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Children of God
Romans 8:12-39 

MAIN POINT: WHEN WE TRUST IN JESUS, GOD GIVES US THE HOLY SPIRIT 
AND MAKES US HIS CHILDREN.

Paul wrote a letter to the believers in Rome. He wanted to make sure 
they believed the right things about Jesus. Paul also wanted believers to 
remember how they should live.

Paul wrote that when we trust in Jesus, God gives us the Holy Spirit 
and makes us His children. That changes everything about how we think 
and what we do.

Paul explained that the Holy Spirit helps believers say no to sin, and He 
gives us power to live in a way that pleases God. The Holy Spirit makes us 
God’s children! We do not need to be afraid of God; He is like a Father. 
He loves us! Because we are part of God’s family, our future is incredibly 
bright. One day we will be with Him forever.

Paul wrote that the Holy Spirit helps us when we are weak. He helps us 
pray when we don’t know what words to say. He is changing us to be more 
like Jesus.

God the Father gave us the greatest gift—Jesus—and we know He 
will give us everything we need. God loves us, and nothing can separate 
us from His love. Death cannot separate us from His love. Life cannot 
separate us from His love. No enemy power can separate us; nothing in all 
of creation can separate us from the love of God that is in Jesus.

Christ Connection: God is changing believers to be more like Jesus. We are God’s 
children—freed from sin, given power to do what is right, and adopted into God’s 
family. Because Jesus died on the cross, God the Father welcomes us and promises a 
future with Him forever.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• How do we become children of God?

• How does being in God’s family 
change how we think and act?

• Can anything separate us from God’s 
love?
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Adopted ABCs
Add or subtract from the letters to reveal who we are when we trust in Jesus.

Part of the Family
Circle the things we enjoy as children of God.

the presence of the Holy Spirit

slavery to sin

power to say no to sin

power to live in a way that pleases God

hope

fear

a loving heavenly Father

anxiety

forgiveness from sin

uncertainty

a bright future with God

future glory with Jesus

adoption into God’s family

everything we need

separation from God
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A Transformed Mind
Romans 12:1-18; 1 Corinthians 1:9; Philippians 1:3-7

MAIN POINT: GOD WANTS US TO SHOW FRIENDSHIP AND LOVE 
TO ONE ANOTHER.

Paul wrote a letter to the believers in Rome about how they should live 
differently than people who do not trust in Jesus. Paul said that God calls believers 
to be friends with one another and to show love to everyone.

Paul reminded the believers that God is merciful. He shows us love even 
though we are sinners and do not deserve His love. Paul said, “So live in a way that 
pleases God. Do not let the unbelievers around you change how you think. Let 
God change how you think. The Holy Spirit lives inside you. He shows you the 
right way to live, and you will know God’s good plan for you.

“Do not think you are better or worse than you really are. Not every believer is 
the same. God gives faith to all believers, and not everyone has the same amount 
of faith. God gives each believer different gifts. Believers must work together, like 
different parts of a body working together. We are all one body in Jesus.”

Our job is to love one another like a family. Paul wrote, “If someone is happy, 
we are happy with him. If he is sad, we are sad with him. Get along with one 
another as much as possible.”

Later, Paul was in prison in Rome. He wrote a letter to Christians in Philippi. 
The Christians helped Paul by sending him money and praying for him. Paul 
knew that God was changing them to be more like Jesus.

Christ Connection: God wants us to show friendship and love to one another. As 
believers, we all belong to Jesus. His death and resurrection bring us together. The 
Holy Spirit changes the way we think and live so we can love one another as God has 
loved us.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• How does the Holy Spirit change us 
when we trust in Jesus?

• How does God want us to treat one 
another? Why?

