul told Peter, “Our people tried to obey the rules 
perfectly to make God happy, but we could not obey 
perfectly! We are sinners. The rules showed me that I 
need Jesus to save me from sin. Because of Jesus, I can 
live for God.”

Paul also said, “The way I used to live is gone. Jesus gave 
me new life, and I trust in Him. Jesus loves me and gave up 
His life for me.”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Pantomime 
writing a letter: 
Invite a leader to 
pantomime writing 
a letter as you narrate 
the story. You may 
invite two other leaders 
to pantomime Paul 
confronting Peter. 

• Follow the rules: Tell 
preschoolers you will 
give them some rules 
to follow while you tell 
the Bible story. Possible 
rules include keeping 
head completely still, 
tapping knee with one 
finger, never taking 
eyes off the storyteller. 
Help preschoolers 
understand that no 
matter how hard we try 
to follow the rules, we 
will always break some 
of God’s rules, and so we 
need Jesus.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Peter did the wrong thing by hiding his 
friendship with the Gentiles. The good news about Jesus is for 
everyone, and we should love everyone. Paul said that only Jesus 
can save people from sin. No matter how hard we try to follow 
the rules, we will always break some of God’s rules and so we 
need Jesus.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover how 
God’s Word can 

help them grow in 
the gospel. Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul Confronted Peter
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to circle the 10 things that do not 
belong in the Bible story picture.
SAY • What did you notice is wrong with this picture? In 

today’s Bible story, Paul told a story about something 
Peter was doing wrong. Listen to our Bible story to 
hear what Peter was doing.

Play a confusing game
Tell preschoolers that you will call out actions for them 
to complete. Explain that sometimes your words will not 
match your actions, so children must be careful to do only 
what you say, not what they see you doing. As you call out 
each action, vary demonstrating the action or doing another 
action. Use the following suggestions or create your own: 

• Say “stand up” while you sit down. 

• “Take My Life and Let It 
Be” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “What’s Wrong 
Here?” activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

LOW PREP
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• Say “hop on one foot” while you touch your toes.
• Say “touch your nose” while you pat your belly.
• Say “clap your hands” while you flap your arms.

SAY • Was it confusing knowing what to do when my 
action did not match my words? In today’s Bible 
story, Paul told how Peter confused the Gentile 
believers by acting in a way that did not match the 
truth of the gospel. Listen to hear what it was. 

Set a table relay 
Before the session, cover two tables in paper. Set each table 
using two to four paper plates, napkins, plastic cups, forks, 
and spoons. Draw an outline around each object in its 
rightful place. Remove the items from the table, leaving 
only the outlines on the paper.

Form two teams on the opposite side of the room from 
the tables. Give each team a bag that contains two to four 
paper plates, napkins, plastic cups, forks, and spoons. One 
child from each team will run to place an item on her 
team’s table and then return to the end of the line. The 
next preschooler in line will take another item to the table. 
Preschoolers will continue until their table is set.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Paul told how Peter ate meals 

with the non-Jewish believers. But when the Jewish 
believers were around, Peter did not eat with the 
Gentiles. Listen to our Bible story to hear why Peter 
did this and why it was wrong. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy.

• large sheets of paper, 2
• marker
• 1 bag per team 

containing 2 to 4 paper 
plates, napkins, forks, 
cups, spoons

• tape (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Call on preschoolers to tell about a rule in their home. 
SAY • God gives us rules in the Bible. God’s rules are for 

our good. In today’s Bible story, Paul explained how 
God’s rules show us that we need Jesus to save us 
from sin. Listen to the Bible story.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Galatians 2 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • No other book is as important as the Bible because the 

Bible is the only book with God’s words in it. God’s 
Word is true. Today’s Bible story is in Galatians. 

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling helps. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone. 

People are not saved from sin by following rules; they 
are saved through faith in Jesus! We are sinners. We 
cannot obey God’s rules perfectly. The rules show us 
that we need Jesus to save us from sin. 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• “Paul Confronted Peter” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Teach THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul Confronted Peter
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.
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Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Whom did Peter eat with when the Jewish believers 
were not around? (Gentile believers) 

2. What did the Jewish believers think the Gentile 
believers needed to do? (keep the same rules as the 
Jews) 

3. Why did Peter not eat with the Gentile believers 
when the Jewish believers were around? (He was 
afraid of the Jewish believers.) 

