UNIT 14
SESSION 3

Use Week of:

JOEL, PROPHET TO JUDAH
Joel 1–3
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
MAIN POINT: God loves people.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

The Bible Story
Joel 1–3

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Joel was God’s prophet. The people of Judah had stopped loving and
obeying God. God sent locusts, and the locusts ate all the crops. People
did not have any food! But more locusts came, and more locusts came after
that! Four swarms of locusts came. The people were sad and confused. Joel
said that, long ago, God had sent locusts to punish Egypt for hurting God’s
people. Joel told the people to say they were sorry to God. Joel said, “God
is loving. God wants to forgive you. One day, God will destroy all wrong
things. The people who love God will be safe.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
**Joel was God’s prophet.
**Joel said God wants to forgive people.
**God forgives us through His Son, Jesus.

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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Babies Activities
LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to
Joel 1–3. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems.
Read the key passage card.
SAY: Joel said God wants to forgive people. GOD LOVES PEOPLE.
[Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “God Is So Good” :
“God *is so good, God is so good, God is so good,
He’s so good to me.”
*Substitute loves me so and sent His Son in the next rounds.
SAY: God forgives us through His Son, Jesus. GOD LOVES PEOPLE!

MAKE A FOOTPRINT GRASSHOPPER
Paint a baby’s foot with washable green paint. Gently press her foot
horizontally onto heavyweight paper. Wipe her foot immediately.
Use a green marker to draw grasshopper legs and antennae. Use
googly eyes to make a face. Write the Main Point on each paper.
SAY: God sent locusts because His people did not love Him. Joel
said God wants to forgive people. Joel told the people to say they
were sorry to God. GOD LOVES PEOPLE.

HOP AND SWARM
Stand and hold a baby. Gently bounce the baby as you say “hop.”
Make buzzing sounds as you say “swarm.” Explain that God sent
locusts when His people stopped loving Him.
SAY: Joel said God wants to forgive people. GOD LOVES PEOPLE.
Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities
CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES)
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage
card. Open your Bible to Joel 1–3. Show the Bible story picture as
you tell the Bible story. Say the Main Point. Pray for the toddlers.

MAKE MUSIC WITH KAZOOS
Provide kazoos for the children or demonstrate to toddlers how to
make a buzzing sound. Sing the chorus of “Jesus Loves Me” as the
toddlers buzz like locusts. If you are unfamiliar with the tune, check
it out online before class.
SAY: GOD LOVES PEOPLE. God forgives us through His Son, Jesus.

PLAY OUT A GROCERY STORE
Provide toy food, a toy cash register, and play money for toddlers to
play out buying food. Mention that people in Bible times grew their
own food. Explain why God sent locusts in the Bible story.
SAY: Joel said God wants to forgive people. GOD LOVES PEOPLE!

READ BOOKS ABOUT FORGIVENESS
Provide books in which a character makes a wrong choice and asks
for forgiveness. You may also provide a Bible storybook to review a
previous Bible story.
SAY: Joel said God wants to forgive people. GOD LOVES PEOPLE!

LOOK AT INSECTS
Before class, purchase grasshoppers from a bait store or pet store.
Place the clear, sealed container of grasshoppers on a table in front
of the toddlers and invite them to look at the insects.
SAY: Can you imagine insects like these eating all of your crops? Joel
said God wants to forgive people. God forgives us through His Son,
Jesus. GOD LOVES PEOPLE.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JOEL, PROPHET TO JUDAH
Joel 1–3
Joel 2:13
MAIN POINT: God loves people.
BIBLE PASSAGE:
KEY PASSAGE:

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MAKE ANTENNAE
Cut 1-inch strips of green construction paper. Tape the strips
together to make a headband for each toddler. Tape two green
chenille craft stems to the headbands. Invite toddlers to wear the
bands and make buzzing sounds as they “swarm” the room.
SAY: God sent locusts because His people stopped loving Him.
Joel was God’s prophet. Joel said God wants to forgive people. God
forgives us through His Son, Jesus. GOD LOVES PEOPLE!

SWARM THE CROPS
Scatter long strips of yellow paper on the floor to be “crops.” Invite
toddlers to wear their antennae as they try to grab as many strips as
they can. Play the game four times.
SAY: God sent four swarms of locusts to eat the crops. The people
did not love God. Joel was God’s prophet. Joel said God wants to
forgive people. GOD LOVES PEOPLE!

PRACTICE PRAYING
Demonstrate to toddlers how to say simple prayers to God.
SAY: We can tell God we love Him when we pray. We can say we
are sorry for our wrong choices too. GOD LOVES PEOPLE!
Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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