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Solomon Asked for Wisdom
1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15

MAIN POINT: SOLOMON ASKED GOD FOR WISDOM TO LEAD GOD’S PEOPLE.

David had been the king of Israel for many years, and now his son Solomon 
was going to be king. Before David died, he gave Solomon some instructions.

David said, “Obey God, and you will be successful. God will keep His promise 
that every king of Israel will come from our family.” When David died, Solomon 
became the king of Israel.

One night, God appeared to Solomon in a dream. God said, “Solomon, ask for 
anything you want, and I will give it to you.” 

Solomon prayed, “God, please make me wise and obedient to You. Help me 
know the difference between right and wrong. Help me lead Your people well.”

God was happy with Solomon’s request. God said, “I will give you wisdom.”
Then God said, “Because you asked for wisdom, I will also give you what you 

did not ask for: long life, riches, and honor.”
Solomon woke up and realized God had spoken to him in a dream.

Christ Connection: Solomon was a wise king who wanted to do God’s plan. God 
planned to give His people a greater and wiser king—His Son, Jesus. Jesus completely 
trusted God with His life. Jesus surrendered His own life to die on the cross for our sin.

Write about what you would like to ask God for 
and why. Then pray and ask Him! God hears our 
prayers. (See 1 John 5:14.)

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

•  What do you think would have 
happened if Solomon had not 
asked for wisdom?

•  Why do you think Solomon did 
not ask for the other things God 
gave him?

•  What do you think would happen 
if we asked for wisdom, too?
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What Would You Do?
Determine what is happening in each picture. What should you do in each scenario? How do you know what the right choice is?

A Better Way
Work from left to right. Color in the correct word in each column to 
complete the Bible story’s main point.
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Wisdom for God’s People
Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-12; 4:10-19

MAIN POINT: WISDOM IS FEARING THE LORD AND OBEYING HIS WORD.

King Solomon asked God to make him wise, so God gave Solomon wisdom. 
Solomon wrote down many wise sayings in the Book of Proverbs to help people 
live wisely. These are some of the words Solomon wrote.

“These proverbs are good for teaching you wisdom, for giving you 
understanding, and for leading you to what is right, honest, and fair. If you really 
want to be wise, begin by fearing the Lord. Only foolish people ignore wisdom 
and instruction.

“Never let go of love and truth. Then you will find favor with God and with 
man.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own 
understanding; think about Him in all your ways and He will guide you on the 
right path.

“Honor God with everything you have, and give Him the first and the best.
“God trains those He loves, like a father trains his son.
“Listen to my advice. I am teaching you how to be wise. Stay away from people 

who do evil. They hurt others and make foolish decisions. But a wise person is like 
the sun in the morning. They shine brighter throughout the day. A foolish person 
is like darkness. They can’t even see what makes them trip and fall.”

Christ Connection: Wisdom comes from God. He made the world and knows how 
it works best. Everyone is born a foolish sinner, but God sent His Son to earth to save 
us. The Bible says that Jesus is the wisdom of God. Jesus makes us wise and holy. He 
frees us from sin. (1 Cor. 1:24,30)

Write some words of wisdom you learned from the 
Bible. If you need help, review the Bible story or 
browse the Book of Proverbs for a wise saying. Who 
gives us wisdom when we ask?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

•  What is the difference between 
knowledge and wisdom?

•  What do you think it means to 
fear the Lord?

•  Can you usually trust what a wise 
person says?
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How much money should I save?

Can I substitute apple sauce for oil in a recipe?

How do I repair a light switch?

How often should I water my daffodils?

Is it against the law to borrow something without asking?

What should I do when I have a stomachache?

Correct the Proverbs

These proverbs are not right! Find each reference in your Bible and rewrite the proverb to match God’s Word.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of foolishness; fools love wisdom and discipline.

Proverbs 1:7 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Trust in the Lord with all your mind, and sometimes rely on your own understanding.

Proverbs 3:5 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Guard your mind above all else, for it is the source of wisdom.

Proverbs 4:23 __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commit your thoughts to the Lord, and your plans will be achieved.

Proverbs 16:3 _______________________________________________________________________________________

The one who conceals his face will not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them will find mercy.

Proverbs 28:13 ________________________________________________________________________________

Leave It to
the Experts
Who would know best? Match each question to the expert who would likely know the best answer.

BONUS: Who knows how life works best? ____________________________
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Solomon Built the Temple
1 Kings 6–8

MAIN POINT: GOD CHOSE SOLOMON TO BUILD A TEMPLE
WHERE HE WOULD DWELL WITH HIS PEOPLE.

Solomon began to build a temple for the Lord. Solomon ordered thousands of 
workers to help build the temple.

God blessed the temple and made a promise to Solomon: “If you obey My 
commands, I will keep the promise I made to David. I will live among the 
Israelites, and I will not abandon My people.”

The construction of the temple took seven more years. The craftsmanship was 
remarkable!

