
Use Week of:

6

Leader BIBLE STUDY

After many years living as prisoners in Babylon, God’s 
people had returned to Judah. They had worked hard and 
overcome opposition to rebuild the temple and the walls 
around Jerusalem. Surely God would restore them … 
finally! But nothing happened. As they waited, they faced 
drought and economic uncertainty. God’s people probably 
didn’t feel like God had blessed them at all.

“It is useless to serve God,” they said. “What have we gained 

Malachi the Prophet
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6

by keeping His requirements?” (Mal. 3:14).

Did God still care? It wasn’t long until they fell back into 
the same patterns of sin that led to their exile in the first 
place: idolatry, covetousness, hypocrisy, arrogance, and 
abuse of the poor.

But God did still love His people. He had been working 
out His divine plan of redemption, and He never gave up 
on them. God sent a message to His people through the 
prophet Malachi.

Malachi was the last of the Old Testament prophets. He 
spoke to God’s people approximately 100 years after the end 
of the Babylonian captivity. Malachi’s message from God 
was a wake-up call.

God communicated through Malachi that the people’s lack 
of blessing didn’t mean that God didn’t care. God exposed 
His people’s sin and made clear that their actions merited a 
curse. God’s people needed to repent and turn back to God. 
“But for you who fear My name,” God said, “the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings” (Mal. 4:2).

Explain to preschoolers that 400 years of silence followed 
Malachi’s prophecy; God did not communicate to His 
people. This period brings us to the New Testament, when 
the silence would be broken by the last prophet before 
Jesus, John the Baptist. His words about Jesus in John 1:29 
offered hope to all who heard: “Here is the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world!”

Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

131God the Provider

© 2016 LifeWay



Malachi the Prophet
Malachi 1–4

The Jewish people were home in the promised land. 
They had worked hard to rebuild the temple and fix the 
walls around the city. The people were ready for God to 
bless them. They waited, but nothing happened. Some of 
the people were sad. They wondered if God really loved 
them.

God did love His people! They had been doing wrong 
things, and God wanted His people to obey Him. So 
God sent the prophet Malachi (MAL uh kigh) to talk to 
His people. God gave Malachi a message, and then Malachi 
told the people what God said.

First, Malachi told the people what they had been 
doing wrong. The priests were supposed to make 
sacrifices to God. God deserved the very best sacrifices, but 
the priests offered animals that were stolen, hurt, or sick. 
The priests were also supposed to teach the people about 
God, but the priests taught things that were not true. 
God said, “I am not happy.”

Then Malachi gave a warning. He said that a day was 
coming when God would judge people on earth. God 
said, “I am going to send My messenger, and he will get 
people ready for Me.”

The messenger God was going to send would have 
a very big job. The messenger would say, “Another 
messenger is coming! Get ready!” The other messenger 
would be God’s special Messenger, the Messiah God 
promised to send.

What else did God’s people do wrong? Well, some of 
God’s people were robbing God! When God gave people 

The BIBLE STORY
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good gifts—like money and wealth—the people kept it 
all for themselves. They did not share. They forgot that 
everything belongs to God.

God said, “Share what you have! Just a little bit of it. 
See what happens. I will give you even more blessings—
more good things than you can count!”

What else did God’s people do wrong? Well, some of 
God’s people were saying things about God that weren’t 
true. They said, “Serving God is no good. People who do 
not serve God have better lives than we have.”

“A day is coming,” God said, “when everyone who is 
wicked will be punished. They will see that it is good to 
serve God. People who honor Me will be happy, and they 
will jump and play like calves.”

Christ Connection: Malachi was a messenger for God. 
He said another messenger was coming. That messenger was 
John the Baptist. John’s job was to get people ready for the last 
Messenger, Jesus! Jesus is God’s Son. He came to rescue people 
from sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “God Keeps 
His Promises.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all 
the preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such as 
“God’s Love Is Really Great” to engage them and help them 
feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Display a piece of mail (a letter, a card, an advertisement) 
and a mobile phone for preschoolers to see. If you have a 
laptop computer, you may bring that in as well. 
SAY • Have you ever received a message in a letter, a card, 

or a phone call? In our Bible story today, a prophet 
named Malachi had a special message from God for 
His people. Let’s listen to see what Malachi’s message 
was all about!

Open your Bible to Malachi 1–4. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Lamentations 3:22-23. 

• “God Keeps His 
Promises” song 

• “God’s Love Is Really 
Great” song

• mail 
• mobile phone
• laptop computer 

(optional) 
• Bible
• “Malachi the 

Prophet” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “Great, Great, Great” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi 1–4
MAIN POINT: God told His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.
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Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open 
your Bible to the key passage. Invite any preschoolers who 
want to say the key passage from memory.
SAY • In our Bible story, some of the people forgot God’s 

faithfulness. But we are memorizing our key passage 
so we can always remember that God’s love lasts 
forever!

Sing the key passage song “Great, Great, Great” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful. God made new promises in our story today. 
He promised to send another messenger who would 
get the people ready for Jesus. Malachi was the last 
prophet of the Old Testament.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God told His people to repent through the prophet 

Malachi. Repent means to turn from sin and follow 
God. Malachi said another messenger was coming. 
That messenger was John the Baptist. John’s job was 
to get people ready for the last Messenger, Jesus! Jesus 
is God’s Son. He came to rescue people from sin.

