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The Stolen Blessing
Genesis 25:27-34; 27:1-45

MAIN POINT: JACOB STOLE ESAU’S BLESSING.

Jacob and Esau were brothers. Esau was a hunter while Jacob worked at home. 
One day, Jacob was cooking lentil stew when his brother came home from the 
field. “I am exhausted!” he said. “Let me eat some of that red stuff.”

Jacob answered, “First sell me your birthright.” Whoever had the birthright got 
more of his family’s belongings when his parents died.

“I’m so hungry, I’m about to die!” Esau replied. He agreed to give Jacob his 
birthright for stew and bread.

Now their father Isaac was getting old and losing his eyesight. Isaac called for 
Esau. “I want to bless you before I die,” Isaac said. Isaac asked Esau to bring back 
food from a hunt and cook it for him.

Rebekah heard Isaac and Esau talking. She told her son Jacob what was 
happening and came up with her own plan. Rebecca made Isaac’s favorite meal. 
She put Esau’s clothes on Jacob and covered his skin with goat hair so that Isaac 
would think Jacob was Esau. Then Jacob took the meal to his father.

“Who are you, my son?” Isaac asked.
“I am Esau, your firstborn. I have done as you told me,” Jacob said.
After the meal, Isaac offered him the blessing. The blessing included land, 

riches, and power. Then Jacob left.
About this time, Esau came home and cooked a meal for his father. When he 

offered the food to Isaac, his father told him that he had been tricked. Esau cried 
and begged his father to bless him, too. But Isaac had nothing left to offer Esau. 
Esau was angry at his brother Jacob, and he made a plan to kill him. But Rebekah 
sent Jacob away.

Christ Connection: Jesus is the firstborn over all creation. (Colossians 1:15) When 
Jesus hung on the cross, He gave up His blessing for us. Jesus took the punishment we 
deserve so that the Father would give us the blessing He deserves.

List plans you have for the upcoming week or plans 
you have for the future. Remember, nothing can stop 
God's perfect plan.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• Which son did God say would serve the 
other? (See Genesis 25:23.)

• How did God make His plan happen? 
(Esau gave his birthright to Jacob.)

• Is it ever OK to lie or to trick someone? 
(No, sin is never OK.)
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Use the code to figure out the name below. Then try 
using the code to write your own name!

Do you remember the facts about these brothers? Circle the letter beneath the person described by 
each statement. Then write the circled letters in the blanks.

C

L

E

T

M

I

J

G

B

H

O

S

S

E

N

A
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Jacob’s New Name
Genesis 32–33

MAIN POINT: GOD CHANGED JACOB’S NAME TO ISRAEL, 
THE NAME OF GOD’S COVENANT PEOPLE.

God had made a covenant with Jacob’s grandfather Abraham. Then God told 
His promise to Jacob’s father, Isaac. God had a plan for Jacob too.

Years before, Jacob tricked his father and his brother; he stole the blessing 
from Esau. Then Jacob ran away to escape Esau’s anger. God met with Jacob and 
promised to be with him. Now God told Jacob that it was time to go home.

Jacob was afraid that Esau would still be angry with him for stealing his 
blessing. Jacob made a plan. He divided his family into two groups. If Esau 
attacked one group, maybe the other group could escape. Then Jacob prayed. He 
asked God to keep His promise. Jacob sent a large gift of animals to try to make 
Esau happy.

That night, a man appeared. (The man was actually God Himself!) The man 
wrestled with Jacob all night. Jacob refused to give up, so the man injured Jacob’s 
hip. But Jacob would not let Him go. “I will not let You go unless You bless me,” 
Jacob said.

“Your name will no longer be Jacob,” said the man. “Your name will be Israel 
because you wrestled with God and with men, and you have won.” The man 
blessed Jacob.

Now Jacob went to meet Esau. Esau ran to Jacob and hugged him. He was not 
angry anymore. Jacob bought land for his family to live on. He was finally home 
in the land God had promised him.

Christ Connection: God changed Jacob’s life and gave him a new name, Israel. Jesus 
came so that we might have a changed life, forgiven of sin. (2 Corinthians 5:17) Jesus’ 
death and resurrection provided sinful people with the way to be adopted into God’s 
family. When we are adopted into the family of God we also receive a new name—
children of God. (John 1:12)

List things about yourself that make you unique. 
What makes you different from your friends or 
siblings? Your interests or hobbies or likes and dislikes 
might help describe you, but if you are a believer, your 
true identity is “child of God.”

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• Tell about a time you were afraid. 
What did you do?

• What was Jacob’s new name?  
(See Genesis 32:28.)

• Have you ever been forgiven? How 
did you feel?
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Use the big picture answer to find your way through the puzzle, one letter at a time.

God changed Jacob's name! Write the first letter 
of each picture to discover Jacob's new name. 
We've done the first one for you.

