
Use Week of:

5 Leader BIBLE STUDY

The apostle Peter preached and taught boldly after 
Pentecost. Jesus had commanded His followers to take the 
gospel to the ends of the earth. Acts 10 shows us how God 
made clear to Peter that the gospel is for everyone—not 
only the Jews but also the Gentiles. 

The story begins in Caesarea (sess uh REE uh), the capital 
city in the Roman province of Judea. Cornelius, a Roman 
centurion, lived in Caesarea. Like many of the people in 

Peter Visited Cornelius

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 10
MAIN POINT: Peter learned the gospel is for all people.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.

TELL  
THE STORY 

(15–20 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE  
THE STORY 

(25–30 MINUTES)
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REVIEW  
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(10+ MINUTES)
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

5

Caesarea, Cornelius was a Gentile; however, he did not 
worship the Roman gods. Cornelius worshiped the one true 
God, and one day, God spoke to Cornelius in a vision. In 
the vision, an angel told Cornelius to send for Peter.
Now Peter was in Joppa (JAHP uh), about 30 miles south 
of Caesarea. As Cornelius’s men approached the city, Peter 
had a vision too. He was on a rooftop when God showed 
him a sheet of animals and commanded him to eat. The 
problem was that some of the animals were considered 
“unclean” by Jewish food laws. Three times, God said to 
Peter, “What God has made clean, do not call impure.”

Peter visited Cornelius and others who had gathered with 
him. Peter understood that God did not want a Jewish man 
to call anyone unclean just because he was a foreigner. (See 
Acts 10:28-29.) Peter preached the gospel to the Gentiles 
there, and they believed. The Holy Spirit filled them, and 
they were baptized.

The gospel is good news for everyone. As you teach 
preschoolers, emphasize that God showed Peter that just as 
there is no “clean” and “unclean” food, there are no “clean” 
and “unclean” people. God calls believers to tell everyone 
the good news about Jesus, no matter who they are or where 
they come from. Jesus is the Lord of all!
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Peter Visited Cornelius
Acts 10

Cornelius was a Roman soldier. He loved God, helped 
other people, and prayed to God. One day, God sent an 
angel to Cornelius. The angel said, “Cornelius, God heard 
you when you prayed.”

The angel told Cornelius to send some men into the 
city to find Peter. When the angel left, Cornelius sent two 
servants and one soldier to the city.

In the city, Peter went up on the roof of a house to 
pray. Then Peter saw a vision. A vision is like a dream, 
but Peter was awake. He saw a big sheet coming down 
from heaven. In the sheet were all kinds of animals, 
snakes and lizards, and birds. A voice said, “Get up, 
Peter. Eat!”

But Peter didn’t want to. He thought the animals were 
unclean. A voice said, “God has made these clean.” Peter 
saw the vision three times, and he tried to understand 
what it meant.

Then the men Cornelius sent into the city found the 
house where Peter was staying. They told Peter to come 
to Cornelius’s house. So the next day, Peter went with the 
men.

When Peter saw Cornelius, he told him that the 
good news about Jesus is for all people, not just Jews. 
“Everyone who believes in Jesus will have their sins 
forgiven,” Peter said.

The people there believed. Cornelius, his family, and 
his friends were baptized; and Peter stayed with them for 
a few days.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props for 
Peter’s vision: Fill 
a sheet with stuffed 
and plastic animals. 
Enlist a leader to 
lower the sheet 
and open it in front 
of children at the 
appropriate moment 
in the Bible story. 

• Move locations: 
Designate one side 
of the room as 
Cornelius’s house 
and the other as the 
house where Peter 
was in the city. Lead 
preschoolers from 
side to side as you 
tell the Bible story. 

The BIBLE STORY

48 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 28 • Session 5

© 2017 LifeWay



Christ Connection: God used a vision to show Peter that the 
good news about Jesus is for everyone. God wants believers to 
tell everyone the good news about Jesus no matter who they are 
or what they do. Jesus is the Lord of all.
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Tell THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Into the World” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “The Story.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to stand up, walk around, and tell three 
different children, “The good news is for you!” 
SAY • Before Jesus, people thought that the Messiah was 

going to come only to save the Jewish people. But 
the good news about Jesus is for everyone! Let’s listen 
to the Bible story to hear how Peter learned that the 
gospel is for all people, not just Jews. 

Open your Bible to Acts 10. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut out a flame shape from orange construction paper and 
place it at Philippians 2:13. Invite a few volunteers to come 
up one at a time and open your Bible to the key passage. 

Invite volunteers to say the key passage from memory. 

• “Into the World” 
song

• “The Story” song

• Bible
• “Peter Visited 

Cornelius” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• orange construction 
paper

• scissors
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “Working in You” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Peter Visited Cornelius
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 10
MAIN POINT: Peter learned the gospel is for all people.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.
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Offer prompts as needed.
SAY • Our key passage tells us that it is God who is working 

in you! God works in all people who love Jesus, just 
like He works in you and in me! It doesn’t matter 
what we look like or where we live, when we trust in 
Jesus, His Spirit works in us!

Sing the key passage song “Working in You” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s say our big picture question, What does the 

Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit helps Christians. 
The Holy Spirit helped Peter understand that the 
gospel is for all people, not just Jews. Then the Holy 
Spirit helped Peter share the gospel with Cornelius. 
The Holy Spirit will help us too!

