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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 14 • Session 2
God the Pursuer

UNIT 14
SESSION 2 

JONAH, PROPHET TO 
NINEVEH
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jonah 1–4
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
MAIN POINT: God loves people.

The Bible Story

Jonah 1–4

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
God sent the prophet Jonah to Nineveh, but Jonah ran away on a boat 
instead! God sent a storm, and the sailors were afraid. Jonah said, “I did not 
obey God. Throw me into the water to stop the storm.” They threw Jonah 
into the water, and the storm stopped. God sent a large fish to swallow 
Jonah. Jonah was in the fish’s belly for three days, and he prayed to God. 
God made the fish spit out Jonah, and Jonah went to Nineveh. The people 
of Nineveh heard God’s message, and they said they were sorry to God. 
God forgave them, but Jonah was angry! God made a plant grow, and Jonah 
sat under its shade. God said, “You care about the plant. Should I not care 
about the people in Nineveh?”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh.
 *God sent Jonah to Nineveh because He loved them.
 *God sent Jesus because He loves us.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible 
to Jonah 1–4. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: GOD LOVES PEOPLE. God sent Jonah to Nineveh because He 
loved them. God sent Jesus because He loves us! [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “God Is So Good” :
“ God *is so good, God is so good, God is so good, 
He’s so good to me.”

*Substitute loves me so and sent His Son in the next rounds.
SAY: GOD LOVES PEOPLE. God sent Jesus because He loves us.

MAKE A HANDPRINT FISH
Paint washable orange paint onto a baby’s palm. Help her place her 
palm with fingers close together and thumb up on construction 
paper. Wipe her hand immediately. Dip her thumb in blue paint to 
make bubbles coming from the fish’s mouth. Wipe her hand clean. 
When the paint is dry, use googly eyes to make a fish face. 
SAY: GOD LOVES PEOPLE—even the people of Nineveh. Jonah did 
not want to go to Nineveh, so God sent a fish to swallow Jonah. 

MOVE NEAR AND FAR
Each leader will hold a baby and stand in a circle. Say “near” and 
take bouncy steps into the circle. Say “far” and bounce-step back. 
SAY: God sent Jonah far from home to Nineveh. GOD LOVES 

PEOPLE. God sent Jesus because He loves us!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to Jonah 1–4. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the Gospel Gems and Main Point. Pray.

MAKE SWIMMING JONAH ART
Print and cut out the “Swimming Jonah” printable for each toddler. 
Help toddlers glue Jonah to heavyweight paper. Provide bubble 
wrap and washable blue paint. Guide toddlers to dip the bubble 
wrap in paint and press it to the paper. Keep wipes handy. Set the 
art aside to dry.
SAY: GOD LOVES PEOPLE. Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh, 
but he could not stop God’s plan. 

PLAY A FISHING GAME
Make “fish” out of colorful, clean socks by partially rolling each 
pair. Leave out the bottom half of the socks to be fins. Hold a net or 
bucket and invite toddlers to toss the socks into it.
SAY: GOD LOVES PEOPLE. God sent Jonah to Nineveh because He 
loved them. God kept the fishermen on the boat safe, too!

JUMP OUT OF THE BOAT
Use masking tape to mark a boat shape on the floor. Play out the 
Bible story. Invite toddlers to throw you (Jonah) out of the boat. 
SAY: GOD LOVES PEOPLE even when they make wrong choices. 
God sent Jesus because He loves us!

TAKE A NATURE WALK
If weather permits, take toddlers outside to sit under a shade tree.
SAY: God told Jonah that He made plants, animals, and people. 
GOD LOVES PEOPLE. God sent Jesus because He loves us!
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JONAH, PROPHET TO NINEVEH
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jonah 1–4
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
MAIN POINT: God loves people.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: FISHY MAIN POINT
Before class, cut simple fish shapes out of colorful construction 
paper. Write the Main Point on each fish. Stick an adhesive magnet 
on the back of each fish and cover the magnet with duct tape. Tie 
string to a dowel. Attach a paper clip to be the hook. Invite toddlers 
to fish. Read aloud the Main Point for each caught fish.
SAY: GOD LOVES PEOPLE. God sent Jonah to Nineveh because He 
loved them. God sent Jesus because He loves us!

TRAVEL AND TELL
Use colorful yarn and tape to mark a zigzagging path around the 
classroom. Invite toddlers to follow the path. Once they’ve reached 
the end of the path, guide them to shout the Main Point.
SAY: GOD LOVES PEOPLE. God sent Jonah to Nineveh to tell the 
people God’s words. You just said God’s words too!

EXPLORE A GLOBE
Provide a globe for toddlers to examine. Point to Nineveh (modern-
day Iran). Point to Israel, where Jonah lived.
SAY: Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh. He tried to run away 
from God. We cannot run from God! GOD LOVES PEOPLE.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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