
Use Week of:

1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Saul was no stranger to religion. He grew up in a religious 
household. He was a devout Jew who was born in Tarsus 
(Phil. 3:5) and inherited his Roman citizenship from his 
father. So when people began talking about this man named 
Jesus and claiming that He was the promised Messiah, Saul 
was defensive.

Saul believed strongly in the Jewish faith of his ancestors. 
He violently persecuted God’s church and tried to destroy 
it. (Gal. 1:13-14) He dragged believers from their houses 

Paul’s Conversion and Baptism

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 9:1-25
MAIN POINT: Jesus saved Saul from his sins.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.

TELL  
THE STORY 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 84

EXPERIENCE  
THE STORY 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 86

REVIEW  
THE STORY

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 88
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

1
and put them in prison. He approved of the stoning of 
Stephen, the first Christian martyr. Saul thought he was 
doing the right thing by defending Judaism, but God’s 
purposes could not be stopped.

As Saul was on his way to arrest believers in Damascus, 
the Lord stopped him in his tracks. Jesus revealed Himself 
to Saul, and Saul was never the same. He was struck blind 
and led into Damascus, where a believer named Ananias 
placed his hands on Saul. Suddenly, Saul could see again. 
Saul was convinced that Jesus is Lord. Saul later described 
the experience as being like dying and receiving a new life. 
(Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor. 5:17)

God had a purpose and a plan for Saul. He had set Saul 
apart before Saul was even born. (Gal. 1:15) God said, 
“This man is My chosen instrument to take My name to 
the Gentiles” (Acts 9:15).

Jesus changed Saul’s life. As you teach preschoolers, clarify 
that conversion happens when a person recognizes his sin, 
repents, believes in Jesus, and confesses Jesus as Savior and 
Lord. Jesus changes a person’s heart, and as a result, his life 
is changed too. 

Jesus appeared to Saul and changed him inside and out. 
Jesus called Saul, who was once an enemy of Christians, 
to spend the rest of his life telling people the gospel and 
leading them to trust Jesus as Lord and Savior.
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Paul’s Conversion and Baptism
Acts 9:1-25

In the early days of the church, a man named Saul 
worked hard to stop people from telling about Jesus. He 
did not believe that Jesus is the Son of God. He thought 
that people who believed in Jesus should be put in jail or be 
killed. Many believers left the city to get away from Saul.

Saul decided to go to the city of Damascus (duh MASS 
kuhs) to arrest believers there. He was traveling along 
when all of a sudden, a very bright light came down from 
heaven. It flashed around Saul, and he fell to the ground. 
Then Saul heard a voice saying, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
against Me?”

“Who are You, Lord?” Saul asked.
“I am Jesus,” He said. Jesus told Saul to go into the 

city and wait for more instructions.
Saul got up and opened his eyes, but he couldn’t see 

anything! So the men who were traveling with Saul led 
him into the city.

A man named Ananias (an uh NIGH uhs) lived in the 
city. Ananias loved Jesus. God spoke to Ananias in a vision 
and told him to go visit Saul. Ananias knew that Saul was 
an enemy of Jesus, but God had a plan for Saul. God said, 
“I have chosen Saul to tell many people about Me.”

Ananias obeyed God. He went to Saul and said, “Jesus 
sent me here to help you.” Then Ananias put his hands 
on Saul, and Saul could see again. Saul got up and was 
baptized.

For the next few days, Saul stayed in the city with other 
people who believed in Jesus. He went to the synagogues 
to tell people about Jesus. “Jesus is the Son of God!” Saul 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Act it out: Invite 
the preschoolers to 
close their eyes for 
part of the story. Ask 
them what it was like 
to not be able to see. 

• Use lighting: 
Enlist another leader 
to dim the lights and 
flash a bright light 
at the appropriate 
moment in the Bible 
story.

The BIBLE STORY
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said. The people were amazed. They knew Saul had been 
an enemy of Jesus, but now he loved Jesus!

