
10 Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 10 • Session 2

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 10 • Session 2
God the King

GOD REJECTED SAUL AS 
KING
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 13:1-14
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
MAIN POINT: Jesus is our King.

The Bible Story

1 Samuel 13:1-14

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Saul was the first king of Israel. King Saul built an army to fight the 
Philistines, but the Israelites were not winning the battle. The Israelites 
ran away and hid in caves. Saul thought offering a sacrifice to God would 
help the Israelites win. It was Samuel’s job to give sacrifices to God. Saul 
waited for seven days, but Samuel had not yet come to the camp. Saul was 
impatient, and he made the sacrifice. Just then, Samuel arrived. Samuel was 
upset because Saul did what was wrong. “What have you done?” Samuel 
asked. “You will not be king very long. God is going to choose a king who 
will love and obey Him.” 

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *King Saul did not obey God.
 *God was going to choose a new king.
 * Jesus always obeyed God.

UNIT 10
SESSION 2 
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Babies Activities

Unit 10 • Session 2
God the King

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible 
to 1 Samuel 13:1-14. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: King Saul did not obey God, and Samuel said God would 
choose a new king. JESUS IS OUR KING. Jesus always obeyed God. 
[Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “God Is So Good”:
“ Who is our King? Who is our King? 
Who is our King? Our King is Je-e-sus.”

SAY: King Saul did not make right choices. Jesus always made right 
choices. JESUS IS OUR KING!

MAKE STICKY ART
Provide various colors and patterns of wrapping paper for babies 
to crumple and tear. As babies tear the wrapping paper, stick it to 
contact plastic in the shape of a heart and seal it with another sheet 
of contact plastic.
SAY: King Saul did not obey God. God was going to choose a new 
king—a king who loved Him completely. JESUS IS OUR KING. 

PLAY PEEKABOO
As babies sit on your lap, in a bouncer, or on the floor, hold up a 
small blanket to conceal your face. Drop the blanket and smile.
SAY: The Israelites were afraid, so they hid. King Saul made a wrong 
choice. JESUS IS OUR KING who never made wrong choices.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card. Open 
your Bible to 1 Samuel 13:1-14. Show the Bible story picture. 
SAY: God gave His people rules for sacrifices. King Saul did not 
obey God. God was going to choose a new king. JESUS IS OUR 

KING forever! [Pray.]

PASS AROUND THE GIFTS
Place favorite toys in individual gift bags. Invite toddlers to sit in a 
circle. Play a favorite CD as toddlers pass the gifts. When the music 
stops, toddlers may open their gifts. Play again as time allows.
SAY: You had to wait to open your gift. King Saul needed to wait 
for Samuel, but he did not. God was going to choose a new king. 
JESUS IS OUR KING!

PLAY IN A “CAVE”
Drape a blanket over three sides of a table. Place books or favorite 
toys in the “cave” for toddlers.
SAY: The Israelites hid in caves. King Saul made a sacrifice to help 
them not be afraid, but King Saul did not obey God. JESUS IS OUR 

KING who always obeyed God.

TALK ABOUT JOBS
Provide people figures (police officer, firefighter, farmer) or images 
of professions. Talk about each person’s job.
SAY: Saul was a king, not a priest. King Saul did not obey God, so 
God was going to choose a new king. JESUS IS OUR KING.

COUNT SEVEN DAYS
Display a calendar. Name and count the days for toddlers.
SAY: King Saul was supposed to wait for Samuel. King Saul did not 
obey God. JESUS IS OUR KING who always obeyed God. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

GOD REJECTED SAUL AS KING
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 13:1-14
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
MAIN POINT: Jesus is our King.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MAKE PEOPLE
Provide play dough, rolling pins, and people-shaped cookie cutters 
for toddlers to make people. As toddlers work, remind them that 
God made people.
SAY: God chose Saul to be king. King Saul did not obey God. God 
was going to choose a new king. JESUS IS OUR KING forever.

MAKE A MOUNTAIN
Help toddlers make a mountain out of cardboard blocks or large 
interlocking blocks. Make sure toddlers do not stack blocks more 
than shoulder-height. You may also provide people figures to “hide” 
in the mountain.
SAY: The Israelites were hiding from the Philistines. King Saul tried 
to make a sacrifice, but that was not his job. King Saul did not obey 
God. JESUS IS OUR KING who always obeyed God!

COUNT SEVEN ITEMS
Provide seven books, blocks, balls, or favorite toys to sort. Count 
aloud as toddlers touch each item.
SAY: You counted to seven! King Saul waited seven days for Samuel. 
JESUS IS OUR KING.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.




