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Daniel and His Friends Obeyed God
Daniel 1

MAIN POINT: DANIEL OBEYED GOD BY NOT EATING THE KING’S FOOD.

Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, went with his army to Judah. God 
allowed King Nebuchadnezzar to take over the city.

King Nebuchadnezzar told one of his leaders to bring some of the people to 
Babylon. He wanted boys who were healthy, handsome, and good learners to serve 
in his palace.

Every day, the boys ate the same food and drank the same drinks that the king 
ate and drank.

Four of the boys who came from Judah were different than the others. They 
worshiped the Lord, the one true God. Their names were Daniel, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego.

Daniel wanted to obey God. God’s laws told Daniel what he could and could 
not eat. Daniel was not allowed to eat some of the food that the king gave the 
boys. Daniel asked the man in charge for permission to eat other foods.

Daniel said, “Try this for 10 days. Let us eat only vegetables and drink only 
water.” The guard agreed. At the end of 10 days, Daniel and his friends looked 
healthier than the young men who had eaten the king’s food.

God was happy that Daniel obeyed Him. God blessed Daniel and his friends. 
Daniel served the king for many years.

Christ Connection: Daniel chose to obey God no matter what, and God blessed 
Daniel and his friends. In an even greater way, Jesus always obeyed God. He came 
to earth and followed God’s plan to save sinners. Jesus never sinned, but He died the 
death we deserve. Jesus rose from the dead, and those who trust in Him receive God’s 
forgiveness and blessing.

Write about a decision you can make that would 
honor God or show obedience to Him.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• Share about a time when obedience 
wasn’t easy.

• How do you think God wants 
believers to live differently than 
unbelievers?

• How can we honor God with our 
choices and actions?
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Friends in
Babylon

Decode the names of the four 
boys in today’s Bible story.

Honoring Our God
Circle the things that are honoring to God. Cross out the things that do not honor God. Then use the bolded letters in 
the God-honoring things to fill in the missing letters in today’s main point.
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
Daniel 3

MAIN POINT: GOD WAS WITH SHADRACH, MESHACH, 
AND ABEDNEGO IN THE FIRE.

Nebuchadnezzar was the king of Babylon. One day, Nebuchadnezzar made a 
tall statue out of gold. His herald made an important announcement: “When you 
hear the sound of music, you must fall down and worship this statue. Anyone who 
does not obey this rule will be thrown into a fiery furnace!”

But three men from Judah—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—refused 
to bow down to a statue. Some men went to King Nebuchadnezzar to complain 
about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

King Nebuchadnezzar called for the men. “If you do not bow down when you 
hear the music, I will throw you into a fiery furnace!”

The three friends answered, “King, the God we serve is able to rescue us from 
the fiery furnace. He can save us from you. Even if God chooses not to rescue us, 
we will not serve your gods. We will not bow down and worship the gold statue.”

King Nebuchadnezzar told the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. The soldiers threw them into the fiery 
furnace. Suddenly, King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up.

“Look!” the king shouted. “I see four men walking around in the fire. They 
aren’t tied up, and the fourth man looks like a son of the gods!”

Nebuchadnezzar called out, “Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego—servants of the 
Most High God! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out of 
the fire. They had not been hurt by the fire at all!

Nebuchadnezzar praised God. “The God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego sent an angel and rescued His servants!”

King Nebuchadnezzar said, “No other god can save people like this!”

Christ Connection: God was with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 
Only He could rescue them. God rescues us too through His Son, Jesus. Only Jesus can 
save us from our sin. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross provided the way for us to be rescued 
from sin and have eternal life.

Would you obey God if it meant losing your 
friends? Would you obey God if it meant losing 
your family? Would you obey God if it meant 
losing your life? Write your thoughts below.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• Are you surprised that Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego were willing 
to die rather than bow to the statue?

• When might obedience be a hard 
choice in your life?

• How do we know God was with the 
friends in the fire? How do we know 
God is with us?

3
© 2016 LifeWay



For each picture, write a short description of what happened in today’s Bible story.

 Truth Revealed
To find the hidden message, color in these letters:

Every fifth letter

Every vowel

The first and last letter in each row
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Daniel Was Rescued
Daniel 6

MAIN POINT: DANIEL WAS FAITHFUL TO GOD, AND GOD RESCUED HIM.

King Darius was the new leader in Babylon. Babylon was a large kingdom, so 
Darius picked men to be leaders over small parts of Babylon. Darius decided to 
put Daniel in charge of all of Babylon.

The other leaders were jealous. They watched Daniel and waited for him to do 
something wrong so they could get him in trouble. But Daniel did what was right.

The leaders knew Daniel obeyed God, so they made a plan to get Daniel in 
trouble for praying. They said to King Darius, “King, all of your leaders think it 
would be a good idea to pass a new law: For the next 30 days, no one may pray to 
any god or man except to you. Anyone who disobeys the law will be thrown into 
the lions’ den.” King Darius agreed to pass the new law.

Daniel knew the law meant he was not allowed to pray to God. Still, Daniel 
went into his house and prayed to God three times a day, just like he had always 
done. The jealous leaders saw Daniel praying, and they told the king that they had 
seen Daniel praying to God.

So, King Darius ordered Daniel to be thrown into the lions’ den. “May the 
God you serve save you,” he said.

As soon as the sun came up the next morning, the king hurried to the lions’ 
den. He cried out, “Daniel, has your God rescued you from the lions?”

Daniel shouted back, “God sent His angel to shut the lions’ mouths! I am 
safe!”

King Darius made a new law. He wrote that everyone must respect God. King 
Darius wrote, “He is the living God … He has rescued Daniel from the power of 
the lions.”

