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Paul Confronted Peter
Galatians 2:11-21

MAIN POINT: PAUL WROTE THAT WE ARE SAVED 
THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS ALONE.

To help them know what is true, Paul wrote a letter to the believers at the 
church of Galatia (guh LAY shuh). The Christians there were mostly Gentiles. In 
his letter, Paul told the believers about Peter’s poor choice. 

Peter was a follower of Jesus. He knew that God accepted Gentiles and Jews, 
and he ate meals with the Gentile believers. But when the Jewish believers were 
around, Peter did not eat with the Gentiles. He pretended to believe that Gentiles 
were supposed to follow certain Jewish rules, even though that was not true. 

Paul wrote that Peter was wrong to do that. Paul wrote that we are saved 
through faith in Jesus alone. 

Paul met with Peter and said in front of everyone there that God does not 
accept people because they follow His law or obey certain rules. God accepts both 
Jews and Gentiles who have faith in Jesus.

The law showed Paul that he needed Jesus to save him from sin. Because of 
Jesus, Paul and Peter and every other believer can choose to live for God.

“If we could be saved by obeying the law,” said Paul, “Jesus did not need to 
die.”

Christ Connection: Peter was wrong to separate himself from the Gentiles. The 
gospel is for everyone, and we should show love to everyone. Paul reminded Peter that 
only Jesus can save people from sin. God accepts people who have faith in Jesus, not 
people who try to earn salvation on their own.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• What does it mean to be justified? 
Are people justified by faith or works?

• Why is it good news that we are 
justified by faith rather than by 
works? 

• If we aren’t justified by works, why 
does God want us to obey Him?
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Different Than
Circle your preference in each pair. Then find someone for each pair who chose differently than you.

cat dog

day night

bike car

piano guitar

pizza salad

Maze Match
Complete each sentence 
by following the paths.
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The Church Was Divided
1 Corinthians 1:10-31

MAIN POINT: PAUL WROTE THAT CHRISTIANS ARE JOINED TOGETHER 
BY FAITH IN JESUS.

Paul started the Corinthian church and stayed there for about a year and a half. 
Then he traveled on to keep preaching the good news of Jesus. 

Six years later, Paul heard that the church in Corinth was struggling. So Paul 
wrote a letter to help the church solve its problems.

The believers in Corinth were divided. Paul said that the believers should not 
be divided; they should all agree on what they believe. Paul wrote that Christians 
are joined together by faith in Jesus.

“Is Jesus divided?” Paul asked. Of course not! Jesus died on the cross, and the 
believers were baptized in Jesus’ name. They should come together because of the 
gospel. Believers all agree that Jesus is Lord, so Paul said they should get along and 
love one another.

Paul encouraged his friends in Corinth to think about the fact that God chose 
them to be in His family. God did not choose anyone because of that person’s 
wisdom or power or family.

Paul said that God saves people who trust in Jesus. No one can earn salvation, 
so no one can brag about being saved. If the Corinthian believers wanted 
something to be proud of, they could be proud of Jesus and what He has done.

Christ Connection: Paul told believers in the Corinthian church to come together 
because of the gospel of Jesus. He reminded them that Jesus saves sinners. Because of 
Jesus and what He has done, believers can humbly come together as one body.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• Why is it important for Christians to 
be united?

• Whom should Christians follow? 
Why?
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Puzzle Pie
Match each loose piece with the spot 
it belongs in the puzzle.

Group Grid
Divide the grid into four sections, each section containing four 
squares. Each section must contain each phrase in the main 
point: Paul wrote that Christians are joined together by 
faith in Jesus. Phrases may appear out of order.
(Hint: We’ve done the first one for you.)

4
© 2017 LifeWay



F
O

L
D

The Church Showed Favoritism
James 2:1-13

MAIN POINT: JAMES CALLS US TO TREAT PEOPLE WITH MERCY 
BECAUSE JESUS SHOWS US MERCY.

James was a leader in the Jerusalem church. He wrote a letter to the Jewish 
believers who had moved to many different places. He told them the way believers 
should live. People who trust Jesus show that they really believe in Him by doing 
good and right things.

One important right thing, James taught, is to not show favoritism. That 
means we should treat everyone the same. No person is more important or less 
important than any other person.

James said, “Imagine you are meeting together and a man comes in wearing a 
gold ring and fancy clothes. Then a poor man in old, dirty clothes comes in, too. 
Is it right to pay attention to the man in fancy clothes and give him a chair to sit 
in, but say to the poor man ‘Stand over there,’ or ‘Sit on the floor’? If you do this, 
you have treated one man better than the other.”

