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The Holy Spirit Came
Acts 2:1-4,22-42

MAIN POINT: THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME TO THE APOSTLES
ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST.

On the day of Pentecost, Jesus’ disciples were gathered together in Jerusalem. 
All of a sudden, a sound came from heaven. Then tongues appeared like flames 
of fire, and they rested on each of the disciples. The disciples were filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit gave them the ability to speak in different 
languages!

Peter spoke to a crowd that had gathered. “God pointed out to you Jesus the 
Nazarene,” he said. “Even though God planned for Jesus to die, you used lawless 
people to nail Him to a cross and kill Him. But death did not keep hold of Jesus; 
God raised Jesus from the dead.”

The Holy Spirit convinced the people that Peter was telling the truth. “What 
must we do to be saved?” they asked.

Peter told the people to repent. Everyone who believed Peter’s message was 
baptized. That day, about 3,000 people joined Jesus’ followers.

Christ Connection: God kept His promise to send the Holy Spirit. With the Holy 
Spirit’s help, Jesus’ disciples could begin their work to share the gospel with the entire 
world. God gives the Holy Spirit to those who trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior. The 
Holy Spirit gives us power to do God’s work, and He changes us to be more like Jesus.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they 

for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do 

they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
•   How did the disciples behave 

before the Holy Spirit came?

•   How did they behave after the 
Holy Spirit came? 

•   How does the Holy Spirit help us 
today?
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Spot It! | Can you spot the differences between the two pictures? There are 10!

What Does It Mean? | Follow the paths to discover the meanings of these words.

The                                    came to the                       on the                                          .
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• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they 

for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do 

they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
•   Share about a time you got 

something better than you 
expected.

•   Where did the power to heal the 
man come from? 

•   How can the Holy Spirit empower 
us to help people today?

Peter Healed a Beggar
Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31

MAIN POINT: IN JESUS’ NAME, PETER HEALED A MAN
WHO COULD NOT WALK.

One afternoon, Peter and John went to the temple. When they got there, Peter 
and John saw a man sitting by a gate. The man could not walk. As people entered 
the temple, they walked by the man, and the man asked them for money since he 
could not work.

Peter said to the man, “Look at us.” The man looked at Peter and John.
Peter said, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk!”
Peter reached out and helped the man up. All of a sudden, the man’s feet and 

ankles were strong. He could walk! He went into the temple with Peter and John, 
and he praised God.

The people were amazed at what had happened.
The next day, the religious leaders got together. They asked Peter and John, 

“How did you heal this man? By what power or in what name did you do this?”
Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit. He said, “We want all of you to know 

that this man was healed by the power of Jesus Christ from Nazareth.”
The religious leaders were amazed, and they didn’t know what to say. They 

ordered Peter and John to never preach or teach in the name of Jesus again.
Peter and John said, “We cannot be quiet. We must tell people about what we 

have seen and heard.”

Christ Connection: After Jesus returned to heaven, the Holy Spirit gave the disciples 
power to begin working. With the power of Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who was 
lame. Not even the religious leaders could stop Jesus’ followers from sharing the good 
news about Jesus.
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Triple Match
Circle the three crutches that are the same to discover what 
happened in today’s Bible story.

Christ Connection Crossword
Fill in the crossword puzzle using the missing words from 
the Christ Connection.

After Jesus returned to __________ (7 Down), the _________   ___________   

(6 Across) gave the _____________ (2 Down) _____________ (9 Across) to  

begin working. With the power of Jesus’ name, _____________ (4 Across) 

______________ (3 Down) a man who was lame. Not even the religious 

_____________ (8 Across) could stop Jesus’ _____________ (1 Down) from  

__________________ (5 Across) the good news about Jesus.
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• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they 

for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do 

they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
•   What do you think Stephen valued 

most?

•  What do you value most? 

•   How can we show we value Jesus 
in our lives?

Stephen’s Address
Acts 6:8–7:60

MAIN POINT: STEPHEN WAS NOT AFRAID TO DIE SO THAT
OTHERS WOULD HEAR ABOUT JESUS.

One of Jesus’ followers was named Stephen. One day, some Jews came and 
began to argue with Stephen. The Holy Spirit helped Stephen speak with wisdom.

The Jews decided to lie about Stephen. The people dragged Stephen to the 
Jewish court.

Stephen began to preach about Jesus. He started by reminding the Jews about 
Abraham. He reminded them about Joseph and Moses. When God’s people lived 
in Egypt, God called Moses to rescue His people from Pharaoh. Moses led God’s 
people away from Egypt, but they turned against Moses and against God.

God did not give up on His people, though. He was working out a plan. 
Stephen told them these stories to explain that Jesus was the Messiah God had 

promised! But just like their ancestors rejected and killed the prophets in the Old 
Testament, these Jewish leaders had rejected Jesus and murdered Him!

Stephen’s words made the Jewish leaders so angry! Stephen was filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and he looked up into heaven. Stephen saw Jesus standing there.

