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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Do you think it was just by chance that Caesar Augustus 
called for a census? Did it just so happen that Mary and 
Joseph were traveling to Bethlehem—the very place the 
Messiah was prophesied to be born? (Micah 5:2) God is in 
control of all things, which He showed by using a pagan 
emperor to bring about His plan.

After Jesus was born, Mary laid Him in a manger. A king 
in a manger! It was so unlikely. But Jesus was no ordinary 

Jesus Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 4:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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baby. He was God’s Son, sent in the most humble of 
positions, “not to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life—a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28).

Imagine the shepherds’ surprise when an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared. The Bible says that they were terrified! 
But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I 
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was 
born for you in the city of David” (Luke 2:10-11).

What a relief! This angel had come to bring good news. 
First, he proclaimed a Savior. The people of Israel were well 
aware of their need for a Savior. They made sacrifices daily 
to atone for their sin. Finally, a Savior had come who would 
be the perfect sacrifice for sin, once and for all.

Jesus was also Messiah the Lord. The word Messiah means 
“Anointed One,” especially a king. The Deliverer and 
Redeemer would be King over His people. And this was 
all happening in Bethlehem, the city of David—just as the 
prophet Micah said.

This is the best news ever! An army of angels appeared, 
praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors” 
(Luke 2:14). The purpose of Jesus’ birth was twofold: to 
bring glory to God and to make peace between God and 
those who trust in Jesus’ death and resurrection.
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Jesus Was Born
Luke 2:1-20

When Mary was pregnant with Baby Jesus, a man 
named Caesar Augustus sent out an order to all the people 
in the land: “Everyone must go to his hometown to be 
counted!” Caesar Augustus was the emperor of Rome, and 
he wanted a list of all the people who were living in the 
land.

Since Joseph was part of King David’s family, he and 
Mary left Nazareth and traveled to Bethlehem, the city of 
David.

While they were there, Mary was ready to have her baby. 
Mary and Joseph looked for a safe place to stay, but every 
place was full because of all the people who were in town 
to be counted. So Mary and Joseph found a place where 
animals were kept, and that is where Mary had her baby, 
Jesus. She wrapped Him in cloth so He would be snug 
and warm, and she laid Him in a manger.

Nearby, some shepherds were staying out in the fields 
and watching their sheep to protect them from thieves and 
wild animals. All of a sudden, an angel of the Lord stood 
before them. A bright light shone around the shepherds, 
and they were scared!

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I have 
good news for you: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the 
Lord, was born for you in the city of David.” Then the 
angel said, “Go find the baby. He will be wrapped in 
cloth and lying in a manger.”

All of a sudden, many angels appeared. They praised 
God and said, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
peace on earth to people He favors!”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use a manger 
scene: Move and 
arrange the pieces 
of a manger scene 
at the appropriate 
moments as you tell 
the Bible story.

• Act it out: Place 
a baby doll in a 
box. Invite two 
preschoolers to play 
Mary and Joseph. 
Choose several 
preschoolers to play 
shepherds and stand 
on the other side of 
the room. Encourage 
another child to be 
the angel and the 
rest of the group to 
be the host of angels 
singing praises. Lead 
preschoolers to act 
out their roles at the 
appropriate moments 
in the Bible story.

The BIBLE STORY
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So the shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to find 
Baby Jesus. They found Him, and they told others about 
Him. Everyone who heard about Jesus was surprised 
and amazed. Mary thought about everything that was 
happening and tried to understand it. The shepherds 
returned to their fields, and they praised God because 
everything had happened just as the angel had said.

Christ Connection: Jesus was born! This was very good 
news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God 
sent Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to 
save people from their sins and to be their King.
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Tell THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Joy to the World” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “O Come.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Wrap a baby doll in cloths. Place the baby inside a gift 
box. Wrap the box in Christmas wrapping paper. Show 
the preschoolers the gift box and invite them to guess the 
contents. Open the box to reveal the baby wrapped in cloth.
SAY • Today we’re going to hear about the most special gift 

God has ever given us: Baby Jesus! Jesus is God’s Son. 
Jesus came into the world to save us from our sins.

Open your Bible to Luke 2. Show the video or tell the Bible 
story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded 
version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut out a star shape from construction paper and place it 
at 1 John 4:9 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come 
up one at a time and open your Bible to the key passage. 
Read the verse. Write the verse on a dry erase board or 
chalkboard. Say the verse together as a class. Point to each 

• “Joy to the World” 
song

• “O Come” song 

• Bible
• baby doll
• gift box
• wrapping paper
• “Jesus Was Born” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• construction paper 
• scissors
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• dry erase marker 

or chalk
• dry erase board or 

chalkboard 
• “One and Only Son” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 4:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.
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word as you say it. Erase a word or two and say the verse 
again. Continue until the words are all erased. 
SAY • Our key passage reminds us who Jesus is. Jesus is 

God’s very own Son. God sent Jesus to earth as a 
baby to rescue us from sin. We can live with God 
forever when we trust in Jesus.

