
Use Week of:

5

Preschool WORSHIP OVERVIEW

SESSION TITLE: Noah and the Ark
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 6:5–9:17
MAIN POINT: God is holy.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sin? Sin is breaking God’s law.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)

UNIT 1
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Adam’s son Seth lived 912 years. Despite their sin, the Lord 
sustained generation after generation. Seth’s sixth-great-
grandson, Noah, was born less than 20 years after his death. 
With each generation, the earth’s population grew.

By the time Noah lived—10 generations after Adam—people 
had stopped following God. In fact, Scripture describes a 
deplorable situation: “Man’s wickedness was widespread on 
the earth … every scheme his mind thought of was nothing 
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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but evil all the time” (Gen. 6:5).

God was right to punish this sin. He decided to send a 
flood to cleanse the earth. The waters would cover the earth 
and destroy everything. God graciously chose to save one 
man and his family, so he warned Noah about the flood and 
told him to build an ark.

Noah believed God’s warning about the coming judgment. 
He obediently worked to build the ark that would save 
himself, his family, and the animals. But the work took 
years, and Noah likely faced ridicule from his friends and 
neighbors. Was Noah crazy? He was building a boat where 
there was no water!

When the ark was complete, God’s judgment did come. 
The floodwaters covered the earth. Every living thing was 
destroyed, but Noah and his family were safe inside the ark. 
God rescued Noah’s family—the family His own Son would 
be born into. Jesus would warn of God’s coming judgment 
too, but instead of condemning the world, Jesus would give 
up His life to rescue sinners.

Apart from the grace of God, every thought we have is 
nothing but evil all the time. Our wickedness is widespread, 
and God would be justified to destroy us immediately. 
What grace that He has provided a Rescuer!

Before you teach, pray that the Lord would help you clearly 
communicate the gospel to children. Pray that the Holy 
Spirit would lead them to receive Jesus, who rescues us from 
God’s anger toward sin. (1 Thess. 1:10)
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Noah and the Ark
Genesis 6:5–9:17

Adam and Eve had children and grandchildren. Soon 
there were many people in the world. Every one of them 
did just what Adam and Eve had done—they made bad 
choices. They did not choose to do what God said. God 
saw that the people did mean things and thought bad 
thoughts. God was very sad.

God is holy and perfect. He was sorry He had made all 
the people who chose to sin against Him. God decided 
to send a big flood to clean up the world. Everyone would 
die in the flood, but God showed favor to a man named 
Noah. 

Noah was a righteous man, and God told Noah to 
build an ark—a really big boat. God told Noah about His 
plan to send the flood. In the ark, Noah’s family and many 
kinds of birds and animals that lived on the earth would be 
safe from the flood.

Noah did what God said. He began to build the ark 
just like God told him to build it. Noah worked for many 
years until the ark was finished. Then he filled it with food 
for his family and for the animals, just as God had told him. 
Every kind of animal came to the ark, males and females.

Rain began to fall, so Noah, his family, and the 
animals went into the ark. God closed the door of the 
ark, and Noah and his family were safe inside.

The rain came for 40 days and 40 nights. Water 
covered all the earth, even the highest mountains. The ark 
floated on the water, and everyone inside the ark was 
safe.

Finally, the rain stopped but the water was still very 

The BIBLE STORY
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deep. God sent a wind, and the water went down. The 
ark landed on a mountaintop, and everyone in the ark 
waited for the earth to dry out. Then God told Noah to 
bring his family and all the animals out of the ark. Noah 
gave an offering to thank God. God had saved Noah, his 
family, and the animals from the flood.

God told Noah’s family to spread out and live in 
different places, to have children, and to take care of the 
world. God promised Noah that He would never again 
send a flood to cover the whole earth. God put a rainbow 
in the clouds to be a reminder of His promise.

