
Use Week of:

3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The church in Antioch praised God for His grace to Paul 
on his first missionary journey. Though Paul and Barnabas 
were strongly opposed in some places, many people heard 
the gospel and believed. Paul and Barnabas took the gospel 
to both Jews and Gentiles. But a problem arose when some 
Christians began saying that the new followers of Jesus—
the Gentile believers—needed to obey the Law of Moses in 
order to be right with God.

The Message: “Christ Alone”

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: The church encouraged Gentile believers.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.

TELL  
THE STORY 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 104

EXPERIENCE  
THE STORY 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 106

REVIEW  
THE STORY

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 108

UNIT 30
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
3

Paul and Barnabas debated this issue with other church 
leaders in Jerusalem. They met together to answer a tough 
question: Can a person be saved by faith alone or was 
something more needed? When Paul addressed the council, 
he insisted that God saves Gentiles the same way He saves 
Jews: through the grace of the Lord Jesus. 

Paul testified to the things God had done among the 
Gentiles. God had given Gentiles the Holy Spirit. James 
cited the prophets Amos and Isaiah in support. The group 
agreed that because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, He 
alone is all we need to be saved. They also agreed that they 
should not make salvation more difficult for Gentiles by 
adding unnecessary rules.

The church chose two men—Judas and Silas—to go with 
Paul and Barnabas to the church at Antioch. They wrote 
a letter for the Gentile believers there, encouraging them 
and giving them instructions for how to live as followers of 
Christ.

The message for the Gentile believers was important: 
Whether Jew or Gentile, salvation comes only through 
faith in Christ. No one is saved by the law but by grace 
alone. Emphasize to the preschoolers you teach that, while 
the Bible does give us plenty of instruction for how to live, 
sinners are made right with God only by the grace of Jesus. 
Salvation is a gift. To receive this gift, Jesus is all we need.
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The Message: “Christ Alone”
Acts 15:1-35 

Paul and Barnabas had been teaching people—Jews 
and non-Jews—about Jesus. Many people believed, and 
God’s church was growing.

But some of the people in the church began saying 
that non-Jews could only be saved if they followed the 
same rules as the Jews.

Paul and Barnabas knew this was wrong. They had 
a meeting with other church leaders to talk about what 
was true. Peter stood up and told the leaders about the 
Gentiles, the non-Jews, who had believed the good news 
about Jesus. God had given them the Holy Spirit!

Peter said that Jews could not obey God’s law 
perfectly, so why should they tell non-Jews to obey 
perfectly? Jews and non-Jews are saved in the same way: 
by God’s grace.

Everyone listened as Paul and Barnabas talked about 
how they had seen God save Jews and Gentiles too. Then 
James showed how the words of the prophets showed that 
God wanted to save both Jews and Gentiles. This was 
God’s plan all along.

So the church leaders decided to write a letter to the 
Gentile believers. The letter told the believers what they 
should not do now that they were believers.

Paul and Barnabas delivered the letter with Judas and 
Silas, and the believers were encouraged.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Read a letter: 
Print a copy of the 
Bible story, fold it, 
and slide it into an 
envelope. Take it 
out and read it as 
if reading a letter 
aloud. 

• Act it out: Assign 
volunteers the roles 
of Paul, Barnabas, 
Peter, and James. Set 
up a small lectern 
or podium. Invite 
children playing 
roles to stand at 
the lectern at the 
appropriate part in 
the Bible story. 

• Display a map: 
Show a map of Paul’s 
missionary journeys. 
Point to Jerusalem 
as you tell the Bible 
story.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: The church leaders met to answer a 
hard question: Can someone be saved by faith alone? Yes! The 
early church agreed that Jesus is all we need. Anyone who trusts 
in Him will be saved.
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Tell THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Kingdom Kid” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “Children of the Kingdom.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Group children in various versions of two categories: boys/
girls, laces/no laces, light hair/dark hair, siblings/no siblings, 
brown eyes/light eyes, and so on. Bring them back together.
SAY • The Bible story today talks about two groups of 

people: Jews and non-Jews, or Gentiles. Jews 
followed many rules that the non-Jews, or Gentiles, 
did not. We’ll find out what the church decided 
about the Jewish rules for new Christians.

Open your Bible to Acts 15. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers. 

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut out a lip shape from red or pink construction paper 
and place it at Acts 1:8. Invite a few volunteers to come up 
one at a time and open your Bible to the key passage. Invite 

• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “Children of the 

Kingdom” song 

• Bible
• “The Message: 

‘Christ Alone’ ” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• pink or red 
construction paper

• scissors
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “You Will Be My 

Witnesses” song

SESSION TITLE: The Message: “Christ Alone”
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: The church encouraged Gentile believers.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.
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the girls to say the key passage with you. Then invite the 
boys to say it. See which group can say the verse loudest.
SAY • Jesus is all we need to be saved. This means all the 

Jews and non-Jews, or Gentiles, who believed in Jesus 
were saved. They became witnesses and told people 
about Him wherever they went. 

Sing the key passage song together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is, How do people hear 

about Jesus? When did you first hear about Jesus? 
Was it at home? In the car? At church? Whoever 
told you the good news about Jesus was probably a 
Christian. How do people hear about Jesus? God 
uses Christians to tell others about Jesus! 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • The church leaders met to answer a hard question: 

Can someone be saved by faith alone? Yes! The early 
church agreed that Jesus is all we need. Anyone 
who trusts in Him will be saved. Then the church 
encouraged Gentile believers.

