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UNIT 28
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The apostle Peter preached and taught boldly after 
Pentecost. Jesus had commanded His followers to take the 
gospel to the ends of the earth. Acts 10 shows us how God 
made clear to Peter that the gospel is for everyone—not 
only the Jews but also the Gentiles. 

The story begins in Caesarea (SESS uh REE uh), the capital 
city in the Roman province of Judea. Cornelius, a Roman 
centurion, lived in Caesarea. Like many of the people in 
Caesarea, Cornelius was a Gentile; however, he did not 
worship the Roman gods. Cornelius worshiped the one true 
God, and one day, God spoke to Cornelius in a vision. In 
the vision, an angel told Cornelius to send for Peter.

Use Week of:

Peter Visited Cornelius

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 10
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit told Peter to preach to Cornelius, a Gentile.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 74

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 76

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 82

70 Older Kids Leader Guide
Unit 28 • Session 5

© 2017 LIfeWay



5

Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Now Peter was in Joppa (JAHP uh), about 30 miles south 
of Caesarea. As Cornelius’s men approached the city, Peter 
had a vision too. He was on a rooftop when God showed 
him a sheet of animals and commanded him to eat. The 
problem was that some of the animals were considered 
“unclean” by Jewish food laws. Three times, God said to 
Peter, “What God has made clean, do not call impure.”

Peter visited Cornelius and others who had gathered with 
him. Peter understood that God did not want a Jewish man 
to call anyone unclean just because he was a foreigner. (See 
Acts 10:28-29.) Peter preached the gospel to the Gentiles 
there, and they believed. The Holy Spirit filled them, and 
they were baptized.

The gospel is good news for everyone. As you teach kids, 
emphasize that God showed Peter that just as there is 
no “clean” and “unclean” food, there are no “clean” and 
“unclean” people. God calls believers to tell everyone the 
good news about Jesus, no matter who they are or where 
they come from. Jesus is the Lord of all!
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Peter Visited Cornelius
Acts 10

Cornelius was a man who lived in Caesarea (SESS uh 
REE uh). He was an officer in the Roman army, and he 
and everyone in his house worshiped God. Cornelius 
helped other people, and he always prayed to God. One 
afternoon, Cornelius saw a vision of an angel of God 
coming to him. The angel said, “Cornelius!”

Cornelius was afraid. He looked at the angel and said, 
“What is it?”

The angel said, “God has heard your prayers, and He 
has seen how you help others.” Then the angel instructed 
Cornelius to send for a man named Peter, who was in the 
city of Joppa. When the angel left, Cornelius sent two of 
his servants and one soldier to Joppa.

The next day, as the servants and soldier were nearing 
the city, Peter went up on the roof of the house to pray. 
He was hungry, but while he was waiting for the meal, 
Peter saw a vision. In this vision, Peter saw something 
like a large sheet coming down from heaven. In the sheet 
were all kinds of animals, reptiles, and birds. Then a 
voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat!”

“No, Lord!” Peter said. “I have never eaten anything 
that is not clean or not used for food.”

Again, a voice said to him, “God has made these 
clean. Do not call them unfit to eat.” This happened three 
times, and then the whole thing was taken up into heaven. 
Peter tried to understand what the vision meant.

Then the men Cornelius had sent arrived at the gate. 
They explained that Cornelius had seen a vision, and an 
angel instructed him to send for Peter. So the next day, 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props: Arrange a 
sheet on the floor with 
plastic or stuffed animals 
(camels, rabbits, pigs, 
eagles, owls, bats, and 
so forth).

• Move and tell: Move 
around the room as 
you tell about Peter 
going different places: 
up on the roof and to 
Cornelius’s house.

The BIBLE STORY
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Peter went with the men to Caesarea.
When Peter got to Cornelius’s house, he began to 

speak. Peter explained that God does not consider some 
people to be better than others. God had sent good news 
to the Israelites—Jesus is Lord of all. “Everyone who 
believes in Jesus will have their sins forgiven,” Peter said.

While Peter said this, the Holy Spirit came down 
on those who heard the message—not just the Jewish 
people, but the Gentiles, or non-Jews, too. The Jewish 
believers were amazed.

Cornelius, his friends, and his relatives were baptized 
in the name of Jesus, and Peter stayed with them for a few 
days.

