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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Paul was back at the church of Antioch in Syria. The church 
had sent out Paul and Barnabas to preach the gospel to Jews 
and Gentiles in places like Lystra and Derbe. Then they 
returned to the church of Antioch. Some time passed, and 
Paul wanted to return to some of the cities he visited on his 
first journey to see how the new believers were doing.

Silas accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey. 
The pair traveled through Syria and Cilicia (sih LISH ih 

Paul’s Second Journey

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 16:11-34
MAIN POINT: Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.

TELL  
THE STORY 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 114

EXPERIENCE  
THE STORY 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 116

REVIEW  
THE STORY

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 118
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

4

uh), encouraging believers and strengthening churches. The 
number of believers in the churches increased daily.

The Lord called Paul and Silas to go to Macedonia, so they 
obeyed. Two major events happened while Paul was in 
Macedonia. First, a woman named Lydia became a believer. 
Paul and Silas had gone to the river to pray. They spoke to 
the women at the river. God opened Lydia’s heart to the 
good news of the gospel.

Then, a jailer became a believer. This happened when Paul 
and Silas were thrown into prison after Paul commanded 
a fortune-telling spirit to come out of a slave girl. Late at 
night, an earthquake rocked the prison. The prisoners could 
have escaped, but they stayed where they were.

This was a huge relief to the jailer. Had the prisoners 
escaped, the jailer would have been punished. In fact, the 
jailer was ready to kill himself when Paul shouted, “We are 
all here!” The jailer asked Paul and Silas how to be saved. 
They told him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved.” The man believed and was baptized.

Lydia, the jailer, and many others were saved because 
they heard the gospel and believed in Jesus. Paul and Silas 
preached the same message to all people, no matter who 
they were: “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”
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Paul’s Second Journey
Acts 16:11-34

God sent Paul on another trip to tell people the good 
news about Jesus. This time, Paul’s friend Silas (SIGH 
luhs) went too. Paul stopped in a city called Philippi (FIH 
lih pigh), and he went to the river to pray. Paul talked to 
some women there. One of the women was named Lydia. 
She sold purple cloth. Lydia believed what Paul said about 
Jesus. Everyone in her household believed, and they were 
baptized.

Another day, Paul and Silas were going to pray when 
a servant girl met them. She had a spirit in her that 
allowed her to predict the future. She earned a lot of 
money for her masters by telling the future.

The girl followed Paul and Silas, shouting, “These men 
are servants of the Most High God!” Finally, Paul turned 
around. He spoke to the spirit: “By the power of Jesus 
Christ, I command you to come out of her!” And the 
spirit came out right away.

Now the girl’s owners were upset because she could no 
longer tell the future. They grabbed Paul and Silas, and 
the leaders threw them into jail.

About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing songs to God. All of a sudden, an earthquake 
shook the jail. The jail doors flew open, and all of the 
prisoners’ chains came loose.

When the jailer woke up and thought all the prisoners 
had escaped, Paul shouted, “We are all here!”

The jailer was afraid. “Men, what must I do to be 
saved?” he asked.

They said to him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Display a map: 
Show a map of Paul’s 
missionary journeys. 
Trace Paul’s second 
journey as you tell 
the Bible story.

• Use images: Print 
and cut out the “Bible 
Story People” images 
on heavyweight 
paper. Place tape 
on the back of the 
Paul and Barnabas 
images. On a large 
sheet of paper or 
dry erase board, 
draw a river on the 
left, a town in the 
middle, and a jail on 
the right. Move Paul 
and Silas to those 
different places as 
you tell the Bible 
story. 

The BIBLE STORY

112 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 30 • Session 4

© 2017 LifeWay



will be saved.”
Paul and Silas told the jailer and everyone in his 

household about Jesus, and they were baptized right 
away. Later that day, Paul and Silas were set free.

Christ Connection: Lydia, the jailer, and many others 
believed in Jesus and were saved from their sin. Paul and Silas 
told everyone the same thing: “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you 
will be saved.”
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Tell THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Kingdom Kid” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “Children of the Kingdom.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Bring back the suitcase and travel supplies from a few weeks 
ago. Invite preschoolers to talk about a trip they have taken. 
SAY • In our Bible story today, Paul took another journey 

with his friend Silas. This journey was similar to 
the first one in that Paul healed people, told people 
about Jesus, and got in trouble for doing it. No 
matter what happened to Paul, he kept telling others 
about Jesus.

Open your Bible to Acts 16. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut out a lip shape from red or pink construction paper 
and place it at Acts 1:8. Invite a few volunteers to come up 
one at a time and open your Bible to the key passage. Invite 

• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “Children of the 

Kingdom” song 

• Bible
• suitcase
• travel size items
• “Paul’s Second 

Journey” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• pink or red 
construction paper

• scissors
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “You Will Be My 

Witnesses” song

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Second Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 16:11-34
MAIN POINT: Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.
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preschoolers to say the key passage in different tones of 
voice such as quietly, loudly, high or low.
SAY • Paul and Silas were Jesus’ witnesses. They knew Jesus 

was alive and had saved them from their sin. They 
praised Jesus even after they were thrown in jail. 

Sing the key passage song together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Have you ever heard such exciting news that you had 

to tell someone? When we hear good news, we want 
to talk about it. This is what Christians do with the 
good news about Jesus. How do people hear about 
Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others about 
Jesus. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus. 

