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God Called Jeremiah
Jeremiah 1

MAIN POINT: GOD CHOSE JEREMIAH AS A PROPHET TO THE NATIONS.

God said to Jeremiah, “I knew you before I made you in your mother’s womb. 
Before you were born, I chose you to do very special things. I chose you to be a 
prophet to the nations.”

Jeremiah said, “Oh no, God! I don’t know how to speak in front of other 
people. I’m just a boy.”

God replied, “Don’t say that. You will go where I send you and say what I tell 
you to say. You do not need to be afraid because I am with you. I will protect you.”

Then God reached out His hand and touched Jeremiah’s mouth. God said, 
“You will give the people My message. It is a message of destruction, of bad things 
happening because of their sin. After I tear down the people, I will rebuild them.”

God gave Jeremiah two visions. God said, “What do you see, Jeremiah?”
Jeremiah said, “I see a branch of an almond tree.”
The almond branch was a sign for Jeremiah so he would know that God would 

do what He said He would, and He would do it soon.
Then Jeremiah saw a boiling pot. The pot was overflowing from the north! 

This vision meant trouble was coming from the north.
God told Jeremiah that the rulers in the north were going to come and set up 

their kingdoms outside the city gates of Jerusalem. They were going to attack cities 
in Judah. God was going to judge the people of Judah for their sin.

Jeremiah had a big job to do, and God was ready to send him. “Get ready! Tell 
the people everything I say. Do not be afraid. I’m here to protect you and to rescue 
you.”

Christ Connection: God had a plan for Jeremiah before Jeremiah was born. God 
called Jeremiah to share God’s message about sin. In a similar way, God had planned 
all along to send His Son, Jesus, to show people what God is like and to rescue them 
from sin.

Write about what God might be calling you to 
do for Him. God can use you even when you are 
young. Ask Him to show you His plan for you.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• What excuse did Jeremiah have 
for doubting God’s call?

• When did God choose Jeremiah 
to be a prophet?

• How can we know what God 
wants us to do?
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Called by God
Look up each Scripture reference. Match the reference 
to the person whom God called for a special purpose.

For each letter, write 
a sentence about 

today’s Bible story.

• Genesis 12:1-4 
• Exodus 3:4-10
• Judges 6:11-14
• 1 Samuel 3:1-8
• Jeremiah 1:4-5

eremiah was a prophet to Judah.
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Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant
Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34

MAIN POINT: GOD PROMISED A NEW AND BETTER COVENANT.

God had called Jeremiah to speak to His people. God spoke through Jeremiah 
to explain that something was terribly wrong, but God had a wonderful plan 
for them.

Jeremiah said that the people of Judah had a sin problem. And the sin 
problem was spreading—parents who sinned had children who sinned. Everyone 
was affected.

God explained through Jeremiah that sin has consequences. God had made a 
covenant with His people that said if they obeyed Him, He would bless them. But 
the people did not obey, and God had to punish their sin.

Jeremiah said that people have hearts that are deceitful, or tricky. People’s 
hearts trick them into thinking they are better than they actually are. They trick 
people into wanting things or doing things that God does not want for them.

Jeremiah told the people of Judah that God had a plan to change their hearts. 
God promised a new and better covenant so they could be saved from their sins.

In the new covenant, God was going to write His law on their hearts. He 
would give His people the power to obey His commands. God said, “I will forgive 
their wrongdoing and never again remember their sin.”

Christ Connection: Jeremiah told about a day when God would forgive sin and 
change people’s hearts. Jesus made these words come true. God forgives our sin through 
His Son, Jesus. He changes us and gives us power through His Spirit to obey His 
commands.

Write or draw a thank-you note to God for the new 
covenant, which involved sending Jesus to take our 
punishment for sin.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• Why did God’s people not keep 
the old covenant?

• Why is the new covenant better 
than the old covenant? Who 
keeps the new covenant for us?

• How does God help us obey His 
commands?
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A Future 
Promise
What did God promise through 
the prophet Jeremiah? 

Use the key to decode the answer.

Example

Tricky Hearts
Jeremiah explained that our hearts can trick us about what is right and wrong. Cross out the things that are sinful and circle the things that would please God.

Make a great name for yourself.
Forgive someone who isn’t sorry.

Work hard to impress others.
Admit that you are a sinner.
Tell the truth no matter what.
Tell a small lie to make someone like you.
Love only those who love you.
Blame your sibling for your mess.
Pray and ask God for help.
Bend a rule so you win a game.
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Judah Was Taken into Captivity
2 Chronicles 36:1-21

MAIN POINT: GOD SENT JUDAH INTO CAPTIVITY BECAUSE OF THEIR SIN.

The last four kings of Judah came from King Josiah’s family. His three sons and 
his grandson each had a turn as king of Judah.

Jehoahaz was not king for long. He did what was evil, and the king of Egypt 
came and made Jehoahaz a prisoner. Then he put Jehoahaz’s brother Jehoiakim on 
the throne.

When Jehoiakim was king of Judah, he too did what was evil. The king of 
Babylon attacked Jehoiakim, made him a prisoner, and took him to Babylon. 
When Jehoiakim was taken away, his son Jehoiachin became king of Judah.