Sing “God Keeps His Promises” and “Good to Me” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “With All My Heart.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for being a good and faithful God. 

All those who love You will be completely happy one 
day. We trust that this is true because You made a 
promise, and You are faithful to keep Your promises. 
Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “God Keeps His 

Promises” song
• “Good to Me” song
• “With All My Heart” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi 1–4
MAIN POINT: God told His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play the telephone game
Gather the children in a circle. Whisper a short message in 
one child’s ear. Direct that child to whisper that message to 
the child next to him, who will whisper to the child next 
to her, and down the line. When the very last child hears 
the message, she will say it out loud. Compare the initial 
message to the final message. Play several rounds.
SAY • Sometimes our messages got mixed up because we 

were whispering. God’s messages to His people were 
never messed up. He spoke to the prophets, who 
spoke them directly to the people. Malachi was one 
of God’s prophets. Through Malachi, God told His 
people to repent to get ready for Jesus! 

Coins, coins everywhere!
Set up two or three centers for preschoolers to explore using 
coins, such as a coin rubbing center, a coin digging center, 
and a coin sorting center. As children work, talk about how 
God’s people were not bringing Him gifts of their money.
SAY • God had given His people good gifts, but they were 

keeping them all for themselves. They were not 
giving offerings to God to show they were thankful 
for His gifts. God told His people to repent. 

Tip: Define repent 
throughout the 
session. Repent 
means to turn from 
sin and follow God.

LOW PREP

• large real or plastic 
coins

• paper and 
unwrapped crayons 
for rubbing

• tubs of uncooked 
rice for digging

• egg cartons for 
sorting
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Stamp hearts
Pour a small amount of paint onto a foam plate and 
spread it around so there’s a thin layer on the plate. Assist 
preschoolers as they dip a cookie cutter into the paint 
and then stamp their paper. Write the main point on 
preschoolers’ artwork.
SAY • What do hearts usually represent? That’s right—love. 

We put hearts all over our paper to remind us that 
God loves us. God’s people had forgotten how much 
He loved them. God told His people to repent. 

True or untrue?
Tell the preschoolers you will play a simple game. You 
will say a statement. They will stand up if they think the 
statement you say is true. They will sit down if they think it 
is untrue. 
SAY • God told His people to repent. To repent means to 

turn from your sin and turn towards God. Jesus helps 
us do this when we trust Him. 

Jump and play
Play music and invite preschoolers to jump and dance for 
joy. Remind preschoolers that people who trust in Jesus will 
jump like happy calves when Jesus returns.
SAY • God told His people to repent. God’s people 

thought it was not good to serve God, but that is not 
true! God is a good God. Loving and obeying God is 
the best! God sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue us so we 
can be with Him forever.

Transition to large group closing

• heart-shaped 
cookie cutters

• washable paint
• foam plates
• paper towels
• heavyweight paper
• smocks
• wipes (for cleanup)

Sample statements: 
• God’s people knew 

God loved them. 
(untrue)

• Malachi was a 
prophet. (true)

• Malachi said 
another messenger 
was coming. (true)

• The people gave 
God good gifts. 
(untrue)

• God told His people 
to repent. (true)

• “God Keeps His 
Promises” song 
(optional)

• “Great, Great, Great” 
song (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who was God’s special messenger? (Malachi) 
2. What does repent mean? (to turn from sin and follow 

God)
3. God promised to do something if the people shared 

a little bit of what they had. What did He promise? 
(to give them more blessings than they could count)

4. Malachi said God would send another messenger. 
What was that messenger’s job? (get people ready for 
Jesus)

5. Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 
faithful.

SAY • Through Malachi, God told His people to repent. 
Malachi said another messenger was coming. That 
messenger was John the Baptist. John’s job was to 
get people ready for the last Messenger, Jesus! Jesus is 
God’s Son. He came to rescue people from sin.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Great, Great, Great” 

song
• “God Keeps His 

Promises” song

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi 1–4
MAIN POINT: God told His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for being faithful to Your people. 
Thank You for being faithful to all who trust in the 
Messiah, Your Son, Jesus. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how Jesus was the last Messenger, and He wants 
us to share His gospel message with all people. You may also 
show the “Camp Highlights” video.
SAY •Wow! That looks like such a fun camp! Would you 

like to go to a camp like that some day? This camp 
is in Russia. Antioch Church started this camp for 
Russian children. At camp, children have fun but 
most important of all they learn about Jesus. Let’s 
pray for the children in Russia to learn that Jesus is 
God’s Son who came to rescue people from sin. 

Repent game
Demonstrate a 180-degree turn for preschoolers. (Face 
one way and pivot so that now you are facing the opposite 
way.) Play music while children walk or skip around the 
room. Stop the music and call out an action phrase. If the 
children think this is a sinful action (hit my brother, tell a 
lie, disobey Mom), they will repent, or turn around and go 
the other way. If they think it is not sinful (hug my brother, 
tell the truth, obey), they will keep on moving in the same 
direction. 
SAY • God told His people to repent. To repent means to 

turn from your sin and turn toward God. 

• “Camp Highlights” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• “God Keeps His 
Promises” song 
(optional)

• “Great, Great, Great” 
song (optional)
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