The Jewish leaders screamed at the top of their lungs. They threw Stephen out 
of the city and began to throw stones at him. As they were stoning him, Stephen 
called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” Then Stephen knelt down and cried 
out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” After saying this, 
Stephen died.

Christ Connection: Stephen was killed because he was a Christian. Jesus was 
crucified, and He told His followers that they would be persecuted—hated, hurt, or 
even killed—for loving Him. Jesus also said that those who suffer for Him would be 
blessed. (Matthew 5:11) We can face suffering in this life because Jesus suffered first. He 
died and then rose again, and He is waiting for us in heaven.

5
© 2017 LifeWay



Can’t Live
Without It
Number the following items from 1 to 8.

1 = Can’t live without it!

8 = Wouldn’t miss it at all

Stephen Said
Color in the spaces to discover 
what Stephen saw when he 
looked up into heaven.

1 – yellow

2 - blue
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• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they 

for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do 

they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
•   Who can we ask if we have 

questions about the Bible?

•   How can you know when the Holy 
Spirit is leading you?

•   How could you respond in love to 
a person who rejects Jesus?

The Ethiopian Official Believed
Acts 8:26-40

MAIN POINT: THE HOLY SPIRIT TOLD PHILIP TO TELL
THE ETHIOPIAN MAN ABOUT JESUS.

An angel of the Lord told Philip, a follower of Jesus, to go to a desert road 
between Jerusalem and Gaza. So Philip went.

On the road was a man from Ethiopia. He sat in his chariot, reading aloud the 
words of the prophet Isaiah.

The Holy Spirit told Philip to go to the chariot, so Philip ran up to it. “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked the man.

The official replied, “How can I, unless someone explains it to me?” He invited 
Philip into his chariot, and Philip sat with him.

Philip began to tell the man the good news about Jesus.
As they traveled down the road, they came to some water. “What would keep 

me from being baptized?” the official asked.
Then the official asked the chariot to stop. He and Philip went down into the 

water, and Philip baptized him. The official continued home, and he was very 
happy.

Christ Connection: The Ethiopian official knew what the Old Testament prophets 
had said, but he did not understand that the prophets spoke about Jesus. The Holy 
Spirit led Philip to help the official understand the good news about Jesus: Jesus died on 
the cross for our sins and was raised from the dead, just like the Old Testament prophets 
said.
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Led to Tell
Trace the path from Philip to the Ethiopian official.

Two Talking
Find Acts 8:26-40 in your Bible. Mark the box 
to show who said each statement. 

“Do you understand what you’re reading?”

  Philip     Ethiopian Official

“How can I, unless someone guides me?”

  Philip     Ethiopian Official

“Who is the prophet saying this about?”

   Philip     Ethiopian Official

“What would keep me from being baptized?”

  Philip     Ethiopian Official

“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God.”

   Philip     Ethiopian Official
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• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they 

for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do 

they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
•   How do you treat people who are 

different than you?

•  What is one way all people are 
alike?

•  How can we show love to 
everyone?

Peter Visited Cornelius
Acts 10

MAIN POINT: THE HOLY SPIRIT TOLD PETER TO PREACH
TO CORNELIUS, A GENTILE.

Cornelius was an officer in the Roman army, and he and everyone in his house 
worshiped God. One afternoon, Cornelius saw a vision of an angel of God coming 
to him. The angel instructed Cornelius to send for a man named Peter, who was in 
the city of Joppa. When the angel left, Cornelius sent two of his servants and one 
soldier to Joppa.

The next day, as the servants and soldier were nearing the city, Peter went 
up on the roof of the house to pray. Peter saw a vision. In this vision, Peter saw 
something like a large sheet coming down from heaven. In the sheet were all kinds 
of animals, reptiles, and birds.

Then a voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat!” “No, Lord!” Peter said. 
“I have never eaten anything that is not clean or not used for food.” Again, a voice 
said to him, “God has made these clean. Do not call them unfit to eat.”

Then the men Cornelius had sent arrived at the gate. They explained that 
Cornelius had seen a vision, and an angel instructed him to send for Peter. So the 
next day, Peter went with the men.

When Peter got to Cornelius’s house, he explained that God does not consider 
some people to be better than others. God had sent good news to the Israelites—
Jesus is Lord of all.

“Everyone who believes in Jesus will have their sins forgiven,” Peter said.
While Peter said this, the Holy Spirit came down on those who heard the 

message—not just the Jewish people, but the Gentiles, or non-Jews, too. The 
Jewish believers were amazed.

Cornelius, his friends, and his relatives were baptized in the name of Jesus.

Christ Connection: God showed Peter that just as there is no “clean” and “unclean” 
food, there are no “clean” and “unclean” people. God calls believers to tell everyone the 
good news about Jesus, no matter who they are or where they come from. Jesus is the 
Lord of all.
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Word Search
Find the words hidden in the puzzle.

Clean or Unclean?
God’s laws for His people told them which animals they could eat (“clean” animals) and which animals they could not eat (“unclean” animals). 
Can you guess which animals the Jews were allowed to eat and which were not allowed? Read Deuteronomy 14:3-20 to check your answers.
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