Christ Connection: God sent a flood to punish the world 
for sin, but God rescued Noah and his family. Later, there was 
an even greater rescue! Jesus came to save people from sin. If we 
trust in Jesus, He saves us from the punishment for our sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “God Makes 
Everything.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all 
the preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such as 
“Jump” to engage them and help them feel welcomed. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY •  Have you ever seen a boat or been on a boat? Riding 

in a boat can be fun. In our Bible story today, we will 
hear about a man who was on a boat with his family 
and many creatures for a very long time. Let’s find 
out who the man was and why he was on a boat.

Open your Bible to Genesis 6–9. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video.
SAY •  Sin had spread in a big way since Adam and Eve’s 

first sin. God is holy and punishes sin, but God was 
gracious to Noah. God rescued Noah and his family 
from the flood.

Practice the key passage 
Cut an ark shape out of brown paper and place it in your 
Bible at 1 Corinthians 8:6. Invite a few volunteers to come 

• “God Makes 
Everything” song

• “Jump” song 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• “Noah and the Ark” 

video

• brown paper
• scissors
• Bible 
• Key Passage Poster
• “There Is Only One” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Noah and the Ark
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 6:5–9:17
MAIN POINT: God is holy.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sin? Sin is breaking God’s law.
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up one at a time and open your Bible to the key passage. 
SAY • The one God rescued Noah and his family from 

being punished for sin. Later, there was an even 
greater rescue! The one Lord Jesus Christ came to 
save people from sin. If we trust in Jesus, He saves us 
from being punished for our sin.

Sing the key passage song, “There is Only One,” together. 

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is, What is sin? Sin is 

breaking God’s law. In our Bible story today, people 
were breaking God’s law all the time in the things 
they thought and the things they did. Their hearts 
were sinful. God is holy. He could not let the sin on 
the earth continue.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God is holy. That means God is different from 

anything else. There is no one like Him. Let’s 
worship our holy God as we sing.

Sing “God Makes Everything” and “All Things” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “All We Like Sheep (Thank You, God).” You may 
also collect an offering. 
SAY •  God, we are sinners. We know this because we 

disobey You over and over again. We do not want to 
obey Your law. Thank You for Jesus being punished 
for our sin. Change our hearts to want to obey You.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “God Makes 
Everything” song

• “All Things” song
• “All We Like Sheep 

(Thank You, God)” 
song

• offering basket 

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Noah and the Ark
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 6:5–9:17
MAIN POINT: God is holy.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sin? Sin is breaking God’s law.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play out being animals
Prompt preschoolers to take turns naming different animals 
for the group to play out. 
SAY •  God is holy. God sent a flood to punish the world 

for sin, but God rescued Noah and his family along 
with many animals. Later, there was an even greater 
rescue! Jesus came to save people from sin. If we trust 
in Jesus, He saves us from being punished for sin. 

Color sidewalk chalk rainbows
If weather permits, locate a sidewalk in a safe area outside. 
Engage children in drawing rainbows with sidewalk chalk 
on the sidewalk. Remind children how God placed a 
rainbow in the clouds to be a reminder of His promise.
SAY •  God put a rainbow in the sky as a reminder of His 

promise. God is holy. God sent a flood to punish the 
world for sin, but God rescued Noah and his family. 
Later, Jesus came to save people from sin. If we trust 
in Jesus, He saves us from being punished.

Color a rainbow by number 
Offer a “Rainbow” printable to each preschooler. Show 
preschoolers how to use the legend to determine how 

LOW PREP

• sidewalk chalk

LOW PREP

• “Rainbow” printable
• markers or crayons
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to color the stripes on the rainbow. Allow younger 
preschoolers to color freely.
SAY •  God is holy. God rescued Noah and his family from 

the flood. God put a rainbow in the sky to remind 
people He would never again send a flood to cover 
the whole earth. Jesus rescues people from sin. If we 
trust in Jesus, He saves us from being punished for 
our sin.