Christ Connection: God showed Peter that just as there is no 
“clean” and “unclean” food, there are no “clean” and “unclean” 
people. God calls believers to tell everyone the good news about 
Jesus, no matter who they are or where they come from. Jesus is 
the Lord of all.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover how God’s 
Word can help 

them grow in the 
gospel. Order in 
bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Peter Visited Cornelius
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 10
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit told Peter to preach to Cornelius, a Gentile.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to imagine they could 
create a new animal. Invite kids to share what their new 
animal would look like. What would it do?
SAY • Today we are going to hear about one of Jesus’ 

followers who had a vision of many animals.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Word Search” on the activity 
page.
SAY • All of these words have something to do with the 

Bible story we are going to hear today. Do these 
words remind you of any stories you know from the 
Bible? [Allow kids to respond.] Great ideas! We will 
find out soon if you’re right.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: “Red light, green light”
Remind kids how to play the game “Red Light, Green 
Light.” Kids can move around the room until you shout, 

• “Word Search” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

LOW PREP
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“Red light!” Then they must stop in place. When you say, 
“Green light!” they may move again. Explain that today, the 
rules are going to change. When you say, “Green light,” kids 
should stop. When you say, “Red light,” kids may move 
again. Play for several minutes.

For an added challenge, change the rules to incorporate 
other colors such as “Blue light!” (wiggle in place) and 
“Yellow light!” (move in slow motion)
SAY • Playing a game with new rules is kind of hard! It feels 

kind of wrong. In the Bible story we will hear today, 
God gave Peter a vision to change how Peter thought 
about certain things and certain people.

OPTION 2: Best and worst
Invite kids to decide together the top five best and worst 
foods. Invite suggestions and friendly discussion. As kids 
talk, list all of their ideas. Then guide them to number the 
foods to indicate the best five and the worst five.

Prompt kids by asking, “If you could only eat five foods 
the rest of your life, what would you choose?” and “Name 
five foods you never want to eat again.”

Encourage kids to work together and compromise to 
develop final “Best Five” and “Worst Five” lists.
SAY • I like your lists. In today’s Bible story, God told Peter 

in a vision to eat some foods but Peter did not want 
to. We will find out what happened when we hear 
our story.

Transition to teach the story

• large piece of paper or 
dry erase board

• marker
• eraser (optional)
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a black outfit with a colorful cape. To 
the side, a prop box is displayed on a stool or table.]
LEADER • Ladies and gentlemen! I am the not-so-great 

illusionist, Sir [or Madam] [your name]. And now, for 
my last illusion, I am going to fly on a rug. [Remove 
a small rug or carpet square from the prop box. Position 
it on the floor and walk around it twice. Smooth it with 
your hands and then kneel in the middle of the rug and 
say, “Blast off!”]

I don’t think blast off is the right phrase. Let’s try 
this again … Kablaam! [Look disappointed.] Wah-
zoom? … Huh. I give up.

[Roll up the rug and return it to the prop box.] 
Well, I think you will like our Bible story today. 
One of Jesus’ followers, Peter, had a vision. He saw 
something moving through the air, but it wasn’t a 
flying carpet! Let’s find out what it was.

• countdown video

• leader attire
• prop box
• stool or table
• small rug or carpet 

square

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Peter Visited Cornelius
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 10
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit told Peter to preach to Cornelius, a Gentile.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Let’s review our big picture question and answer: 
What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 
helps Christians follow Jesus. When a person trusts 
in Jesus, the Holy Spirit comes to live inside of that 
person. The Holy Spirit changes believers to become 
more like Jesus.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle. Point to previous 
stories as you review.
LEADER • We have been hearing stories from the Book of 

Acts about the early church and what Jesus’ followers 
did after Jesus ascended to heaven. The Holy 
Spirit came and gave Jesus’ disciples power to carry 
out God’s plan of taking the gospel to the whole 
world. Today’s Bible story is called “Peter Visited 
Cornelius.” God spoke to Peter in a vision to give 
him an important message about Gentiles, or non-
Jews, like Cornelius. Let’s find out what God said.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 10. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “Peter Visited Cornelius.”
LEADER • Peter had quite the interesting experience! There 

he was, waiting for lunch and praying on the rooftop 
when he saw a vision. Something that looked like a 
large sheet came from heaven and he saw animals in 
it. These weren’t just any animals. The animals Peter 
saw were considered unclean by the Jewish laws. That 
means Jews weren’t allowed to eat these animals. So 

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

• Bibles
• “Peter Visited Cornelius” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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when a voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; kill and 
eat,” Peter didn’t want to! But the voice said, “What 
God has made clean, do not call unclean.”