• How did God show love and 
friendship to us?
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Word of the Day | Write the first letter of each picture in the box above it. Then circle the correct definition for the code word.

changed in a minor way so that it works better

continued to be the same as before

changed completely and usually in a good way

Show It!
Draw examples of how you can show 

friendship and love to others.
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The Fruit of the Spirit
Galatians 5:16-26

MAIN POINT: THE HOLY SPIRIT CHANGES THE WAY WE THINK 
AND ACT TO BE MORE LIKE JESUS.

Paul wrote a letter to the Christians in Galatia. Paul explained that God 
changes people who trust in Jesus. God gives them the Holy Spirit, who guides 
them and gives them power to become more like Jesus.

Paul wrote that the Holy Spirit changes the way we think and act. He wanted 
believers to know that if you let the Holy Spirit guide you, you will do what God 
wants instead of what you want.

When sin is in control, we do wrong things. We show hatred, jealousy, anger, 
selfishness, and greed. We fight and get into trouble. People who live like this will 
not enter God’s kingdom.

But Jesus frees us from the power of sin. His Holy Spirit lives in us and gives us 
power to do what is right. When the Holy Spirit is in control, people choose love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
These actions are the fruit of the Spirit. This fruit pleases God.

The more we know Jesus, the more we will want to live to please God. Since 
the Holy Spirit lives in us, we must let the Holy Spirit guide us.

Christ Connection: When we trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit begins to change us. 
Paul told the believers in the Galatian church how to recognize that God is working 
in someone’s life. People who are saved by Jesus become more like Him, and the Holy 
Spirit gives them power to say no to sin and to live in a way that pleases God.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• Do you see any fruit of the Spirit in 
your family members? If so, what 
fruit?

• Talk about how you changed after 
becoming a believer.

• As unbelievers, sin controlled us. As 
believers, who is in control now?
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Decision Tree
Look at the fruit. Then use the decision tree to determine what type of tree 
the fruit came from. Circle the answer you find.

Fruit Scramble
Check out Galatians 5:22-23. Then unscramble the 
fruit of the Spirit.
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The Armor of God
Ephesians 6:10-19

MAIN POINT: GOD GIVES US WHAT WE NEED 
TO STAND STRONG AGAINST EVIL.

“Be strong! God is strong, and He will give you strength.” Paul wrote these 
words in a letter to the church at Ephesus. Paul was in prison in Rome, and he 
knew from experience that the Christian life was not an easy life. In fact, the 
Christian life is like a battle. The battle is against evil.

Paul told believers how to fight. “Put on the full armor of God,” he said. “It 
will help you stand up against the Devil, who is trying to trick you.”

Evil is strong, but God is stronger. These are the pieces of God’s armor:
First, truth is like a belt around our waist. We know what is true because God 

has told us about Himself in His Word.
Second, righteousness is like armor on our chest. God gives us righteousness 

when we trust in Jesus.
Third, Paul said, “Be ready with the gospel—like sandals on your feet.” We 

must always be ready to tell others the gospel.
Fourth, faith is like a shield. We should take it with us wherever we go to help 

protect ourselves from the evil one’s attacks. This evil one—the Devil—wants us to 
doubt God or believe what is not true. God gives us faith to help us trust in Him 
and obey Him.

Finally, Paul said, “Salvation is like your helmet, and God’s Word is like your 
sword.” A helmet protects your head. We should remember that God has saved us. 
A sword helps us fight off enemies. God’s Word, the Bible, is a strong sword! The 
Bible tells us what is true and the Holy Spirit helps us do what it says.

When we use this armor, we must remember to pray. God will show us how to 
be ready and how to live for Him.

Christ Connection: Paul told believers to be ready to fight a spiritual battle each 
and every day. People and powers who are against God will be against us too. But Jesus 
died and rose from the dead. He had victory over evil. We can fight the battle against 
evil, knowing Jesus already won the war.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• What does the Bible say our Christian 
battle is against? (See Ephesians 6:12.)

• What does God give us to stand 
strong against evil?

• How can we remember what is true 
about God and about ourselves?
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Ready to Fight
Use the key to decode what kind of battle 
believers need to be ready to fight.