The Jews did not like what Saul was saying, so they made 
a plan to kill him. The other believers helped Saul sneak out 
of the city at night.

Later, Saul started using the name Paul.

Christ Connection: Saul was an enemy of Jesus and His 
followers, but then God changed him. Jesus came to earth to 
save sinners like Paul. (1 Timothy 1:15). When we trust in 
Jesus, He changes us from the inside out.
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Tell THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Kingdom Kid” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “Children of the Kingdom.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Ask preschoolers to share what they want to be when they 
grow up. 
SAY • God has a good plan for every one of us. He wants 

to use us in His good plan for the world. In today’s 
Bible story, God had a plan for a man named Saul. 
Saul was an enemy of Jesus, but God planned to use 
Saul to tell many people about Him.

Open your Bible to Acts 9. Show the video or tell the Bible 
story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded 
version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut out a lip shape from red or pink construction paper 
and place it at Acts 1:8. Invite a few volunteers to come up 
one at a time and open your Bible to the key passage.
SAY • Jesus told His friends right before He went back to 

• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “Children of the 

Kingdom” song 

• Bible
• “Paul’s Conversion 

and Baptism” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• pink or red 
construction paper

• scissors
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “You Will Be My 

Witnesses” song

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Conversion and Baptism
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 9:1-25
MAIN POINT: Jesus saved Saul from his sins.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.
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heaven that they would be His witnesses. A witness 
is someone who tells others what he or she has seen 
or experienced. We use our mouths to tell the good 
news. Jesus’ friends told people what they had seen 
Jesus do and heard Him say. Jesus chose Saul to be 
His witness too.

Sing the key passage song “You Will Be My Witnesses” 
together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is, How do people hear 

about Jesus? The Bible tells us we must hear the 
good news about Jesus to believe it. But some people 
have never heard about Jesus. God sends Christians 
into the world to tell about Jesus. How do people 
hear about Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others 
about Jesus.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Saul was an enemy of Jesus and His followers, but 

then God changed him. Jesus saved Saul from his 
sins. Jesus came to earth to save sinners like Paul. 
When we trust in Jesus, He changes us from the 
inside out. Then we, like Paul, go tell others about 
Jesus. 

Sing “Children of the Kingdom” and “Everywhere I Go” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “I Will Stand.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for changing Saul’s heart so he could 

be a witness of Your good news about Jesus. Thank 
You for sending Jesus to earth to die for sinners like 
us. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Children of the 

Kingdom” song
• “Everywhere I Go” 

song
• “I Will Stand” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Conversion and Baptism
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 9:1-25
MAIN POINT: Jesus saved Saul from his sins.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.

Experience THE STORY

Play “Jesus … saved … Saul”
Form a circle on the floor. Direct children to close their 
eyes. Choose a child to be Ananias. Ananias will walk 
around the circle gently tapping children’s shoulders while 
saying, “Jesus, Saved, Saul.” When Ananias says, “Saul,” the 
tapped child will jump up and chase Ananias around the 
circle, attempting to tag him. The rest of the group may 
open their eyes to watch the chase. 
SAY • Everyone closed his or her eyes to remember that 

in our Bible story Saul could not see until Ananias 
put his hands on him. After that, Saul was baptized 
because he believed that Jesus is the Son of God. 
Jesus saved Saul from his sins. 

Make shadow puppets
Dim the lights and shine a flashlight on the wall. Show 
children how to make shadow puppets. Look online before 
the session to learn how to make specific shadow puppets. 
SAY • As Saul was traveling to Damascus, a very bright 

light shone around him. Whose voice did he hear? 
(Jesus’ voice) After that, Saul could not see for days! 
But Jesus had a plan for Saul. Saul would tell others 
about Him. Jesus saved Saul from his sins. 

