
Use Week of:

4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The believers in the early church faced intense persecution. 
After Stephen was killed, Jesus’ followers at the church in 
Jerusalem scattered; however, they did not stop talking 
about Jesus. They continued to share the good news. One 
man, Philip, took the gospel to Samaria. The crowds there 
listened and believed, and they had great joy.

In today’s Bible story, Philip was instructed by an angel of 
the Lord to go to a certain road in the desert. Philip obeyed. 
The Spirit led Philip to a chariot, where an Ethiopian 

The Ethiopian Official Believed

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 8:26-40
MAIN POINT: Philip told the Ethiopian man about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.

TELL  
THE STORY 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 40

EXPERIENCE  
THE STORY 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 42

REVIEW  
THE STORY

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 44
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

4

official was reading the Scriptures from the prophet Isaiah. 
The Ethiopian man did not understand what he was 
reading, so Philip explained it to him.

The man was reading from the prophet Isaiah: “He was led 
like a sheep to the slaughter … In His humiliation justice 
was denied Him. … For His life is taken from the earth” 
(Acts 8:32-33). The official wondered if Isaiah was speaking 
about himself or another person. Philip told the official 
that Isaiah’s words weren’t about Isaiah; they were about 
the Messiah—Jesus! The official believed in Jesus and was 
baptized.

Guide preschoolers to consider the role of the Holy Spirit in 
this interaction between Philip and the Ethiopian official. 
Who was responsible for Philip’s going to the desert? Who 
helped Philip explain the Scriptures? Who changed the 
heart of the official so he would believe?

After his interaction with the Ethiopian official, Philip 
continued sharing the gospel in all the towns on his way to 
the town of Caesarea.

In our mission of making disciples, believers must be willing 
instruments to be used in the hands of the Lord. Philip 
didn’t go into the desert today with a strategy for converting 
another man; the Holy Spirit led Philip, and he obeyed. As 
believers, we can be open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
and willing to follow His lead. He will go with us.
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 The Ethiopian Official Believed
Acts 8:26-40

Philip was one of the men Jesus sent out to tell people 
about Him. One day, an angel told Philip to go to a 
desert road. So Philip went.

On the road, Philip saw a man from Ethiopia. The 
man was an important official who worked for the queen 
of Ethiopia. He was riding in a chariot and reading the 
words of the prophet Isaiah.

The Holy Spirit led Philip to go to the man. Philip 
ran up to him and asked, “Do you understand what you 
are reading?”

The man said, “I need someone to teach it to me.” 
Then he invited Philip into his chariot.

Philip sat with the man, who was reading these words 
from Isaiah: “He was led like a sheep to be killed, and 
just like a lamb is quiet when its wool is cut, He does not 
say anything. What happened to Him was not fair. His 
life was taken away.”

The man asked, “Was Isaiah talking about himself or 
someone else?”

Isaiah was talking about the Messiah, so Philip began 
to teach the man the good news about Jesus.

As they traveled down the road, they came to some 
water. The man asked the chariot to stop He wanted to 
be baptized because he believed in Jesus. Philip baptized 
the man in the water and the man went home happy.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Travel with 
Philip: Use a brown 
or yellow sheet to 
represent a desert 
road. Cut a large 
cardboard box to 
look like a chariot. 
Use a blue sheet 
to represent water. 
Place the items 
around the room. 
Lead preschoolers to 
travel to each setting 
at the appropriate 
time as you tell the 
Bible story.

• Pantomime 
action: Invite 
two male guests 
to pantomime the 
actions of the Bible 
story as you tell it.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: The man from Ethiopia knew what the 
Bible said, but he did not know that the prophets were speaking 
about Jesus. The Holy Spirit led Philip to help the man 
understand the good news about Jesus: Jesus died on the cross 
for our sin, and He is alive, just like the prophets said.
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Tell THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Into the World” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “The Story.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to stand up, high-five three friends, and 
sit back down. 
SAY • When Jesus went back to heaven, He sent His friends 

to go out and tell others about Him. Philip was one 
of those friends! Let’s listen to how God used Philip 
to tell others the good news of Jesus. 

Open your Bible to Acts 8. Show the video or tell the Bible 
story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded 
version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut out a flame shape from orange construction paper and 
place it at Philippians 2:13. Invite a few volunteers to come 
up one at a time and open your Bible to the key passage. 

Form two groups. Invite the first group to say the first 
part of the key passage and the second group to say the 

• “Into the World” 
song

• “The Story” song

• Bible
• “The Ethiopian 

Official Believed” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• orange construction 
paper

• scissors
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “Working in You” 

song

SESSION TITLE: The Ethiopian Official Believed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 8:26-40
MAIN POINT: Philip told the Ethiopian man about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.
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second part of the key passage. Say the passage several times 
then switch assignments and say it several more times.
SAY • Just like our key passage says that God is working in 

us for His good purposes, God worked in Philip to 
tell others about Jesus! 

Sing the key passage song “Working in You” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s say our big picture question, What does the 

Holy Spirit do? [Allow for responses.] The Holy 
Spirit helps Christians. The Bible is full of stories 
about the Holy Spirit helping Jesus’ friends to tell 
others the gospel. In today’s story, Philip told the 
Ethiopian man about Jesus. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • The man from Ethiopia knew what the Bible said, 

but he did not know that the prophets were speaking 
about Jesus. The Holy Spirit led Philip to help the 
man understand the good news about Jesus: Jesus 
died on the cross for our sin, and He is alive, just like 
the prophets said.

