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Leader BIBLE STUDY

 With the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Jesus’ 
disciples were empowered to carry out Jesus’ mission for 
them—to take the gospel to all the nations. More and more 
people believed in Jesus. They met together at the temple to 
praise and worship God, and the first church began.

One afternoon, two of Jesus’ disciples—Peter and John—
went to the temple to pray. They encountered at the gate a 
man who could not walk. Rather than give the man money, 

Peter Healed a Beggar

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31
MAIN POINT: In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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Peter gave him something much more valuable: immediate 
physical healing in Jesus’ name.

As you teach this Bible story to preschoolers, keep three 
things in mind. First, Peter’s healing the beggar was not 
magic; it was a miracle. Beginning in Acts 3:12, Peter 
responded to the people who were amazed at what had 
happened. “Why are you amazed at this … as though we 
had made him walk by our own power?” The man wasn’t 
healed because Peter was a super-believer. Peter explained 
that it was by Jesus’ power the man was healed.

Second, the man’s healing made him happy and thankful. 
He entered the temple and rejoiced! Consider the wonderful 
miracle of salvation. We are dead in our sin, and God makes 
us alive in Christ! How we should rejoice and give thanks to 
the Lord!

Finally, Peter and John were bold in their witness. When 
confronted by the religious leaders, they did not shy away. 
Peter and John preached about the salvation found in Jesus. 
In fact, they said they were “unable to stop speaking about 
what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).

The same power that enabled Peter to heal the man who 
was lame—the power of the Holy Spirit—enables believers 
today to live on mission for Jesus. Pray that God would give 
the preschoolers you teach a willingness to be used by Him 
for His glory and for the fame of Jesus’ name. 
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Peter Healed a Beggar
Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31

One day, Peter and John went to the temple to pray. 
They saw a man sitting by the gate. The man could not 
walk, so every day his friends carried him to the temple. 
As people went into the temple, the man asked them for 
money since he could not work.

The man asked Peter and John for help. Peter said to 
him, “Look at us.” The man looked at Peter and John. He 
thought they were going to give him money.

“I do not have silver or gold,” Peter said. But Peter did 
have something better. “In the name of Jesus, stand up 
and walk.”

Peter helped the man up. The man was healed! His 
feet were strong, and he could walk and jump. Then the 
man went into the temple with Peter and John, and he 
praised God.

Everyone who saw the man was amazed. This was the 
man who could not walk, but now he could walk! How 
could such a wonderful thing happen?

The next day, the religious leaders met together. They 
asked Peter and John, “How did you heal this man?”

Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and said, “This 
man was healed by the power of Jesus.” Then Peter told 
the religious leaders that Jesus is the most important 
One of all.

The religious leaders did not know what to say. They 
told Peter and John to be quiet and to stop telling people 
about Jesus.

But Peter said, “We cannot keep quiet. We must tell 
people what we have seen and heard.” Peter and John met 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Play it out: Invite 
preschoolers to 
pretend to be the 
man who could not 
walk. Invite them 
to sit down and 
pretend to ask for 
money. When you 
come to the part of 
the story where the 
man is healed, invite 
preschoolers to stand 
up, jump, and walk 
around the room 
praising God. 

• Make it physical: 
Guide preschoolers to 
stand at one end of 
the room while you 
tell the Bible story. 
Invite them to take 
a step forward every 
time you say “walk.” 

The BIBLE STORY
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with other believers and prayed that God would give them 
power to be brave and tell people about Jesus.

Christ Connection: After Jesus went back to heaven, the 
Holy Spirit gave Jesus’ followers power to begin working. With 
the power of Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could not 
walk. The religious leaders could not stop Jesus’ followers from 
telling people the good news about Jesus.
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Tell THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Into the World” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “The Story.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Ask preschoolers if anyone has ever carried them anywhere. 
Suggest times when a person might be carried. 
SAY • A man in today’s Bible story was unable to walk. He 

did not have a wheelchair. Someone always had to 
carry him. One day, Jesus’ friends Peter and John 
met this man and by the power of Jesus’ name they 
changed the man’s life. Let’s listen to the story from 
the Bible to see how this man’s life was changed. 

Open your Bible to Acts 3. Show the video or tell the Bible 
story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded 
version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut out a flame shape from orange construction paper and 
place it at Philippians 2:13. Invite a few volunteers to come 
up one at a time and open your Bible to the key passage. 

• “Into the World” 
song

• “The Story” song

• Bible
• “Peter Healed a 

Beggar” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• orange construction 
paper

• scissors
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “Working in You” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Beggar
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31
MAIN POINT: In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.
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Invite all the boys to say the verse with you. Then invite all 
the girls to say the verse with you.
SAY • God worked His plan for the man who could not 

walk, and He used Peter and John to do it. Our key 
passage reminds us that God gives us the same Holy 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit works in us to make us more 
like Jesus and through us to tell others about Jesus.