Lydia, the jailer, and many others believed in Jesus 
and were saved from their sin. Paul and Silas told 
everyone the same thing: “Believe in the Lord Jesus 
and you will be saved.”

Sing “Children of the Kingdom” and “John 14:6” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “I Will Stand.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for Paul and Silas’ example. They 

talked about You wherever they went, even when 
they were in jail. Thank You for spreading the good 
news about Jesus through Christians. Help us all be 
Christians who are eager to talk about You. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Children of the 

Kingdom” song
• “John 14:6” song
• “I Will Stand” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Second Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 16:11-34
MAIN POINT: Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.

Experience THE STORY

Build a jail
Build a jail out of blocks. Then cause an “earthquake” by 
gently knocking all the blocks down.
SAY • Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus. 

They got in trouble and were thrown in jail. At 
midnight, an earthquake shook the jail and their 
chains came loose. Paul and Silas told the jailer about 
Jesus.

Break chains
Provide strips of paper for children to make interlocking 
chain links using tape. Sing a worship song together. When 
the song is over, invite preschoolers to break the chains. 
SAY • Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus. 

They were thrown in jail because of this, but God set 
them free. They even told the jailer to believe in Jesus 
to be saved from his sins! 

Hop the Bible story
Draw a river, a town, and a jail on three separate pieces of 
paper. Tape these papers and several blank papers on the 
ground. Pick two children to be Paul and Silas and go on 
a “journey” by hopping on the papers. When they land on 

• blocks

Tip: Supervise 
children closely 
to prevent injuries 
from falling blocks.

LOW PREP

• paper
• scissors
• tape
• “Children of the 

Kingdom” song 
(optional) 

• “You Will Be My 
Witnesses” song 
(optional)

• paper
• markers
• tape

LOW PREP
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the “river” paper, review what happened with Lydia. When 
they land on the “town” paper, review what happened with 
the servant girl. When they land on the “jail” paper, review 
what happened with the jailer.
SAY • Paul and Silas told everyone the same thing, “Believe 

in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” Paul and 
Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus. 

Lace up a jail
Cut a square from heavyweight paper for each child. Punch 
holes along the top and bottom of each card one-half 
inch apart. Make sure the holes on top and bottom align. 
Invite preschoolers to draw two men on their cards. Show 
preschoolers how to make the “bars” of the jail cell by 
threading black yarn through the holes. 
SAY • Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus. 

They got in trouble and were thrown in jail. God 
caused an earthquake to set them free. But before 
leaving prison, they stayed to tell the jailer about 
Jesus. 

Explore a sensory bin
Fill a plastic tub with dried beans and objects relating to 
the Bible story. As the children pull items from the tub and 
interact with them, ask how each item relates to the story. 
SAY • Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus. 

They told Lydia, and she and her entire family were 
baptized. They healed the girl with the evil spirit in 
Jesus’ name. And they stayed in prison to tell jailer 
his sins could be forgiven. 

Transition to review the story

• heavyweight paper
• hole punch
• yarn
• scissors
• crayons

• plastic tub
• dried beans
• people figures
• purple cloth
• toy handcuffs 

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who was the woman who sold purple cloth? 
(Lydia)

2. Whom did Paul and Silas tell about Jesus? (Paul 
and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus.)

3. What did Paul and Silas do in jail? (prayed and sang 
songs)

4. How did the prisoners’ chains come loose? (God 
sent an earthquake.)

5. Did the jailer believe in Jesus? (Yes.)
6. How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus. 
SAY • Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus. 

Lydia, the jailer, and many others believed in Jesus 
and were saved from their sin. Paul and Silas told 
everyone the same thing: “Believe in the Lord Jesus 
and you will be saved.” This is still true today.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Children of the 

Kingdom” song 
• “You Will Be My 

Witnesses” song

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Second Journey
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 16:11-34
MAIN POINT: Paul and Silas told all kinds of people about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.

Review THE STORY

118 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 30 • Session 4

© 2017 LifeWay



SAY • God, thank You for using ordinary people like Paul 
and Silas to spread the news about Jesus throughout 
the world. As these preschoolers grow, help them be 
witnesses to Your good news, and may many people 
believe in You because of them.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how Paul and Silas shared the good news about 
Jesus with all kinds of people. They were some of the first 
missionaries! You may also show the “More Helpers” video.
SAY • The Flora family are missionaries in Lesotho. Teresa 

Flora is a nurse and helps the Lesotho people who 
are sick or hurt, but most importantly, the Floras tell 
the Lesotho people about Jesus. Let’s pray for the 
Lesotho people, that God would send more workers 
like the Flora family to minister to them.

Touch colors
Explain to preschoolers that you will call out the word touch 
and a color. Preschoolers must run and touch something in 
the room that is that color. Help preschoolers find items in 
the room of the proper color as needed. Consider allowing 
preschoolers to take turns calling out colors for the group to 
touch.
SAY • Lydia sold purple cloth. Lydia believed what Paul said 

about Jesus. Everyone in her household believed, and 
they were baptized. Paul and Silas told all kinds 
of people about Jesus. Lydia, the jailer, and many 
others believed in Jesus and were saved from their 
sin. Paul and Silas told everyone the same thing: 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”

• “More Helpers” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child
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