Sing “The Story” and “God Is Always with Me” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer 
by singing “Wherever You Go.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for helping Philip tell the Ethiopian 

man about Jesus! Thank You that the Holy Spirit will 
help us tell others about You too. Amen. 

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “The Story” song
• “God Is Always with 

Me” song
• “Wherever You Go” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: The Ethiopian Official Believed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 8:26-40
MAIN POINT: Philip told the Ethiopian man about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.

Experience THE STORY

Follow a tape path
Invite the preschoolers to make a road around the room 
using masking tape. Guide them to drive toy cars or walk 
along the road. 
SAY • An angel told Philip to go down a desert road. Do 

you remember who Philip saw? He saw a man from 
Ethiopia! The Holy Spirit helped Philip to talk to 
the man and to tell him about Jesus. What does the 
Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit helps Christians. 

Play in water
Provide tubs of water or a water table and plastic toys. 
While the children play in the water, talk about what 
baptism is and when people should be baptized. 
SAY • Philip told the Ethiopian man about Jesus and the 

man believed! They stopped along the road when 
they saw water because he wanted to be baptized. 
Philip baptized the man in the water because he 
trusted in Jesus! 

Make a paper plate lamb
Before the session cut out a lamb’s face, two ears, and two 
feet from black construction paper. Find a cutting template 

• masking tape
• transportation toys

LOW PREP

• plastic tubs or water 
table

• water
• water toys
• towels (for cleanup)

• paper plates
• construction paper
• scissors
• glue
• cotton balls
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online if needed. Provide a preschooler with a paper plate 
and invite her to glue cotton balls to cover the plate. Then 
help her glue the face and ears in the center of the plate and 
the two feet to the bottom of the plate. Give the preschooler 
large googley eyes to glue on her lamb’s face. 
SAY • Philip helped the Ethiopian official to understand 

Isaiah’s message. Isaiah compared Jesus to a sheep and 
a lamb. Philip told the Ethiopian man about Jesus. 
The Bible says Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes 
away our sin.

Sort Bibles
Set out 8 to 10 Bibles of different sizes, colors, and shapes. 
Invite preschoolers to inspect the Bibles and to sort them 
into different categories. 
SAY • These Bibles may all look different on the outside, 

but on the inside the words are all the same. The 
Bible is God’s Word, and He gave it to us so that 
we could learn about Him and know Him. Philip 
told the Ethiopian man about Jesus through God’s 
message to the prophet Isaiah. Philip used God’s 
words to tell the Ethiopian man about Jesus. 

Sit in a chariot of chairs
Line up chairs in the classroom two by two to make a long 
train or chariot. Instruct the preschoolers to find a seat on 
the chariot. Pretend to drive down a dirt road like Philip 
and the Ethiopian man did. Encourage children to think of 
something they love about Jesus and share with one another. 
SAY • The Ethiopian man was riding down the road in 

his chariot when Philip saw him. Philip told the 
Ethiopian man about Jesus, and the man believed!

Transition to review the story

• various Bibles, 8 
to 10

• chairs

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Why did Philip go to the desert road? (An angel 
told Philip to go there.) 

2. Whom did Philip meet on the road? (an Ethiopian 
official riding in a chariot)

3. What was the man reading? (words from Isaiah)
4. Whom did Philip teach the man about? (Philip 

told the Ethiopian man about Jesus.)
5. What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians. 
SAY • The man from Ethiopia knew what the Bible said, 

but he did not know that the prophets were speaking 
about Jesus. The Holy Spirit led Philip to help the 
man understand the good news about Jesus: Jesus 
died on the cross for our sin, and He is alive, just like 
the prophets said.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, help us to be like Philip and share the good 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “The Story” song 
• “Working in You” 

song

SESSION TITLE: The Ethiopian Official Believed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 8:26-40
MAIN POINT: Philip told the Ethiopian man about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.

Review THE STORY
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news of Your Son, Jesus, with others. We need the 
Holy Spirit to help us be brave and tell everyone we 
meet about You. Thank You for loving us, we want 
others to know Your love like we do. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how about Philip was like a missionary telling 
others about Jesus. Remind children that the Holy Spirit 
helped Philip and He will help us too. You may also show 
the video “A Farmer Speaks.”
SAY • Maroun is an olive farmer in the Middle East who 

loves Jesus. He reminded us that Jesus said to send 
workers out to tell others about Him. Philip obeyed 
and went out to tell others. To whom will we tell the 
gospel this week? Let’s pray for God to help us tell 
someone about Jesus this week.

Hopscotch the big picture answer
Write each word of the big picture answer on a separate 
piece of paper. Tape the papers to the floor in a hopscotch 
pattern. Instruct children to line up at the base of the 
hopscotch board. Ask, “What does the Holy Spirit do?” 
Then the first child in line will hop as you say the answer, 
“The Holy Spirit helps Christians.” Repeat with each child 
encouraging him to say the answer with you.
SAY • Philip listened to the Holy Spirit. Philip told the 

Ethiopian man about Jesus. What does the Holy 
Spirit do? The Holy Spirit helps Christians.

• “A Farmer Speaks” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• paper
• markers
• tape
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