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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 29 • Session 2
Christmas

UNIT 29
SESSION 2 

JESUS WAS BORN

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 4:9
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born.

The Bible Story

Luke 2:1-20

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
When Jesus was growing in Mary’s tummy, Mary and Joseph had to go to 
Bethlehem to be counted. Bethlehem was very crowded. Mary and Joseph 
had to stay where animals slept. Jesus was born, and Mary placed Him in 
a box filled with soft hay. That night, shepherds were taking care of their 
sheep when an angel appeared. He told them good news: Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem! The angel told them where to find Baby Jesus. Then the 
sky was filled with angels praising God. When the angels disappeared, the 
shepherds ran to Bethlehem and found Baby Jesus. They praised God and 
told everyone about what they had seen.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus was born in Bethlehem.
 * Jesus is God’s Son.
 *God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Luke 2. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in 
a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: JESUS WAS BORN in Bethlehem like God promised long ago. 
God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”:
“ *God promised to send Jesus. [Repeat twice more.] 

JESUS WAS BORN!”  
*Substitute We can worship Jesus in subsequent rounds. 

SAY: JESUS WAS BORN in Bethlehem! Angels and shepherds 
worshiped Jesus because He is God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth 
because He loves us.

MAKE A STRIP CHRISTMAS TREE
Provide colorful construction paper. Encourage babies to tear the 
paper into strips. Then glue the strips onto black construction paper 
in a tree shape. Make sure babies do not eat the paper. You may also 
use fabric strips. Write the Main Point on each child’s artwork. 
SAY: JESUS WAS BORN! At Christmas, we celebrate that God sent 
Jesus to earth because He loves us. Jesus is God’s Son.

LOOK AT THE BABY
Place strips of yellow fabric or paper in a small box with a baby doll 
inside. Invite babies to look at and snuggle the baby doll.
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son, but JESUS WAS BORN in a place where 
animals stayed. God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card. Open 
your Bible to Luke 2. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
story. Say the Gospel Gems and Main Point. Pray.

MAKE A CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT
Cut hand-size star shapes out of cardboard for each toddler. Tape 
colorful yarn to the cardboard. Help toddlers wrap the yarn around 
the star in various directions. It does not have to be elegant. Tape 
the end of the yarn to the cardboard. Hole punch the top. Thread a 
ribbon through the hole.
SAY: JESUS WAS BORN. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth 
because He loves us.

SHEAR SHEEP
Tape clear contact plastic sticky side out to the top and sides of a 
small box. Cover the sticky plastic with cotton balls or quilt batting. 
Draw a sheep’s face on one end of the box. Invite toddlers to remove 
the “wool.” Talk about how shepherds care for sheep.
SAY: Angels told shepherds JESUS WAS BORN. Jesus is God’s Son.

EXPLORE A MANGER SCENE
Place toddler-friendly manger scene pieces in colorful gift boxes or 
gift bags. Open the bags and your Bible and let the toddlers hold 
the pieces as you tell the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS WAS BORN in Bethlehem like God promised. Jesus is 
God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

LOOK AT BRIGHT LIGHTS
Provide toddler-friendly flashlights or touch LED lamps. Briefly 
retell the Bible story. Invite toddlers to turn on the lights when the 
angels appear. Talk about how amazed the shepherds had been.
SAY: The angels gave shepherds good news: JESUS WAS BORN! 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS WAS BORN
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 4:9
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: BUILD WITH BLOCKS
Before class, wrap cardboard or soft blocks with Christmas 
wrapping paper (non-fantasy themes). Invite toddlers to build with 
the blocks. Make sure they do not stack the blocks past chin height. 
SAY: Christmas is when we celebrate that JESUS WAS BORN in 
Bethlehem. We wrap up gifts and give them to our loved ones 
because God gave us a very good gift. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent 
Jesus to earth because He loves us.

SING CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Provide jingle bells and rhythm instruments for children to play as 
you sing Christmas songs, such as “Away in a Manger,” “Joy to the 
World,” or “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” If you are unfamiliar 
with these songs, check them out online before class.
SAY: We sing at Christmas to celebrate that JESUS WAS BORN.

SHINE LIGHTS
Before class, tape heart-shaped cutouts around the room at toddler’s 
height. Provide toddler-friendly flashlights for toddlers to shine at 
the hearts as they look for them.
SAY: Angels told shepherds to look for Jesus. JESUS WAS BORN in 
Bethlehem. God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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