LOW PREP

• flashlights
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Make a paper plate Saul
On one side of a paper plate, invite preschoolers to draw 
a frown and either two horizontal lines or two Xs for eyes, 
to represent when Saul was blind. On the other side, help 
children draw “open” eyes and a smile. 
SAY • Saul was an enemy of Jesus and His followers, but 

then God changed him. Jesus saved Saul from his 
sins. Jesus came to earth to save sinners like Paul. 
When we trust in Jesus, He changes us from the 
inside out. 

Pin the light on Saul
On a large sheet of paper or dry erase board, draw a simple 
picture of Saul kneeling. Cut out a cone shape from yellow 
paper to represent a beam of light. Place double-sided tape 
on the back. During class, blindfold a child or ask her to 
close her eyes. Gently spin her around, and help her place 
the shape above the picture of Saul kneeling. 
SAY • Early in his life, Saul worked hard to stop others from 

telling about Jesus. But after Jesus met Saul on the 
road and spoke to him, Saul believed Jesus was the 
Son of God. Jesus saved Saul from his sins. 

Spell Jesus with magnets
Write JESUS on a sheet of paper and display for 
preschoolers to see. Set out magnet letters. Invite 
preschoolers to search through the letters to find the letters 
in Jesus’ name. Help them place the magnets in the correct 
order on a cookie sheet. 
SAY • Jesus came to earth to save sinners like Saul and you 

and me. Jesus saved Saul from his sins. When we 
trust in Jesus, God changes us from the inside out. 

Transition to review the story

• paper plates, 1 per 
child

• crayons

• large sheet of paper 
or dry erase board

• marker
• yellow construction 

paper
• scissors
• double-sided tape
• blindfold (optional)

• paper
• marker
• magnet letters
• cookie sheet

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. How did Saul treat Christians before Jesus changed 
him? (He hurt Christians.)

2. What happened when Saul was traveling to 
Damascus? (A bright light shone around him.)

3. After Saul could see again, what did he start telling 
others? (Jesus is the Son of God!)

4. Why did Saul act so different? (Jesus saved Saul 
from his sins.)

5. What other name did Saul use? (Paul)
6. How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus. 
SAY • Before Saul met Jesus, he wanted to hurt people who 

believed in Jesus. After Jesus appeared to Saul, he was 
changed. Saul was baptized and started telling people 
that Jesus really was the Son of God. Saul had been 
an enemy of Jesus, but now he followed Jesus. Later, 
Saul started using the name Paul as he traveled and 
told people everywhere about Jesus.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Children of the 

Kingdom” song 
• “You Will Be My 

Witnesses” song

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Conversion and Baptism
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 9:1-25
MAIN POINT: Jesus saved Saul from his sins.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus.

Review THE STORY
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to earth to save 

sinners like us. We need You to save us just like You 
saved Saul. We need You to change our hearts. Show 
us how to be Your witnesses. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and discuss the reasons for it. If 
you are not participating in a missions activity, talk about 
how God used Saul to be His witness, and God still uses 
Christians to tell others about Jesus today. You may also 
show the missions video, “The Hauns in Ghana.”
SAY • The Hauns are excited to tell as many people as they 

can about Jesus in Ghana. Let’s ask God that many 
Ghanans will believe in Jesus as William continues to 
preach in the local language. 

Chant a fingerplay
Invite the preschoolers to follow your example. Bring your 
closed fists up to your face. Close your eyes. As you sing 
“open,” open your hands and your eyes. As you sing, “shut 
them,” close your fists and your eyes again. Chant: 
“ Open, shut them  
Open, shut them 
Open! Saul could see 
again!

Open, shut them 
Open, shut them 
Open! Saul said, ‘Jesus 
lives!’ ” 

SAY • After Saul met Jesus on the road, he could not see. 
God sent Ananias to demonstrate His power to give 
Saul sight again. Jesus saved Saul from his sins, and 
Saul became a witness to the good news of Jesus.

• “The Hauns in 
Ghana” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child
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