James said that God does not show favoritism. 
God taught us His law: Love your neighbor as yourself. Anyone who treats one 

person better than another person breaks God’s law. 
James told the believers to show mercy to others because they had been shown 

mercy. They were sinners, but God forgave their sins through His Son, Jesus.

Christ Connection: When believers in the early church treated some people as 
better than others, James told them they were wrong. He reminded them that Jesus 
commanded believers to love one another. Because He has shown great mercy to us, we 
can show mercy to others.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• Why is it unloving to show 
favoritism?

• When is it easy to show favoritism?

• Whom can you show more of Jesus’ 
love to this week?
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Code Word
Write the first letter of each picture in the box above it. Then circle the correct definition for the code word.

a. feeling of liking for everyone equally

b. not favoring one side over another

c. giving special treatment to a person or group
All the Same
Find and circle the shadow that matches the 
people from the Bible story.

Write today’s main point here: 
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Love One Another
1 John 3:10-18

MAIN POINT: JOHN WROTE THAT OTHERS WILL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS 
BECAUSE WE LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

As one of Jesus’ closest friends, the apostle John had lived alongside Jesus. He 
knew who Jesus really was, and he wrote a letter to help believers understand that 
Jesus was—and is—the Son of God.

John showed that God is love. If believers truly love God, they will also love 
one another—and that love must be shown in what believers say and do.

John said that people who are God’s children live differently than people who 
are not God’s children. Others will know we are Christians because we show love 
to one another.

John explained that people who do not love others are controlled by the power 
of death. God has set every believer free from the power of death. He has loved us 
and has given us life, so we can love one another.

We know what love is because Jesus showed us. He laid down His life for 
us. Because of Jesus’ power, we can—and should—love like that too. When we 
have something that our brother needs, we should give it to him. If someone has 
enough to help but turns away and does nothing, does that person really know 
God’s love?

John said that we must not just talk about loving others. We must love them by 
our actions and by telling them the truth.

Christ Connection: John wrote a letter to teach believers in the church about the 
importance of showing love. Love is more than feelings or words—it is an action. Jesus 
showed God’s love for us when He died on the cross to rescue people from sin.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• Where does love come from?

• What does love look like? How did 
God show His love for us?

• Why do you think Jesus said, “By this 
everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another”? 
(See John 13:35.)
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Fill in the Pieces
Write each piece’s number in the space where it belongs.

Color Connection
Fill in the letters in order according to their colors to 

complete the main point of today’s Bible story.
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Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14

MAIN POINT: PAUL ENCOURAGED CHURCH LEADERS 
TO TEACH GOD’S WORD.

Before Jesus went to heaven, He told His followers that the Holy Spirit would 
give them power to share the gospel. That is exactly what happened! The early 
church grew, spreading out in different cities as more and more people heard the 
gospel and trusted in Jesus. The believers met together as churches, and leaders 
taught them about God and about how Christians should live.

Paul wrote letters to some of the leaders in the church. Two of these leaders 
were Timothy and Titus. Timothy was a leader at the church in Ephesus.

Paul reminded Timothy to not let anyone look down on him because he was 
young. Timothy could show people how to live, how to love, and how to trust 
God.

Paul also taught Timothy to read the Scriptures to the believers in the church. 
Timothy could teach God’s Word and always be ready to share the gospel.

Titus was a Gentile believer and leader. When Paul wrote to Titus, he explained 
why believers should live in a way that pleases God.

Paul explained that God is gracious to sinners. God gave us what we do not 
deserve when He provided the way for people to be saved from sin. Jesus died on 
the cross to rescue us from sin and death, and we want to do what is good because 
He loves us. We know that one day Jesus will come again.

Christ Connection: Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus advice and to help all 
church leaders know how to lead God’s people. Church leaders help believers know 
what is true, and they serve the church by following the example of Jesus, who served us 
by dying on the cross for our sins.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• Why is God’s Word so important?

• How can we know if a leader is 
teaching something besides God’s 
Word?

• How do church leaders serve the 
church? How can we serve?
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Leading in Life
Draw pictures of the person or 
people who are leaders in each of 
these places.

Draw yourself in the fourth circle 
and write in a place you are a 
leader or where you might like to 
be a leader one day.

Two Church Leaders
Mark whether each statement Paul wrote was for Timothy or Titus. Use the reference to determine if the statement 
came from 1 Timothy or Titus.

1.
 “ Set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in 

love, in faith, and in purity.” ( _______________ 4:12)

2. 
“ The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 

people.” ( ______________ 2:11)

3. 
“ He gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness 

and to cleanse for himself a people for his own 
possession, eager to do good works.” ( ______________ 2:14)

4.
 “ Pay close attention to your life and your teaching.”  

( ______________ 4:16)
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