We can find the law about clean and unclean 
animals in the Book of Deuteronomy. The law said 
God’s people were allowed to eat sheep and deer. 
They were not allowed to eat camel or pigs. They 
could eat certain fish but not owls or ostriches.

Three times, the voice said, “What God has made 
clean, do not call unclean.” Then the sheet and the 
animals were taken up into heaven.

Now, this story isn’t about what animals you 
should eat and what animals you should not eat. The 
meaning of the vision was greater. God wanted Peter 
to understand that He accepts all people who trust 
in Jesus—not just Jews. The Jews were God’s chosen 
people, descendants of Abraham through Isaac and 
Jacob. God wanted Peter to understand that He loves 
all people and wants everyone to saved.

The Holy Spirit told Peter to preach to 
Cornelius, a Gentile. When the men whom 
Cornelius had sent to Joppa arrived, Peter agreed to 
go with them to Caesarea to visit Cornelius.

Christ connection
LEADER • When Cornelius and the people with him heard 

the gospel, they believed and the Holy Spirit came 
down on them. Jews and non-Jews received the Holy 
Spirit—proof that God accepts everyone who trusts 
in Jesus.

God showed Peter that just as there is no “clean” 
and “unclean” food, there are no “clean” and 

Note: With Jesus’ 
cleansing sacrifice, 
the food laws that 
kept Jews from 
Gentiles were lifted. 
(See Mark 7:19.)

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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“unclean” people. God calls believers to tell everyone 
the good news about Jesus, no matter who they are 
or where they come from. Jesus is the Lord of all.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Philippians 2:13.
LEADER • We learned in our Bible story today that the 

gospel is for everyone—Jews and Gentiles. God’s 
purpose for our lives is for His glory. Through the 
Holy Spirit, God gives us power to tell others the 
good news about Jesus. Let’s sing.

Lead boys and girls in singing “His Good Purpose.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • In our Bible story today, the Holy Spirit told 
Peter to preach to Cornelius, a Gentile. This was a 
big deal because it showed that God wanted to save 
everyone—not just Jews. God’s plan of salvation is 
for all people. Remember that as we watch this video.

Show the “Unit 28, Session 5” discussion starter video. 
Then lead kids to discuss the following questions:

• In the video, Jacob had some specific requirements 
for who would be allowed to come to his birthday 
party. How did that make people feel?

• Are people any less important because of who they 
are, what they like to do, or where they are from?

• How does God feel about everyone?
• How should believers show God’s love when deciding 
who to share the gospel with?

LEADER • God calls us to tell everyone about Jesus, no 
matter who they are or where they are from. Because 

• Key Passage Poster
• “His Good Purpose” 

song

• “Unit 28, Session 5” 
discussion starter 
video
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believers long ago were faithful to share the good 
news about Jesus with all kinds of people, we have 
the good news to share today. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • If you have already trusted in Jesus, do you think 
you need to hear the gospel? Why or why not? The 
truth is, we all need to hear the gospel every day. We 
so easily forget the good news about what Jesus has 
done for us that we need to hear it just as much as 
anyone. Let’s sing.

Sing together “The Story.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord God, You love us and You have made 

Yourself known to us. Don’t let us keep the gospel to 
ourselves. Help us want to tell others and lead us to 
tell them, trusting that You are working through us 
for Your glory. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “The Story” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.

81The God Who Empowers

© 2017 LIfeWay



Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Peter Visited Cornelius 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 10
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit told Peter to preach to Cornelius, a Gentile.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before the session, write the words of the key passage on 
separate clothespins. Put the clothespins into a pie tin. If 
your group is large, prepare more than one set.

Display the key passage poster and invite kids to read 
it aloud. Then challenge them to arrange the clothespins 
in order around the edge of the pie tin. When they finish, 
guide them to check their work by reading the key passage 
poster again.
SAY • Great work, everyone. Paul wrote these words in a 

letter to believers in Philippi to remind them that 
God works through believers as they do His work.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Before the session, list the following questions on a piece 
of paper and cut them apart. Include the references, but do 
not include the answers. Put the question strips into a paper 
bag. Call for a volunteer to pull out a question strip and 
read it aloud. Ask kids to raise their hand if they think they 
know the answer. Call on a kid with his hand raised. 