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Peter learned the gospel is for all people. God used 

a vision to show Peter that the good news about Jesus 
is for everyone. God wants believers to tell everyone 
the good news about Jesus no matter who they are or 
what they do. Jesus is the Lord of all.

Sing “The Story” and “Mighty Fortress (Our God Is 
Faithful)” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for 
prayer by singing “Wherever You Go.” You may also collect 
an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for showing Peter that the gospel 

is for everyone! Please give us the courage and 
confidence to share the gospel with everyone we 
meet. We need Your help. Thank You for the Holy 
Spirit’s help when we are afraid or nervous to tell 
others about Jesus. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “The Story” song
• “Mighty Fortress 

(Our God Is 
Faithful)” song

• “Wherever You Go” 
song

• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Peter Visited Cornelius
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 10
MAIN POINT: Peter learned the gospel is for all people.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.

Experience THE STORY

Toss a ball
Form a circle. Use a permanent marker to alternate 
drawing a person and a mouth in each section of the ball. 
Demonstrate how to gently toss the beach ball to a child. If 
the child’s thumb is on a person drawing, ask her to share 
someone who helps her learn about Jesus. If her thumb is 
on a mouth drawing, ask her to share someone she can tell 
about Jesus.
SAY • God wants believers to tell everyone the good news 

about Jesus no matter who they are or what they do. 
Peter learned the gospel is for all people. 

Sing a song about God
Sing “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” with the 
preschoolers. Provide shakers and rhythm instruments for 
the children to play along with as you sing. You may also 
sing the unit theme or key passage song. 
SAY • God made everything and takes care of everything. 

God loves all people and sent His Son, Jesus. In the 
Bible story today, Peter learned the gospel is for all 
people. 

• beach ball
• permanent marker

LOW PREP

• shakers or rhythm 
instruments 

• “Into the World” 
song (optional)

• “Working in You” 
song (optional)
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Decide whom the gospel is for
Ask the preschoolers yes or no questions and instruct them 
to jump in the air when they answer yes and squat to the 
ground when they answer no. 
SAY • God loves people so much that He sent Jesus to die 

on the cross and come back to life. Anyone who 
trusts in Jesus will be rescued from their sins. Peter 
learned the gospel is for all people. 

Dig for animals in rice
Fill a plastic tub with a few inches of rice. Hide plastic 
animals in the rice. Invite preschoolers to dig for the 
animals.
SAY • God used a vision to show Peter that the good news 

about Jesus is for everyone. Peter saw all kinds of 
animals, snakes and lizards, and birds in the vision. 
Peter learned the gospel is for all people. God 
wants believers to tell everyone the good news about 
Jesus no matter who they are or what they do. Jesus 
is the Lord of all. 

Work puzzles 

Set out a variety of puzzles depicting people of all kinds. 
Review the Bible story as preschoolers work. 
SAY • God makes each person unique. No two people are 

exactly alike, but the gospel is for all people. Peter 
learned the gospel is for all people. God wants 
believers to tell everyone the good news about Jesus 
no matter who they are or what they do. Jesus is the 
Lord of all.

Transition to review the story

Is the gospel for …
• kids? (yes)
• grown-ups (yes)
• people in Asia? 

(yes)
• people in America? 

(yes)
• people everywhere? 

(yes)

• plastic tub
• rice
• plastic animals

• puzzles depicting 
people

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who was Cornelius? (a Roman soldier who loved 
God) 

2. What did God tell Peter through a vision? (The 
gospel is for everyone.)

3. What did Peter tell Cornelius? (the good news about 
Jesus)

4. What happened after Peter shared the gospel with 
Cornelius and Cornelius’s family and friends? (They 
believed and were saved.)

5. What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 
helps Christians. 

SAY • Peter learned that the gospel is for all people; no 
matter where they live or what language they speak. 
God used a vision to show Peter that the good news 
about Jesus is for everyone. God wants believers to 
tell everyone the good news about Jesus no matter 
who they are or what they do. Jesus is the Lord of all.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “The Story” song 
• “Working in You” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Peter Visited Cornelius
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 10
MAIN POINT: Peter learned the gospel is for all people.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.

Review THE STORY

54 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 28 • Session 5

© 2017 LifeWay



Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You that You sent Your Son to save us 

from our sin, no matter who we are or where we are 
from. Please help us to share the good news about 
Jesus with everyone! Amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how Jesus came for all people, so we need to tell 
all people about Him. You may also show the “Musicianary” 
video.
SAY • Sean Michel went to South Africa to share music 

about Jesus with the people there! God used Sean 
Michel to connect with the people there in order 
to tell them about Jesus as our Savior. The gospel is 
for all people, so we can be bold like Sean Michel 
and go tell others about Jesus. Let’s pray that God 
will continue to use music in South Africa to bring 
people in God’s family. 

Sing a song
Lead children in singing “I’m in the Lord’s Army.” If you are 
unfamiliar with the lyrics, tune, or motions, look them up 
online before the session.
SAY • Peter shared the gospel with Cornelius, who was in 

the Roman army. Cornelius and his whole family 
believed in Jesus! 

• “Musicianary” video
• “Missions Prayer 

Cards” printable, 
1 per child
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