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Hosea, Prophet to Israel
Hosea 1–14

MAIN POINT: GOD LOVES PEOPLE WHEN THEY DO NOT DESERVE IT.

God gave the prophet Hosea instructions for his life. God said, “Marry a 
woman who will not be faithful to you, and be a father to her children.”

Hosea’s wife would love other men instead of Hosea, just like the people of 
Israel loved and worshiped other gods instead of the one true God.

Hosea obeyed God. He married a woman named Gomer. Gomer was not 
faithful to Hosea. She often ran away. In the same way, God’s people turned away 
from Him. They worshiped false gods. God told Hosea to go after his wife. So 
Hosea found Gomer and paid to get her back.

Even though Gomer had not loved her husband like a wife should, Hosea 
loved her anyway. God gave Hosea a love that would never give up. God wanted 
the people of Israel to hear about Hosea and his wife and understand that Israel 
was no different than Gomer. The Israelites did not love God like they should, but 
God loved Israel anyway. God loves with a love that never gives up.

Hosea warned the Israelites that God was going to judge them for their sin. 
Hosea pleaded with Israel to turn back to God.

God hated their sin but, just like Hosea paid a high price to get back his wife 
who did not love him, God had a plan to get His people back no matter what 
the cost.

Christ Connection: God used Hosea’s unfaithful wife to show the people of Israel 
that they were unfaithful to Him. God gave Hosea a deep love; Hosea was willing to 
buy back Gomer even after all she had done. God’s love is deep, and it never gives up. 
He goes after His people and loves them back to Himself.

Write a thank-you note to God for loving you even 
though you are a sinner.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• Why do you think it is sometimes 
hard to love other people?

• What are some ways God shows 
His love for us?

• How do you feel knowing that 
God never stops loving us?
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Hosea’s Search
Circle the key words in the puzzle.

Never Give Up
Use the key to decode the secret 
message about God’s love.
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Jonah, Prophet to Nineveh
Jonah 1–4

MAIN POINT: GOD SHOWED MERCY TO THE NINEVITES.

God told the prophet Jonah, “Go to the great city of Nineveh. Tell them to 
stop doing evil things.” Jonah did not go to Nineveh. He got on a boat heading 
the other way! God sent a terrible storm, and the sailors were afraid! They asked 
Jonah, “Who are you? What are you doing here?”

Jonah replied, “I am a Hebrew. I worship the one true God who made 
everything.” The sailors did not know what to do, so Jonah told them to throw 
him into the sea. When they did, the storm stopped.

God sent a big fish to swallow Jonah. Jonah prayed and thanked God for 
sending the fish to save him. Then the fish vomited Jonah onto dry land. God said 
to Jonah, “Go to Nineveh and preach My message.” So Jonah went. He walked 
around the city shouting God’s message: “In 40 days, Nineveh will be destroyed!” 

The people turned from their evil ways. God decided not to destroy Nineveh.
Jonah said. “I know You show mercy to people. You are slow to anger, and You 

are loving. I knew You would decide to not destroy Nineveh. I am so mad!”
“Is it right for you to be angry?” God asked. Jonah left Nineveh and made a 

shelter where he could still see the city. 
God taught Jonah a lesson. He provided a plant to shade Jonah from the sun. 

But the next day, God sent a worm. The worm attacked the plant, and the plant 
died. Then God sent a dry east wind. Jonah was so hot, he almost fainted.

God asked Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?”
“Yes!” Jonah said.
God said, “You cared about the plant, but you did not take care of it or make it 

grow. It only lasted one day. But Nineveh is a big city with thousands of people. I 
created them and care about them. Aren’t they more important than a plant?”

Christ Connection: God called Jonah to go to his enemies and call them to turn 
away from their sin, but Jonah refused. Instead, he ran away. Later, God sent Jesus to 
His enemies to call us to repentance. Jesus willingly obeyed. Jesus died on the cross to 
rescue us from sin.

Write about a time you did not receive what you 
deserved but received mercy instead. Then write a 
one-sentence prayer, thanking God for His mercy 
toward sinners.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• Why do you think Jonah sailed 
away from Nineveh?

• Why did God show mercy to the 
Ninevites? 

• In what ways does God show 
mercy to us?
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1. God told Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh. (Jonah 1:1-2)

2. Jonah got on an airplane heading the other way. (Jonah 1:3)

3. God sent a big fish to swallow Jonah. (Jonah 1:17)

4. Jonah told the people on Nineveh, “In 80 days, Nineveh will be destroyed!” (Jonah 3:4)

5. The people of Nineveh ignored Jonah. (Jonah 3:5)

6. God showed mercy to the Ninevites. (Jonah 3:10)

7. Jonah was happy about God’s decision. (Jonah 4:1)

8. God provided a house to shade Jonah from the sun. (Jonah 4:6)

True or False?
Circle whether each statement is true or false. Check your answers by looking up the Scripture reference in your Bible.

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

True False

Jonah’s 
Journey
Make your way through the maze to 
trace Jonah’s journey to Nineveh.
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Joel, Prophet to Judah
Joel 1–3

MAIN POINT: GOD WARNED HIS PEOPLE TO REPENT
BEFORE THE DAY OF THE LORD.

The people of Judah were in trouble! There was a drought in the land; no 
rain fell for a long time. The people had ignored God and did not obey His 
commands. The land of Judah had been attacked by a great swarm of locusts! The 
locusts ate the plants in Judah.

God gave the prophet Joel a message to tell the people in Judah. Joel said, 
“Listen up! Has this ever happened to you before?”

No, there had never been a swarm of locusts like this in Judah before. But 
God had sent locusts before somewhere else. When God led Moses to rescue His 
people, God sent locusts to punish the Egyptians for their sin. Now God was 
judging the people of Judah for their sin.

Joel told the people to ask God to forgive them. “God’s day of greater 
judgment—the Day of the Lord—is coming!” Joel said that for those who do not 
trust in God, the Day of the Lord will be terrible!

Next, Joel told the people what that day would be like. God was going to send 
a strong army to take over Judah.

“Turn back to God before it is too late!” Joel said. “God is gracious and 
merciful. God would rather forgive you than punish you.”

Now God’s message gave them hope for the future. “I will send rain,” God 
promised. “Then I will give My Spirit to everyone. Anyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved.

“You will know that I am your God. I will forgive those who turn from their 
sin, and I will be with My people forever.”

Christ Connection: Joel warned God’s people about the Day of the Lord—a day 
when God will judge His enemies, free His people, and make the world right again. 
Those who trust in Jesus will escape God’s punishment for sin. Jesus was punished in 
our place, and we share in His righteousness.

Write a short message you could tell a friend who 
doesn’t know the gospel, the good news about Jesus.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• What did Joel say the Day of the 
Lord would be like?

• What did God promise to do for 
the people of Judah?

• What promises has God 
given us for our future? 
(See John 10:28; 14:2-3.)
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Coming 

Soon!
Write the date when you think 

each event will happen.

Unscramble the words and phrases on the locusts to form 
the main point of the story of Joel.

You will drive yourself to school.
_____________________

You will get your 

first job.

______________________

You will get married.
____________________

People will travel 

to Mars.

_____________________ Jesus will return.______________________
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