I
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Joseph Sent to Egypt
Genesis 37:1-36; 39:1–41:57

MAIN POINT: GOD USED JOSEPH’S SUFFERING FOR GOOD.

Jacob had 12 sons, but his favorite son was Joseph. Jacob gave Joseph a colorful 
robe. The other brothers saw that their father loved Joseph the most, and they 
hated Joseph.

One day, Jacob sent Joseph to check on his brothers, who were tending to 
the family’s sheep. When the brothers saw him coming, they decided to kill him. 
Joseph’s oldest brother convinced the others to throw him into a pit instead.

The brothers saw a caravan of people heading to Egypt, and they sold Joseph 
to them as a servant.

The travelers sold Joseph to an Egyptian officer named Potiphar. But Potiphar’s 
wife accused Joseph of doing something he didn’t do. Potiphar believed his wife, 
and Joseph was thrown into jail.

Even in jail, God was with Joseph. The jail warden put Joseph in charge of 
the other prisoners. Joseph cared for two of Pharaoh’s top officials. Joseph told 
them what the dreams meant. Joseph said that one day, the cupbearer would serve 
Pharaoh again. Joseph asked the cupbearer to remember him and to tell Pharaoh 
that he did not deserve to be in jail.

Pharaoh had two dreams. Pharaoh saw seven fat cows eaten by seven skinny 
cows, and seven fat heads of grain eaten by seven thin heads. No one knew 
what these dreams meant! That’s when the cupbearer remembered Joseph. God 
told Joseph what Pharaoh’s dreams meant, and Joseph explained the dreams to 
Pharaoh. Then Pharaoh made Joseph second in command in all of Egypt.

Joseph stored away food during the good years, and during the famine, people 
came from all nations to buy grain from Joseph.

Christ Connection: God sent Joseph to Egypt and blessed him so that he rose to a 
position of great power. God used Joseph to save Joseph’s family and many others from 
death by starvation. Jesus gave up his position of great power to be the Savior of the 
world.

Draw a picture of Joseph when he first arrived in 
Egypt and a picture of Joseph after he was given a 
position of power in Egypt. God was with Joseph in 
Egypt. When we suffer or when others suffer, we can 
trust that God is in control of all things. He is good.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• Why did Joseph’s brothers hate 
Joseph?

• Have you ever felt envious, 
wanting what someone else had?

• How is Jesus like Joseph? (Both of 
them were betrayed by people close to 
them.)
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Can you discover where Joseph was sent? For each letter, go forward two 
letters in the alphabet. Then write the letters in the blanks.

Unscramble the words to discover the main point.

O D G S E D U

E P ' S O J S H F R E S U F N G I

R O F O D G O
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Joseph’s Dreams Came True
Genesis 42:1–46:34; 50:15-21

MAIN POINT: GOD SENT JOSEPH TO EGYPT TO ESTABLISH A REMNANT.

Jacob and his family did not have enough food to eat. But Jacob learned that 
there was food in Egypt. So Jacob sent 10 of his sons to buy some grain. His 
youngest son, Benjamin, stayed home.

Joseph was in charge of who got food, so the brothers came to him and bowed 
down. Joseph knew who these men were, but they did not recognize him.

Joseph said, “I think you are spies. You are here to spy on the land.”
Then he said, “Go home and bring your youngest brother back to me to prove 

that you are not spies. But one of you must stay here.”
The brothers went home with food for their families, and one of them stayed 

in Egypt. They told their father everything that had happened, and their father 
was very upset. “Do not take my youngest son with you,” he said. “Joseph is dead, 
and I cannot lose another son.”

But when all the food was gone, Jacob asked his sons to go back to Egypt. 
Benjamin went too. Joseph invited all of the brothers to his home for a meal. “I 
am Joseph!” he told them. “You sold me into Egypt, but do not be afraid. God 
sent me here so I could save your people, a remnant, from the famine.”

Joseph told his brothers to go home and gather all their family and belongings 
and come back to Egypt, where they would have enough food to eat.

Jacob’s family was blessed in Egypt, but Jacob got older and died. Now Joseph’s 
brothers were afraid Joseph would punish them for what they did to him. Joseph 
said, “You planned evil against me; God planned it for good.”

Christ Connection: God had a plan for Joseph’s life. He allowed Joseph to suffer in 
order to rescue a whole nation. God planned for Jesus to suffer so that many—people 
from all nations—would be saved.

Think about who is in control of everything. Write 
about something you worry about. Can God take 
care of that? Can God make good come of it? God 
does everything for His glory and our good.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• How did Joseph’s dreams come true?
• How did God use evil for good?
• When someone wrongs you, do you 
choose to forgive or to seek revenge?
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Circle where each of these close-ups appear in the picture.

Find your way through the maze. Collect the 
main point words along the way.
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