Sing “Children of the Kingdom” and “Everywhere I Go” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “I Will Stand.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for this story, which reminds us that 

Jesus is all we need. We do not need extra rules to be 
saved. Help us be witnesses to this truth today and 
for the rest of our lives. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Children of the 

Kingdom” song
• “Everywhere I Go” 

song
• “I Will Stand” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: The Message: “Christ Alone”
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: The church encouraged Gentile believers.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.

Experience THE STORY

Do one thing
Lead preschoolers in performing a series of different actions, 
doing just one of each. Suggestions include one squat, one 
hop, one toe touch, one jumping jack, and so forth.
SAY • Doing just one thing was not hard. The church 

leaders understood that there is only one thing we 
need to do to be saved: believe in Jesus! We do not 
have to keep rules to be saved. Jesus already kept 
all the rules for us. Jesus is all we need. The church 
encouraged Gentile believers.

Play “Mother, May I?”
Explain that the preschoolers must stand shoulder to 
shoulder along one wall. You will stand across from them 
and give them a type of step to take (baby step, giant step, 
bunny hop). Before they can step forward, they must ask, 
“Mother, may I?” The child who reaches you first wins.
SAY • It’s hard to listen and follow instructions perfectly, 

isn’t it? Peter reminded the other church leaders that 
neither the Jews nor the Gentiles could obey God’s 
law perfectly. Both are saved by faith in Jesus alone. 
Then the church encouraged Gentile believers. 

LOW PREP

Tip: For older 
preschoolers, give 
them the chance 
to ask you to take 
a type of step. 
Grant permission 
as appropriate, 
keeping the children 
about even as the 
race progresses.

LOW PREP
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Make big faith art
Print the word FAITH in big block letters on heavyweight 
paper. Let the preschoolers fill in the letters with paint 
daubers or dot stickers. Define faith for preschoolers as 
believing in something even when you cannot see it.
SAY • Faith in Jesus is all we need to be saved. The Jewish 

Christians weren’t sure about this. They thought 
non-Jewish believers needed to follow other rules, so 
the church encouraged Gentile believers in a letter. 

Play post office
Push four chairs together to serve as a mail truck. Set out 
envelopes, paper, markers, stickers, junk mail, stamp pads, 
plastic bins, empty cardboard boxes, and cloth grocery 
bags to serve as mail bags. Consider cutting a slit in a shoe 
box to serve as a mailbox. Set out a scale if available. Invite 
preschoolers to play out delivering letters. 
SAY • The church leaders agreed that Jesus is all we need to 

be saved. They wrote a letter to the Gentile believers. 
The letter told the believers how they should live 
now that they were believers. Paul and Barnabas 
delivered the letter with Judas and Silas. The church 
encouraged Gentile believers.

Make modeling clay crosses
Set out modeling clay. Lead preschoolers to build a cross 
with the clay.
SAY • No one can obey all God’s rules perfectly except 

Jesus! Jesus came to obey God’s rules then take our 
place and die on the cross for our sins. The church 
encouraged Gentile believers to trust in Jesus.

Transition to review the story

• heavyweight paper
• markers
• paint daubers
• dot stickers 

(optional)

• chairs, 4
• envelopes
• paper
• markers
• stickers
• junk mail
• stamp pads
• plastic bins
• empty cardboard 

boxes
• cloth grocery bags
• shoe box (optional)
• scissors (optional)
• scale (optional)

• modeling clay

• countdown video 
(optional)

107The God Who Sends

© 2017 LifeWay



Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What kinds of people believed in the good news 
about Jesus? (Jews and non-Jews, or Gentiles)

2. Who can obey God’s law perfectly? (no one except 
Jesus)

3. Was it God’s plan all along to save both Jews and 
Gentiles? (Yes!)

4. Why did the church write a letter to the Gentile 
believers? (The church encouraged Gentile 
believers.)

5. How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 
Christians to tell others about Jesus.

SAY • The church leaders met to answer a hard question: 
Can someone be saved by faith alone? Peter 
reminded the Jews that they could not obey God’s 
law perfectly. Nobody could! The early church agreed 
that Jesus is all we need, and they sent the Gentiles a 
letter encouraging them to live lives that honor Jesus. 

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Children of the 

Kingdom” song 
• “You Will Be My 

Witnesses” song

SESSION TITLE: The Message: “Christ Alone”
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: The church encouraged Gentile believers.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.

Review THE STORY
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for this story, which reminds us that 

everyone is saved by Your grace alone. We cannot be 
saved by following rules. We praise You because You 
encouraged the Gentile believers so long ago, and 
You encourage us today. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how both Jews and non-Jews believed Paul and 
Barnabas’ message about Jesus. You may also show the 
“More Mountains” video.
SAY • Many people around the world, just like in Lesotho, 

Africa, have never heard about Jesus. They do not 
have Bibles. They don’t know they can pray to God 
and know Him. Hopefully one day, each and every 
one of you will be able to share the good news about 
Jesus with someone who has never heard. Let’s bow 
our heads and pray for those people, that God would 
send more missionaries to them. 

Sing a song
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?” :

“ Jews and Gentiles, Jews and Gentiles 
Who is saved, who is saved? 
All who trust in Jesus, all who trust in Jesus 
By God’s grace, by God’s grace.”

SAY • The church encouraged Gentile believers.

• “More Mountains” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 1 
per child
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