Christ Connection: God showed His power to rescue Daniel from the lions, but 
Daniel was just a small part of a much bigger story. God ultimately rescued us from a 
much bigger problem—sin and death—through His Son, Jesus.

List ways you can obey God in your everyday life 
and with your everyday choices.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• If you had been Daniel, what do you 
think you would have done about the 
new law? Why?

• What can you do the next time you 
feel pressure to do something you 
know God would not want?

• How did God rescue us from sin and 
death?
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Babylon Word Search
Find and circle the words hidden in the puzzle.

God in Babylon
God was with His people in Babylon. Review these Bible stories and circle how each story ended.

Daniel and His Friends Obeyed God (Daniel 1)
Daniel obeyed God by not eating the king’s food. What happened?

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel 3)
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to worship the gold statue. What happened?

Daniel Was Rescued (Daniel 6)
Daniel was faithful to God. He continued to pray. What happened?

The king punished Daniel and his friends.

 God was with Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego in the fire.

The king ignored Daniel and 
did not punish him.

God blessed Daniel and his friends.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego died 
in the fiery furnace.

God rescued Daniel from the lions.
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God Brought His People Home
Ezra 1:1–2:2; 2:64–3:13

MAIN POINT: GOD CHANGED THE KING’S HEART SO THE ISRAELITES 
COULD GO HOME.

Many years before God’s people were taken to Babylon, God promised the 
prophet Jeremiah that the exile would last 70 years; then God would bring His 
people back home. God always keeps His promises.

Cyrus, king of Persia, had taken over Babylon. God gave Cyrus an idea. Cyrus 
said, “Let all of God’s people go back to Jerusalem so they can rebuild the Lord’s 
temple.” The exile was over!

Zerubbabel (zuh RUHB uh buhl) and the high priest led God’s people back to 
Judah. They settled in their hometowns and set up their houses. Then the people 
met together in Jerusalem to rebuild the Lord’s temple.

First, the priests rebuilt the altar in the same place it used to be. They followed 
all the laws of God for building. When the altar was finished, they offered burnt 
offerings to God.

Then God’s people gave money to stonecutters and carpenters who would 
work on God’s temple. They paid people to bring cedar logs to Jerusalem. Finally, 
when everything was ready, the people started to work. They laid the foundation 
of the temple.

When the foundation was finished, the priests put on special clothes, and the 
people praised God. Some of the older people remembered what the temple had 
looked like 70 years ago, before it had been destroyed. They cried. The noise of the 
crying and shouting was so loud that the people could be heard far away.

Christ Connection: Zerubbabel led God’s people back to the temple to rebuild it. 
The temple was the place where God met with His people on earth. Jesus came to earth 
to rescue God’s people. One day Jesus will return to restore a greater home for all of 
God’s people, and we will spend eternity with Him.

Write what you hope our home with God is like. 
How will it feel to be there? What questions do you 
have?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• How do you feel about going home 
after being away? How do you think 
God’s people felt?

• Where will we live when Jesus 
returns? (See John 14:2-3.)

• Talk about a situation in which your 
family needs to trust that God is in 
control. 
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Building Site | Find and color all of the tools to discover a hidden word. What did God’s people rebuild? ______________________________________

What Just 
Happened?
Count the boxes to fill in the word 
puzzle with the words from the 
main point of today’s Bible story. 
Then fill in the blanks.

 Word List:
 2-letter words: so, go
 3-letter words: God, the, the
 4-letter words: home
 5-letter words: king’s, heart, could
 7-letter words: changed
 10-letter words: Israelites

7 Across

3 Down

2 Down 1 Down 6 Across 4 Down

10 Across 9 Across

1 Across 8 Across 5 Across
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The Temple Was Completed
Ezra 4:1-7; 5:1-5; 6:1-22

MAIN POINT: GOD HELPED HIS PEOPLE REBUILD THE TEMPLE.

When God’s people returned to Jerusalem, they got to work rebuilding God’s 
temple. But their enemies did not want them to rebuild the temple. God’s people 
did not want any trouble, so they stopped. God sent the prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah to encourage the people. So the leaders started working on the temple 
again.

At this time, a governor named Tattenai talked to Zerubbabel and the others 
working on the temple. “Do you have permission to rebuild this temple?” Tattenai 
asked. Tattenai sent a report to King Darius. While he waited for an answer, God’s 
people kept building.

This is what Tattenai’s letter to King Darius said: “The people in Judah are 
building the temple of the great God. They said King Cyrus gave them permission 
to rebuild the temple. Please search the royal records to see if this is true.”

King Darius’s officials searched the royal records for Cyrus’s order. They found 
it—a scroll with a record from King Cyrus.

So King Darius sent a letter back to Tattenai. He gave this order: “Stay away 
from the workers in Jerusalem. Don’t bother them, and don’t try to stop them. 
Give them whatever they need.”

Tattenai and the other officials obeyed King Darius’s order. The Jewish leaders 
kept building, and they finally finished the temple of God! The people celebrated 
and made offerings to God.

Then God’s people celebrated the Passover. God’s people were so happy. Now 
the temple of God was finally complete.

Christ Connection: God’s people rebuilt the temple so they would have a place to 
worship God. Years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people. Now God 
dwells not in the temple, but directly with His people. Because of Jesus, we don’t need a 
temple anymore.

List things you could offer God or ways you could 
honor and praise Him.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• Where does God’s presence dwell 
now?

• What does it mean to say God dwells 
in us?

• In which places or times is God 
with us?
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Better Than a Temple
Put the missing pieces into the wall to discover what today’s Bible story teaches about Jesus.

Complete the Picture Copy each picture into the correct square to 
complete the picture.
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