4. Can people obey God’s rules perfectly? (no) 
5. Whom do we need to save us from sin? (Jesus)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • If we are sinners and cannot obey God’s rules, why 

does God want us to obey Him? We obey because 
God loves us. We don’t keep the rules to earn God’s 
love; God already loves us. Jesus kept all the rules for 
us! We obey because we want to show Him that we 
love Him back. 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Galatians 2:20. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“F-A-I-T-H.”
SAY • Our key passage is some of the words Paul wrote to 

the church in Galatia. He said, “The way I used to 
live is gone. Jesus gave me new life, and I trust in 
Him. Jesus loves me and gave up His life for me.” 
The new way we live is by faith in Jesus.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “F-A-I-T-H” song
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Experience THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul Confronted Peter 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

“Write” with yarn
Cut yarn into 4-inch lengths for each child. Write JESUS 
with glue on a sheet of construction paper. Invite a 
preschooler to place the lengths of yarn on the glue lines to 
“write” JESUS.
SAY • Paul wrote a letter to the people at the church in 

Galatia. Most of the people in that church were not 
Jews. Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus 
alone. The good news about Jesus is for everyone, 
and we should love everyone. Only Jesus can save 
people from sin. No matter how hard we try to 
follow the rules, we will always break some of God’s 
rules and so we need Jesus.

Make a place mat 
Write Welcome in the center of a sheet of construction paper 
for each preschooler. Set out scraps of colorful paper. Invite 
preschoolers to rip off pieces of paper and glue them to the 
place mat, trying not to cover your writing. When each 
child finishes decorating her place mat, seal it between two 
sheets of clear contact plastic and trim the excess. Suggest 
that preschoolers set this place mat out when they serve 
guests in their homes.

• yarn 
• scissors (adult use)
• construction paper
• glue

LOW PREP

• construction paper
• marker
• glue stick
• clear contact plastic
• scissors
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SAY • Peter ate meals with the Gentile believers. But when 
the Jewish believers were around, Peter did not eat 
with the Gentiles. Peter did the wrong thing by 
hiding his friendship with the Gentiles. Paul wrote 
that we are saved through Jesus alone. The good 
news about Jesus is for everyone, and we should love 
everyone. We can welcome all people to eat with us!

Play out having a meal 
Set out toy food, toy plates, toy cups, toy bowls, and toy 
utensils. Invite preschoolers to play out enjoying a meal 
with friends. Review the Bible story as preschoolers play. 
SAY • Peter should have eaten with the Gentile believers 

whether the Jewish believers were there or not. Paul 
wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone. The 
Jewish believers were wrong to think the Gentiles 
needed to follow the same rules as them. The rules 
show us that we need Jesus to save us from sin. No 
matter how hard we try to follow the rules, we will 
always break some of God’s rules and so we need 
Jesus.

Sort utensils
Set out a variety of utensils in different shapes and colors. 
Invite preschoolers to sort the utensils by type, use, color, 
shape, or size.
SAY • What do you use when you eat? Peter ate meals with 

the Gentile believers but tried to hide his friendship 
with the Gentiles from the Jewish believers. What 
Peter did was wrong. Paul wrote that we are saved 
through Jesus alone. The good news about Jesus is 
for everyone, and we should love everyone. 

• toy food
• toy plates
• toy cups
• toy bowls
• toy utensils

• variety of utensils in 
different shapes and 
colors 

• sorting bins 

Tip: Avoid utensils 
with sharp edges.
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Investigate people from around the world
Print two sets of “People Cards” onto heavyweight paper 
and cut out the cards. Arrange the cards facedown for older 
preschoolers or faceup for younger preschoolers. Encourage 
children to take turns choosing pairs of cards to discover a 
match. Observe and discuss the different types of people as 
they overturn each card.

Invite preschoolers to unfold a map, turn pages in an 
atlas, or gently spin a globe. Show the difference between 
land and water. Locate your country, state, or town. Point 
to various regions throughout the world and mention that 
all kinds of people live all over the world.
SAY • The good news about Jesus is for everyone, and we 

should love everyone. Peter did the wrong thing by 
hiding his friendship with the Gentiles. He made the 
Gentiles think they had to obey all the Jewish rules 
about what to eat and how to live to be saved. Paul 
wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone. Only 
Jesus can save people from sin. No matter how hard 
we try to follow the rules, we will always break some 
of God’s rules and so we need Jesus.

• “People Cards” 
printable, 2 sets

• heavyweight paper
• maps (optional) 
• atlas (optional) 
• globe (optional) 
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve a snack. Talk about how wonderful it is to all 
eat together as people who know and love Jesus. Remind 
preschoolers that the good news about Jesus is for everyone, 
and we should love everyone. Paul wrote that we are saved 
through Jesus alone. Only Jesus can save people from sin.

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Invite preschoolers to think of a rule that they have 
a hard time obeying. Offer the journal page and invite 
preschoolers to draw a picture of Jesus keeping that rule. 
Remind preschoolers that our inability to obey the rules 
shows us that we need Jesus to save us from sin. Pray for the 
children.
SAY • God, no matter how hard we try to follow the rules, 

we still break them. We are sinners. We need Jesus to 
save us from sin. Thank You that the only thing we 
need to do to be saved from sin is to put our trust in 
Your Son, Jesus. Help us to do that. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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