Make rain sticks
Provide a cardboard tube for each child. Demonstrate how 
to place paper scraps inside the tube. Cover the bottom 
part of the tube with aluminum foil. Then pour in some 
dried beans or rice. Close the top of the tube with more 
aluminum foil. Seal the rainstick with tape. Allow children 
to use stickers to decorate their rain stick. 
SAY •  These rain sticks make rain sounds like the sounds 

Noah and his family heard while they were on the 
ark. God is holy. God sent a flood to punish the 
world for sin, but God rescued Noah and his family.  

Build an ark
Set up a block play area and invite children to “build an 
ark.” Children may sit in the ark and play with toy animals.
SAY •  God is holy. God sent a flood to punish the world 

for sin, but God rescued Noah and his family. Later, 
there was an even greater rescue! Jesus came to save 
people from sin. If we trust in Jesus, He saves us 
from being punished for our sin. 

Transition to large group closing

• cardboard tubes
• aluminum foil
• paper scraps
• dried beans or rice
• tape 
• stickers

• blocks 
• plastic animals
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions: 

1. What is sin? Sin is breaking God’s law. 
2. What did God do to punish the people’s sin? (sent a 

flood to cover the earth)
3. To whom did God show favor? (Noah)
4. What did God tell Noah to build? (an ark, a really 

big boat)
5. What did God promise? (to never again send a flood 

to cover the whole earth)
6. What did God put in the clouds to be a reminder 

of His promise? (a rainbow)
SAY •  After the flood, God told Noah and his family 

to spread out and live in different places, to have 
children, and to take care of the world. God is holy. 
He must punish sin, but God is also gracious and He 
rescues sinners like us when we trust in Jesus.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song. 

Pray
SAY •  God, You are holy and punish sin. Thank You 

for making a way for us to be rescued from being 

• Bible
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• “There Is Only One” 

song
• “God Makes 

Everything” song

SESSION TITLE: Noah and the Ark
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 6:5–9:17
MAIN POINT: God is holy.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 8:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is sin? Sin is breaking God’s law.

Large Group CLOSING
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punished for our sin. Help us to turn away from our 
sin and trust in Jesus.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about the importance of telling people about 
Jesus. Jesus rescued people from sin by being punished for 
sin. If we trust in Jesus, He saves us from the punishment 
for our sin. You may also show the “Shireys in Suriname” 
missions video. 
SAY • The Shireys live in Suriname in the Amazon River 

Basin. The Shirey children have lived in Suriname 
their entire lives. They have to watch out for 
snakes, piranhas, and spiders, but they are a part of 
something great! The Shireys know that Jesus already 
rescued them from the most scary thing of all—sin, 
so they do not have to be afraid of living on the 
Amazon River. They get to tell the Aukan people 
about Jesus and how He came to rescue them from 
sin. Let’s pray for the Aukan people and the Shireys.

Identify sins 
Remind preschoolers that sin is breaking God’s law. 
Challenge preschoolers to name actions they think break 
God’s law. If they need help, ask them what are some things 
for which they get in trouble. List them on a large sheet of 
paper or dry erase board. When finished, either tear up the 
sheet of paper or erase the board. Explain God is holy and 
punishes sin, but Jesus saves us from being punished.

• “Shireys in 
Suriname” missions 
video

• large paper or dry 
erase board 

• marker or dry erase 
marker
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There is but one 
God, the Father ...  
and there is but 
one Lord, Jesus 

Christ.
1 Corinthians 8:6

Key Passage (NIV)  •  Unit 1  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 1  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

There is but one 
God, the Father 
... and one Lord 

Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 8:6



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 1  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

There is one God, 
the Father ... and 
there is one Lord, 

Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 8:6



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 1  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

There is one God, 
the Father ... and 

one Lord,
Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 8:6



Main Point  •  Preschool  •  Unit 1 Session 5  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

God is holy.
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Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 1  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Why did God 
create the 

world?



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 1  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Why did God 
create the 

world?

God created the 
world for His Glory.



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 1  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

What is sin?
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What is sin?

Sin is breaking  
God’s law.
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God the Creator
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