Jehoiachin did what was evil. The king of Babylon brought him to Babylon. 
The king made Jehoiachin’s uncle Zedekiah king of Judah.

Zedekiah did what was evil. He led the people of Judah to do evil things too.
God was angry with the people of Judah. They sinned and did not obey God. 

But God loved His people. He wanted them to turn back to Him. God sent 
prophets to warn the people, but the people did not listen.

God allowed the king of Babylon and his army to attack Judah. Many of the 
people died.

The king of Babylon and his army burned the temple. They tore down the wall 
around the city and burned the palaces.

All of the people who were still alive were taken back to Babylon to be slaves. 
Everything the prophet Jeremiah had warned about happened, just like God said 
it would.

Christ Connection: God was right to punish His people for their sin, but He kept 
His promise to provide a king through David’s family. Ultimately, God punished our 
sin through His Son, Jesus, and made Him our King forever.

Write about a time you faced consequences for 
disobedience. Sin is disobeying God. Like the 
people of Judah, we deserve to be punished for sin. 
Thank God for sending Jesus to rescue us from sin!

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• Why did God allow the king of 
Babylon to attack Judah?

• Did God still love His people? 
How do you know?

• Will we be punished too for our 
sin? Why or why not?
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Captivity Crossword
Use the clues to complete the crossword puzzle.
Word List: Babylon, Jehoahaz, Jehoiachin, Jehoiakim, prophets, temple, Zedekiah.

ACROSS
3. this king of Judah was attacked by the king of Egypt (2 Chronicles 36:2-3)

6. the brother who became king of Judah after Jehoahaz (2 Chronicles 36:4)

DOWN
1.  God allowed the king and army of this nation to take over Judah 

(2 Chronicles 36:18-20)

2. God sent these people to warn the people of Judah (2 Chronicles 36:15-16)

3. the son of Jehoiakim (2 Chronicles 36:8)

4. the last king of Judah (2 Chronicles 36:10-11)

5.  The Babylonians burned this, the place people went to worship God  

(2 Chronicles 36:19)

Scrambled Up
Unscramble the words from the Christ Connection.

God was 
GHRIT

 to 
SHPINU

 His people for their 

sin, but He kept His 
OPRMSEI

 to provide a 

KNIG
 through 

DDVAI’S
 family. Ultimately, God 

punished our 
NSI

 through His 
NOS

, 
SEJUS

, and 

made Him our King 
FROVERE

.
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Ezekiel Told About a Future Hope
Ezekiel 37

MAIN POINT: GOD PLANNED TO BRING HIS PEOPLE BACK
TO THEIR LAND AND GIVE THEM NEW LIFE.

God’s people were taken to Babylon as slaves. God gave Ezekiel visions so he 
could tell God’s people about the future. In one vision, God led Ezekiel through a 
valley filled with old, dry bones. God asked, “Can these bones come to life?”

Ezekiel replied, “Lord God, only You know.”
God said, “Speak to these bones for Me. Say, ‘This is what God says: I will put 

breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am God.’”
Ezekiel spoke to the bones. Suddenly, there was a noise—a rattling sound. The 

bones were coming together. But there was no breath in the bones.
God said, “Speak to the breath for Me. Say, ‘This is what God says: Breath, 

come into these bones so that they may live!’”
Ezekiel did what God said, and the breath entered the bones. They came to 

life, and a vast army stood before Ezekiel. Then God said to Ezekiel, “These bones 
are like My people of Israel. I want you to speak to them for Me.”

God told Ezekiel to say, “This is what God says: I am going to bring My 
people back to the land of Israel. I will put My Spirit in you, and you will live.”

Another message came to Ezekiel. The first stick represented the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah, and the second stick represented the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel. God told Ezekiel to hold the sticks together in one hand so they would 
become one single stick. God explained that His people would be one nation. 
They would have a new king to rule over them and guide them.

God would make a covenant of peace with His people forever. “I will be with 
them,” God said. “I will be their God, and they will be My people. Then everyone 
will know that I am the Lord.”

Christ Connection: God showed Ezekiel a valley of dry bones. The dry bones remind 
us what we are like when we sin. God showed Ezekiel His power to make dead people 
alive. We see God’s power at the cross. Jesus died to save sinners. God raised Jesus from 
the dead, and He gives us eternal life.

Write about or draw a picture of what a person’s 
heart is like before trusting in Jesus. When we trust 
in Jesus, God changes our hearts to be open to 
Him. He gives us power to love and obey Him.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• What did Ezekiel see in his 
visions?

• What did God promise to do for 
the people of Israel?

• If you are a believer, talk about 
how your life has changed since 
trusting in Jesus.
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Vision Match
Ezekiel had two visions. Match each vision with its meaning and what it reminds us of God. 

Visions

• a valley of dry bones came 
to life

• two sticks became one 
single stick

Meanings

• God was going to bring His 
people together as one 
nation

• God was going to bring His 
people to Israel and give 
them life

Truth about God

• God has power to make 
dead people alive.

• God is King over His people.

Secret Message
Color the 1 spaces blue, the 2 spaces yellow, and the 3 spaces brown 
to discover the name of a prophet who told about a future hope. 
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