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5 Leader BIBLE STUDY

Paul and Silas had been released from prison in Philippi 
(FIH lih pigh). Before leaving the city, they met with 
believers at Lydia’s house and encouraged them. Then they 
traveled to Thessalonica and stopped at the synagogue 
to explain to the Jews that Jesus is the Messiah. A large 
number of Greeks and influential women believed in Jesus.

Before long, Jews in the city became jealous and forced Paul 
and Silas out of the city. Even though the Jews opposed 

Paul Preached in Europe

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-34
MAIN POINT: Paul taught the people in Athens about the one true God.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.

TELL  
THE STORY 

(15–20 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE  
THE STORY 

(25–30 MINUTES)
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REVIEW  
THE STORY

(10+ MINUTES)
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

5

Paul’s preaching, the number of believers in Thessalonica 
grew and the church there was established.

Paul made his way through Berea, where people heard the 
gospel and believed. The Jews from Thessalonica followed 
him and caused trouble, so Paul went to Athens. Athens—
about 200 miles from Berea—was a cultural center. People 
in Athens loved to hear about and study the latest ideas. 
The Jews and the philosophers in the city were interested 
in what Paul had to say, but Paul was troubled by what he 
saw. Athens was full of idols to every kind of god. There was 
even an altar to an unknown god.

The people obviously had a religious desire. Paul knew that 
their hunger for God could be satisfied—in Jesus. Paul 
began preaching, telling the people that they worshiped a 
god they did not know. He said that people can know God! 
God made the world and everything in it! “We ought not 
to think that God is like gold or silver or stone, an image 
formed by the art and imagination of man,” Paul said.

Then Paul told them about Jesus and how God wanted 
them to turn away from their sins. Some people made fun 
of Paul, but others believed. Paul explained God’s plan 
of salvation. God is not like the Greek idols. Only God 
deserves our worship! Because Jesus took the punishment 
for our sin, we can know God.
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Paul Preached in Europe
Acts 17:16-34

God sent Paul to the city of Athens to tell people 
about Jesus. When Paul got there, he was upset! The 
people in Athens did not worship the one true God. They 
worshiped false gods instead. Paul told the people about 
Jesus. He told them that Jesus died and came back to life. 
Jesus is alive!

The people wanted to know more. They had an altar 
where they worshiped a god they did not know. Paul told 
them that he knew who God is. “I will tell you about the 
one true God,” he said.

Paul said, “God made everything. God made all the 
people of the world, and He loves them. God is so big! 
God is bigger than any temple. He is not made of gold 
or silver or stone. God wants everyone to turn away from 
their sin and turn to Him. 

Paul said that God sent Jesus to rescue people from 
sin. He said Jesus had died and come back to life, and 
some of the people laughed. Some people wanted to hear 
more later. And some people believed Paul’s words, and 
they believed in Jesus.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Display a map: 
Show a map of Paul’s 
missionary journeys. 
Trace Paul’s second 
journey as you tell 
the Bible story.

• Use a prop: Set 
up a large cardboard 
box beside the 
teaching area. Write 
unknown god on the 
side of the box. At 
the appropriate part 
of the Bible story, 
draw a big cross over 
“unknown god” and 
write Jesus is the one 
true God.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Paul taught the people in Athens about 
the one true God. He told them that Jesus died on the cross and 
is alive! People can know God because Jesus brings us into God’s 
family.

123The God Who Sends

© 2017 LifeWay



Tell THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Kingdom Kid” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “Children of the Kingdom.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Explain that you will ask some very difficult questions 
that the children may not know the answer to. Suggested 
questions include “Who was the 17th American president?” 
(Andrew Johnson), “How many galaxies are in the universe?” 
(around 2 trillion), or “What is the world’s smallest bird?” 
(bee hummingbird)
SAY • In our Bible story today, the people in Athens did not 

know the correct answer to the question, “Who is 
God?” They worshiped false gods. Paul taught the 
people in Athens about the one true God. 

Open your Bible to Acts 17. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut out a lip shape from red or pink construction paper 

• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “Children of the 

Kingdom” song 

• Bible
• “Paul Preached 

in Europe” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• pink or red 
construction paper

• scissors
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “You Will Be My 

Witnesses” song
• paper
• marker
• tape

SESSION TITLE: Paul Preached in Europe
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-34
MAIN POINT: Paul taught the people in Athens about the one true God.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.
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and place it at Acts 1:8. Invite a few volunteers to come up 
one at a time and open your Bible to the key passage. 

Write each word of the key passage on a sheet of paper. 
Tape the words in order on the floor. Invite a child to 
“walk” the key passage while you say each word as she steps. 
SAY • A witness uses his mouth. Witnesses tell others what 

they have seen or experienced. The people in Athens 
did not know about Jesus. Paul came to be a witness 
to what was true about Jesus. 

Sing the key passage song together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Paul traveled all the way to Athens to tell the people 

there about the one true God. He told them that 
Jesus died on the cross and is alive! Some people 
believed Paul, and some did not. But Paul was still 
happy to share the good news! God wants us to share 
the good news too! How do people hear about Jesus? 
God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Paul taught the people in Athens about the one 

true God. He told them that Jesus died on the cross 
and is alive! People can know God because Jesus 
brings us into God’s family.