Now that the temple was complete, it was time for Solomon to move the ark of 
God from its place on Mount Zion to the new temple in Jerusalem. As the priests 
moved the ark, its holy utensils, and the tent of meeting, King Solomon and 
everyone who had gathered sacrificed sheep and cattle to the Lord.

The priests put the ark of the covenant in the most holy place in the temple. 
When the priests came out of the temple, a cloud filled the temple. God’s glory 
was in the cloud.

Solomon turned to speak to the Israelites. “God promised David that his son 
would build a temple. God kept His promise!”

Solomon stood and prayed with his hands spread out toward heaven. “There is 
no God like You!” he said.

When Solomon had finished praying, he turned toward the Israelites and 
encouraged them to love and obey God.

Christ Connection: Because God is holy, only the priests could approach God—and 
only if they followed specific instructions. Ordinary people had no direct access to the 
holy presence of God. Jesus changed all that. By His death on the cross, Jesus took away 
our sin. We can approach God intimately and individually when we trust Jesus as Lord 
and Savior.

Write a few sentences describing how you feel 
knowing that you are never alone. Remember, God 
dwells with His people!

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

•  What’s the difference between a 
temple and our church buildings?

•  Where does God live now?
•  Why can we now approach God 

directly, without a priest or a 
temple?
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Temple Quiz
Put a check mark next to each correct answer.
Look up the Scripture references to see if you are right!

1.  How many years after the Israelites left Egypt did  
Solomon build the temple? (1 Kings 6:1)

[  ]   A. 48 years

[  ]   B. 480 years

[  ]   C. 4,800 years

2. How tall was the temple? (1 Kings 6:2)

[  ]   A. 15 feet

[  ]   B. 45 feet

[  ]   C. 450 feet

3. Where was the temple located? (1 Kings 8:1)

[  ]   A. Jerusalem

[  ]   B. Jericho

[  ]   C. Bethlehem

4. What filled the temple? (1 Kings 8:11)

[  ]   A. water

[  ]   B. fire

[  ]   C. the glory of the Lord

5.  How did the people feel about having a temple? 
(1 Kings 8:66)

[  ]   A. joyful

[  ]   B. afraid 

[  ]   C. confused

Solomon Built It | Connect the dots to discover what Solomon built.

18
© 2016 LifeWay



F
O

L
D

Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
1 Kings 11–12

MAIN POINT: GOD DIVIDED ISRAEL INTO TWO KINGDOMS
BECAUSE SOLOMON SINNED.

King Solomon loved God, but he did not love God with his whole heart. 
Solomon’s wives turned him away from God. Solomon began to worship the false 
gods that his wives worshiped.

This made God angry. God said to Solomon, “Since you have done this, I will 
take the kingdom away from you. You will be king the rest of your life, but when 
your son becomes king, he will lose everything except for one tribe.”

Now God planned to make Solomon’s official, Jeroboam, the king of most 
of Israel. When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam became king. The people told 
Rehoboam, “Your father, Solomon, made us work too hard. We will gladly serve 
you if you make our work easier.”

Rehoboam replied, “My father, Solomon, did not make you work hard 
enough! I’ll make you work even harder!”

God’s people did not want to serve a king like Rehoboam, so they made 
Jeroboam king. Only one tribe remained under Rehoboam’s rule, and that was the 
southern tribe of Judah.

Now Jeroboam was the king of Israel. Jeroboam made two golden calves and 
made an announcement to the northern tribes. “It is very inconvenient for you 
to travel all the way to Jerusalem to worship at the temple,” he said. “Look! These 
golden calves are the gods who brought your ancestors out of Egypt. You can 
worship them.”

What Jeroboam did was a sin! Those calves did not lead God’s people out of 
Egypt; God led His people out of Egypt. Jeroboam led all the people in worship to 
the false gods.

Christ Connection: King Solomon failed to lead God’s people perfectly. God’s people 
needed a better king, a perfect king! Through David’s family, God would send His own 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be a perfect King over God’s people forever. Jesus brings His people 
together and leads them back to God.

Write about a time you sinned. Were any of 
your relationships affected? Write a short prayer, 
thanking God for forgiving your sin and ask Him 
to restore any relationships affected by that sin.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

•  What happens if we trust God 
just half the time?

•  What changed about God’s love 
for Solomon when he stopped 
obeying God? 

• David and Solomon both made 
big mistakes; can you think of a 
King who never sinned?
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Make It Whole | Can you complete the pictures? Draw the missing half of each object.

The Tribes of Israel
After the Israelites took over the promised land, the land was divided 
among the 12 tribes—the families of the sons of Jacob.

Rehoboam was the king of the 
Southern Kingdom (Judah).

Color these tribes yellow: 
•Judah
•Benjamin
•Simeon

Jeroboam became the king of 
the Northern Kingdom (Israel).

Color these tribes red:
• West & East 
Manasseh

•Naphtali
•Ephraim
•Issachar

•Zebulun
•Reuben
•Asher
•Gad
•Dan
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