Encourage kids to find the reference in their Bibles to 
check their answers. Repeat with the remaining questions.

• Key Passage Poster
• pie tin
• clothespins
• marker

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• paper
• marker
• scissors
• paper bag
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1. Who was Cornelius? (a centurion, or officer, in the 
Roman army; Acts 10:1)

2. What did Cornelius see in a vision? (an angel, 
Acts 10:3)

3. The angel told Cornelius to call for whom? (Simon 
Peter, Acts 10:5)

4. Why was Peter on the roof? (to pray, Acts 10:9)
5. What did Peter see in a vision? (a large sheet with 

animals in it, Acts 10:11-12)
6. What did God tell Peter to do? (kill and eat, 

Acts 10:13)
7. Whom did the Holy Spirit fill? (those who heard the 

message, both Jews and Gentiles; Acts 10:44-45)
SAY • The Holy Spirit told Peter to preach to Cornelius, 

a Gentile. God showed Peter that just as there is no 
“clean” and “unclean” food, there are no “clean” and 
“unclean” people. God calls believers to tell everyone 
the good news about Jesus, no matter who they are 
or where they come from. Jesus is the Lord of all.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Sheet toss
Lay a parachute or sheet on the floor and instruct kids to 
take hold of the edge with both hands. Guide kids to spread 
out evenly around the perimeter and hold the sheet at waist 
level. Toss a few stuffed animals onto the sheet and lead kids 
through several games.

• Popcorn—Shake the sheet to make the animals pop 
up like popcorn.

• Around and around—Kids turn their bodies sideways 
and hold the sheet with one hand. They should walk 
in a circle and move the sheet slowly up and down. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• parachute or large bed 
sheet

• stuffed animals

LOW PREP
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• Animal jumps—Each kid shakes the sheet to keep the 
animals from touching him or her.

• The wave—Kids put up their hands, one after 
another, in order to create a synchronized “wave.”

SAY • Peter was on a roof when he saw a vision of a 
something like a sheet with animals in it. Peter saw 
animals that were considered “unclean” but a voice 
told him that God had made them clean. God 
showed Peter that just as there is no “clean” and 
“unclean” food, there are no “clean” and “unclean” 
people. God calls believers to tell everyone the good 
news about Jesus, no matter who they are or where 
they come from. Jesus is the Lord of all.

OPTION 2: Clean/unclean magnets
Provide for each kid one 4-inch foam square, one 2-by-4-
inch foam rectangle, and a 3-inch strip of magnetic tape. 
Guide kids to glue the foam rectangle over half of the foam 
square. Kids should remove the adhesive backing from the 
magnetic tape and attach it to the back of the foam square.

Provide permanent markers for kids to write CLEAN 
on the top half of foam square. Then demonstrate how to 
rotate the square 180 degrees and write UNCLEAN on the 
opposite half.

Explain that the magnet can be displayed on a 
dishwasher to indicate (when CLEAN is upward) that 
the dishes are clean and ready to be put away or (when 
UNCLEAN is upward) that the dishes have not yet been 
cleaned. If kids do not have a dishwasher at home, they may 
display the magnet on a refrigerator or locker as a reminder 
of today’s Bible story. There are no “clean” or “unclean” 
people. Jesus is Lord of all.

• magnetic tape strips
• foam sheets
• scissors
• permanent markers
• glue
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SAY • In our Bible story today, the Holy Spirit told Peter 
to preach to Cornelius, a Gentile. When Peter 
spoke to Cornelius and the people at his house, the 
Holy Spirit came down on those who heard the 
message—both Jews and Gentiles. God showed Peter 
that just as there is no “clean” and “unclean” food, 
there are no “clean” and “unclean” people. God calls 
believers to tell everyone the good news about Jesus, 
no matter who they are or where they come from. 
Jesus is the Lord of all.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
asking God to open kids’ hearts to love everyone no matter 
who they are or where they are from.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Clean or 
Unclean?” on the activity page. Prompt kids to cross out 
animals that were considered unclean and circle animals that 
were considered clean. Remind kids how God showed Peter 
that just as there is no “clean” and “unclean” food, there are 
no “clean” and “unclean” people.

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Clean or Unclean?” 

activity page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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