Sing “Children of the Kingdom” and “Everywhere I Go” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “I Will Stand.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, help us remember that there are people around 

the world who do not know who Jesus is. Make us 
willing to go anywhere and do anything to spread the 
good news to all people. 

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Children of the 

Kingdom” song
• “Everywhere I Go” 

song
• “I Will Stand” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Paul Preached in Europe
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-34
MAIN POINT: Paul taught the people in Athens about the one true God.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.

Experience THE STORY

Decide which is bigger
Explain to preschoolers that you will name two things 
and children should decide which is bigger. Point to the 
designated side of the room for each thing as you name 
it. Choices: elephant/bird, cow/cat, monkey/mouse, boat/
bicycle, and so forth 
SAY • Which is bigger: God or you? [Allow preschoolers 

to move to the correct side.] Paul told the people in 
Athens how God made everything and is bigger than 
everything. Paul taught the people in Athens about 
the one true God. God also made everyone and 
loves everyone. God wants everyone to know about 
His Son, Jesus.

Build with blocks
Provide blocks for children to build the city of Athens. 
Remind preschoolers that Athens was filled with idols the 
people had built to worship false gods. 
SAY • The people of Athens built idols to gods that are not 

real. They even built an altar where they worshiped 
a god they did not know. Paul taught the people in 
Athens about the one true God. Some people made 
fun, some wanted to hear more, and some believed. 

• 
LOW PREP

• blocks

LOW PREP
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Sing “Jesus Loves Me”
Invite preschoolers to sing “Jesus Loves Me” and perform 
simple hand motions. If you are unfamiliar with the lyrics 
or hand motions, check them out online before class.
SAY • The people in Athens did not know Jesus loved them 

until Paul told them. He told them that Jesus died 
on the cross and is alive! Paul taught the people of 
Athens about the one true God.

Learn and name facts about animals
Bring a smartphone, tablet, or laptop to class. Invite a 
preschooler to name an animal. Look online for pictures, 
videos and fun facts about that animal. Ask children what 
they know about the animal. Read any facts they did not 
mention. Then ask children what they know about God 
and how they know it is true. 
SAY • You knew some facts about these animals. The people 

in Athens did not know anything about Jesus. Paul 
taught the people in Athens about the one true 
God. What we know about God comes from the 
Bible—God’s true words. It tells us everything we 
need to know about God and His love. 

Make craft stick crosses
Using hot glue and craft sticks, assemble a cross for each 
child. Invite children to decorate their crosses with markers 
and jewel stickers. Encourage children to give their craft 
stick cross to someone who needs to hear about Jesus. 
SAY • Paul taught the people in Athens about the one 

true God. We can tell others around us about Jesus 
too. Whom can you tell about Jesus this week?

Transition to review the story

• 
LOW PREP

• smartphone, tablet, 
or laptop

Tip: Watch out 
for online images 
that may be 
inappropriate for 
preschoolers. 

• hot glue gun (adult 
use only)

• craft sticks, 2 per 
child

• markers
• jewel stickers

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What city did God send Paul to? (Athens)
2. What did the people of Athens worship? (false gods, 

idols, unknown god)
3. What did Paul teach the people of Athens? (Paul 

taught the people in Athens about the one true 
God.)

4. How did people react to Paul’s teaching? (some 
laughed, some wanted to hear more, some believed)

5. How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 
Christians to tell others about Jesus

SAY • Paul taught the people in Athens about the one 
true God. They did not know the truth, and they 
worshiped false gods. But Paul told them that Jesus 
died on the cross and is alive! He said all people can 
know God because Jesus brings us into God’s family. 
Some people laughed at Paul, but others believed. 

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Children of the 

Kingdom” song 
• “You Will Be My 

Witnesses” song

SESSION TITLE: Paul Preached in Europe
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-34
MAIN POINT: Paul taught the people in Athens about the one true God.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.

Review THE STORY
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SAY • God, thank You for this Bible story, which reminds us 
that not everyone in the world gets to go to church 
and hear about You. Some people do not know about 
You or Jesus. Make us brave to tell others how Jesus 
died on the cross for sin and is alive today! You will 
save anyone who trusts in Jesus. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how many people in the world today are like the 
people of Athens. They do not know about the one true 
God or His Son, Jesus. We can pray for those people and 
tell them the good news. You may also show the “Let the 
Children Come” video.
SAY • Sally wants every child in Mozambique to hear about 

Jesus. Let’s pray for her, that God would continue to 
use her to share the message of Jesus with those who 
have not heard. Let’s also pray that God brings more 
workers to Mozambique to share the good news of 
Jesus with children! 

Shout the good news
Demonstrate to preschoolers how to roll up paper to make 
a megaphone. Invite them to shout, “Jesus is the one true 
God!” through their megaphone. Provide stickers for 
children to decorate their megaphones.
SAY • Paul taught the people in Athens about the one 

true God. He told them that Jesus died on the 
cross and is alive! We can tell others about Jesus too. 
People can know God because Jesus brings us into 
God’s family. 

• “Let the Children 
Come” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• paper
• tape
• stickers (optional)
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