Sing the key passage song “Working in You” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s say our big picture question: What does the 

Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit helps Christians. 
The Holy Spirit helped Peter by giving him power to 
heal a man who could not walk. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • After Jesus went back to heaven, the Holy Spirit gave 

Jesus’ followers power to begin working. In Jesus’ 
name, Peter and John healed a man who could 
not walk. The religious leaders could not stop Jesus’ 
followers from telling people the good news about 
Jesus. 

Sing “The Story” and “God Is Always with Me” as children 
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing 
“Wherever You Go.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending the Holy Spirit to help 

Peter and John heal the man and for making them 
unafraid to tell others about You. Help us to be 
unafraid to tell others about You too. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “The Story” song
• “God Is Always with 

Me” song
• “Wherever You Go” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Beggar
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31
MAIN POINT: In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.

Experience THE STORY

Play “Simon Says”
Play “Simon Says” according to the traditional rules. 
Explain that you will give commands, but children should 
only obey commands that begin with “Simon Says.” 
SAY • Great job doing exactly what Simon said to do! In 

Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man. Peter told the man 
to stand up and walk. Did the man do what Peter 
told him? Yes! He was able to stand up and walk 
for the first time because the Holy Spirit gave Peter 
power to heal him.

Sort coins
Invite preschoolers to sit around a table. Place different 
kinds of coins in the center of the table. Invite preschoolers 
to sort the coins into piles by size, color, and so forth. 
Sanitize hands after touching the coins.
SAY • The man in the story asked for money every single 

day. He thought that was what he needed to make 
his life better. But Peter and John offered the man 
something better than money—Jesus! In Jesus’ 
name, Peter healed a man.

LOW PREP

• coins
• hand sanitizer
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Make coin rubbings
Demonstrate how to place a coin under a sheet of paper 
and rub over it with the side of an unwrapped crayon. 
Encourage children to experiment with different coins.
SAY • In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could not 

walk. The man who couldn’t walk was asking for 
coins, but Peter and John gave him something better! 
The Holy Spirit helped them. What does the Holy 
Spirit do? The Holy Spirit helps Christians. 

Make footprint puzzles 
Invite a preschooler to stand on a sheet of construction 
paper while you trace his feet. Guide him to cut out his 
footprints and cut each one into three pieces to make a 
puzzle. Encourage preschoolers to trade puzzles with each 
other to work. Put each preschooler’s foot puzzles in a 
ziplock bag to take home.
SAY • In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could not 

walk. The religious leaders wanted to know how the 
man was healed. Peter told them: the power of Jesus 
healed the man. The religious leaders could not stop 
Jesus’ followers from telling people the good news 
about Jesus.

Play out the Bible story
Encourage the children to play out the Bible story as you 
read it again. Choose children to be Peter, John, the man, 
and the people in the temple. 
SAY • The Holy Spirit gave Peter and John the power to 

heal a man in Jesus’ name! What does the Holy 
Spirit do? The Holy Spirit helps Christians. 

Transition to review the story

• different types of 
coins

• paper
• unwrapped crayons

Tip: Make sure 
preschoolers do not 
put coins in their 
mouths. 

• construction paper
• marker
• blunt-tipped 

scissors
• ziplock bag

• Bible times dress-up 
clothes (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Why did the man ask for money at the temple? (He 
could not walk so he could not work.) 

2. What did Peter give the man instead of money? (In 
Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man.)

3. What did the man do after Peter healed him? (He 
went into the temple and praised God!)

4. What did Peter and John pray for at the end of the 
story? (They prayed that God would give them power 
to be brave and tell people about Jesus.)

5. What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 
helps Christians.

SAY • After Jesus went back to heaven, the Holy Spirit gave 
Jesus’ followers power to begin working. With the 
power of Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could 
not walk. The religious leaders could not stop Jesus’ 
followers from telling people the good news about 
Jesus.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “The Story” song 
• “Working in You” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Beggar
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31
MAIN POINT: In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians.

Review THE STORY
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for giving us the Bible so we can 

learn about Your power. Thank You for giving Peter 
and John Your Holy Spirit to heal the man. Thank 
You for giving us that same Holy Spirit to make us 
brave in telling others about Jesus. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how the Holy Spirit helped Peter and John, and 
He is our Helper as well. The Holy Spirit never leaves God’s 
people. You may also show the “Being Bold” video.
SAY • Trevor and Elaine are being bold in Uganda and 

telling others about Jesus. Do you know who is 
helping them to be bold? The Holy Spirit is their 
Helper! Let’s pray for them to be refreshed by the 
Holy Spirit when they are tired so that they can 
continue serving God as missionaries in Uganda. 

Do the “Hokey Pokey” 
Form a circle. Lead preschoolers to sing the “Hokey 
Pokey” lyrics and move the mentioned body parts at the 
appropriate time. If you are unfamiliar with the tune or 
lyrics, look them up online before the session. 
SAY • We used our legs to play the hokey pokey! The man 

in today’s Bible story could not walk, but in Jesus’ 
name, Peter healed a man. The man went into the 
temple with Peter and John, and he praised God. 

• “Being Bold” video
• “Missions Prayer 

Cards” printable, 
1 per child
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