Sing the key passage song “One and Only Son” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who remembers the answer to our big picture 

question? [Allow responses] Yes! That’s right. Why was 
Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us. Before God 
created the world, He planned to send Jesus. Jesus 
came to do God’s plan, to rescue people from sin. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus was born! This was very good news! Jesus was 

not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent 
Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world 
to save people from their sins and to be their King. 
Jesus was born as God promised.

Sing “O Come” and “Born in Bethlehem” as preschoolers 
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “Christ 
the Lord of All.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, we are so glad that Jesus was born to save 

people from sin. Thank You for keeping Your 
promise to send us a Rescuer and King. Help us 
to trust in You so we can be forgiven and have life 
forever with You. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “O Come” song
• “Born in Bethlehem” 

song
• “Christ the Lord of 

All” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 4:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Experience THE STORY

Play “Follow the Leader”
Invite preschoolers to follow you around the room in a 
single-file line. Perform simple movements for children to 
follow, such as tapping their own shoulders, stomping, and 
swinging their arms. Allow older preschoolers to take turns 
being the leader.
SAY • Like we followed the leader today, the shepherds 

followed the angel’s directions and traveled to 
Bethlehem to find Baby Jesus. Jesus was born just 
as God promised! Jesus came into the world to save 
people from their sins and to be their King.

Play with play dough
Provide the preschoolers with play dough and invite them 
to sculpt Baby Jesus in the feeding trough.
SAY • Jesus was born just as God promised. Jesus came 

into the world to save people from their sins and to 
be their King. 

Play out the Bible story
Provide Bible time clothes for preschoolers to dress up as 
Mary, Joseph, shepherds, or angels. Retell the Bible story. 
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised! This was very 

good news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is 

• 
LOW PREP

• play dough
• play dough utensils

• Bible times clothes
• baby dolls
• blanket
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God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth from heaven. 
Jesus came into the world to save people from their 
sins and to be their King.

Use musical instruments
Encourage the preschoolers to use musical instruments to 
praise God as you play music. They may also dance and 
sing. For older preschoolers, consider stopping and starting 
the music for the children to freeze and unfreeze. 
SAY • Many angels praised God when Jesus was born. After 

the shepherds saw Baby Jesus, they praised God 
because everything had happened just as the angel 
had said. Jesus was born just as God promised. 

Make a manger scene
Before the session, cut one 2-inch circle from tan paper 
and one 2-by-4-inch rectangle from white felt for each 
preschooler. Give each preschooler two craft sticks and a 
sheet of construction paper. Guide preschoolers to glue 
their craft sticks to the construction paper in the form of 
an X. Provide raffia or shredded brown or yellow paper for 
preschoolers to glue above the X to serve as hay. Lead each 
child to draw a face on her circle and to glue the circle and 
rectangle just above the hay to form Baby Jesus. Write the 
main point on each preschooler’s artwork.
SAY •  Mary laid Jesus in a manger. Jesus was born as God 

promised. Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is 
God’s Son. Jesus came into the world to save people 
from their sins and to be their King.

Transition to review the story

• “O Come” song 
(optional)

• “One and Only Son” 
song (optional)

• rhythm or musical 
instruments

• construction paper
• white felt
• scissors 
• jumbo craft sticks
• raffia or shredded 

brown or yellow 
paper

• markers

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Where did Mary and Joseph have to travel to be 
counted? (Bethlehem)

2. Who visited the shepherds in the field? (an angel) 
3. What did the angel tell the shepherds? (“Do not be 

afraid! I have good news for you: Today a Savior, who 
is Messiah the Lord, was born for you in the city of 
David.”)

4. What did the shepherds do after they saw Jesus? 
(They praised God.) 

5. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.
SAY • God sent angels to tell the shepherds that Jesus was 

born! This was very good news! Jesus is God’s Son. 
God sent Jesus to earth from heaven to save people 
from their sins and to be their King. The shepherds 
praised God!

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, we thank You for hearing our requests today 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “O Come” song 
• “One and Only Son” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 4:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Review THE STORY
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and helping us. We thank You for sending Jesus to 
rescue us from our sin. Help us to share the good 
news of Jesus with others. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about ways that we can share the good news of 
Jesus with others, like the angel shared with the shepherds. 
You may also show the “Door of Hope” video.
SAY • How incredible that these Christians at Door of 

Hope help take care of babies! What a great way to 
share the love of Jesus with others. How amazing that 
God’s very own Son came to earth like one of these 
little babies. Jesus came into the world to save people 
from their sins and to be their King. What are some 
ways that we can care for others and share the good 
news about Jesus with them?

Where’s the baby?
Invite children to sit in a circle and encourage one child to 
close her eyes. Give a baby figure to a child in the circle and 
invite him to hide it under his legs. Encourage the child 
closing her eyes to make three guesses to find who is hiding 
the baby. Continue playing with other children. 
SAY • Good job finding the baby! The shepherds found 

Baby Jesus and praised God for everything that 
had happened. Jesus was born just as God had 
promised. 

• “Door of Hope” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• toy baby figure
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