The Armor of God
Look up each Scripture reference and 

write how Paul describes each piece 
of the full armor of God.
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A Cheerful Giver
2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15

MAIN POINT: GOD IS GENEROUS TO US, SO WE CAN 
BE GENEROUS TO OTHERS.

Paul was collecting money for the believers in Jerusalem. They needed help! 
Paul wrote a letter to his dear friends in the church at Corinth to ask for help. He 
told them about the ways he had seen God’s grace in the churches in Macedonia. 
Paul said that even though the believers were poor, they gave as much as they 
could to help others.

Paul encouraged the believers at Corinth to give in the same way. Giving is one 
way we can show we love God. Paul gave an even better example: Jesus, who was 
rich with glory and honor in heaven, gave that up and became poor by coming to 
earth to help us. Jesus did this so that we, who had nothing, could become rich. 
Now we have salvation and eternal life in Jesus.

Paul said that how much a person gives is not as important as his attitude 
about giving. “God loves a cheerful giver,” he said. He encouraged the Corinthians 
to give what they decided is right.

Paul reminded them that God gives us everything we need. Everything we have 
is a gift from God. God might give us wealth so we can share it. When we give 
to the church, the church uses what we give to help people in need. Then those 
people will thank God for the gifts they receive.

Paul taught that meeting needs generously and cheerfully shows that you 
believe the good news about Jesus. He said, “Let’s thank God for the most 
wonderful gift of all—His Son, Jesus!”

Christ Connection: God has been merciful and generous to us. He gave us the 
greatest gift—His own Son. Jesus showed us what generosity looks like when He gave up 
His life to save us from sin. Because of Jesus, we can be merciful and generous to others.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• How has God been generous to you?

• Why do you think God wants us to 
give cheerfully?

• How can you give your time and 
abilities to serve the church?
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Ways to Give | List ways you can give generously to others.

Stair Maze
Find the path to the top of the maze. The correct path 
follows the words of today’s main point.

In your community:

1.

2.

3.

In your school:

1.

2.

3.

In your home:

1.

2.

3.
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Heroes of Faith
Hebrews 11:1–12:2

MAIN POINT: THE BIBLE TELLS US ABOUT PEOPLE WHO LIVED BY FAITH.

In the Book of Hebrews, we find a list of people who lived by faith. Faith 
is being sure that what we hope for will actually happen. Faith is obeying God 
because we trust Him.

Many people in the Bible had faith, and this pleased God. Abel had faith when 
he gave an offering to God, and God accepted his offering.

Noah had faith too. He obeyed God by building an ark to rescue his family. 
Noah trusted that God was telling the truth when He said a flood was coming. 
God was pleased with Noah.

Abraham had faith when God called him to leave his home. Abraham did not 
know where he was going, but he obeyed God.

Abraham’s wife Sarah had faith. She trusted God to give her a family even 
though she was too old to have children. God gave them a family as numerous as 
the stars in the sky.

Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses had faith. Rahab had faith when she hid the 
Israelite spies in Jericho. King David had faith too. All of these people trusted 
God, and so did many others. 

We know today that God has a great plan. He kept His promise to send the 
Messiah—His own Son, Jesus—to rescue people from sin. Jesus gives us faith. We 
can look to Him because in Him, all of God’s promises will come true.

Christ Connection: The Bible gives examples of people who had faith, but the true 
hero of the Bible is Jesus. Jesus looked forward to the joy that would come because of the 
cross. Because of Jesus, the things the faithful people in the Bible looked forward to will 
come true. We know that Jesus will come back one day because God always keeps His 
promises.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• What is faith?

• How did people in the Bible show 
they had faith?

• How can you show your faith in how 
you live?
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Seek and Find Word Search
Find and circle the names listed. Then unscramble any letters in dark boxes that you did not circle to reveal a special name.

Hall of Faith
Look up each Bible reference. Then draw a line to match the reference with a person mentioned in Hebrews 11.
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