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UNIT 18
Session 6

Leader BIBLE STUDY

After many years living as prisoners in Babylon, God’s 
people had returned to Judah. They had worked hard and 
overcome opposition to rebuild the temple and the walls 
around Jerusalem. Surely God would restore them … 
finally! But nothing happened. As they waited, they faced 
drought and economic uncertainty. God’s people probably 
didn’t feel like God had blessed them at all.

“It is useless to serve God,” they said. “What have we gained 
by keeping His requirements?” (Mal. 3:14).

Did God still care? It wasn’t long until they fell back into 
the same patterns of sin that led to their exile in the first 
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

place: idolatry, covetousness, hypocrisy, arrogance, and 
abuse of the poor.

But God did still love His people. He had been working 
out His divine plan of redemption, and He never gave up 
on them. God sent a message to His people through the 
prophet Malachi.

Malachi was the last of the Old Testament prophets. He 
spoke to God’s people approximately 100 years after the end 
of the Babylonian captivity. Malachi’s message from God 
was a wake-up call.

God communicated through Malachi that the people’s lack 
of blessing didn’t mean that God didn’t care. God exposed 
His people’s sin and made clear that their actions merited a 
curse. God’s people needed to repent and turn back to God. 
“But for you who fear My name,” God said, “the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings” (Mal. 4:2).

Explain to preschoolers that 400 years of silence followed 
Malachi’s prophecy; God did not communicate to His 
people. This period brings us to the New Testament, when 
the silence would be broken by the last prophet before 
Jesus, John the Baptist. His words about Jesus in John 1:29 
offered hope to all who heard: “Here is the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world!”
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Malachi the Prophet
Malachi 1–4

The Jewish people were home in the promised land. 
They had worked hard to rebuild the temple and fix the 
walls around the city. The people were ready for God to 
bless them. They waited, but nothing happened. Some of 
the people were sad. They wondered if God really loved 
them.

God did love His people! They had been doing wrong 
things, and God wanted His people to obey Him. So 
God sent the prophet Malachi (MAL uh kigh) to talk to 
His people. God gave Malachi a message, and then Malachi 
told the people what God said.

First, Malachi told the people what they had been 
doing wrong. The priests were supposed to make 
sacrifices to God. God deserved the very best sacrifices, but 
the priests offered animals that were stolen, hurt, or sick. 
The priests were also supposed to teach the people about 
God, but the priests taught things that were not true. 
God said, “I am not happy.”

Then Malachi gave a warning. He said that a day was 
coming when God would judge people on earth. God 
said, “I am going to send My messenger, and he will get 
people ready for Me.”

The messenger God was going to send would have 
a very big job. The messenger would say, “Another 
messenger is coming! Get ready!” The other messenger 
would be God’s special Messenger, the Messiah God 
promised to send.

What else did God’s people do wrong? Well, some of 
God’s people were robbing God! When God gave people 

The BIBLE STORY
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good gifts—like money and wealth—the people kept it 
all for themselves. They did not share. They forgot that 
everything belongs to God.

God said, “Share what you have! Just a little bit of it. 
See what happens. I will give you even more blessings—
more good things than you can count!”

What else did God’s people do wrong? Well, some of 
God’s people were saying things about God that weren’t 
true. They said, “Serving God is no good. People who do 
not serve God have better lives than we have.”

“A day is coming,” God said, “when everyone who is 
wicked will be punished. They will see that it is good to 
serve God. People who honor Me will be happy, and they 
will jump and play like calves.”

Christ Connection: Malachi was a messenger for God. 
He said another messenger was coming. That messenger was 
John the Baptist. John’s job was to get people ready for the last 
Messenger, Jesus! Jesus is God’s Son. He came to rescue people 
from sin.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that 

Malachi told about 
a messenger who 
would prepare the 

way for the Messiah. 
John prepared people 

for Jesus. (Mal. 4:6; 
Luke 1:16-17) Order 

in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 

individually. For 
more information, 

check out 
www.lifeway.com/

devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi 1–4
MAIN POINT: God told His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to use a pencil, crayon, or their finger to 
trace the path from Malachi to John the Baptist and then 
from John the Baptist to Jesus.
SAY • Today’s Bible story comes from the Book of Malachi. 

Malachi is the last book in the Old Testament. 
Malachi was a messenger for God. He said another 
messenger was coming. That messenger was John the 
Baptist. John’s job was to get people ready for the last 
Messenger, Jesus! Jesus is God’s Son. Let’s hear what 
else God had to say to His people through Malachi.

Make a “What We Know About God” list 
Invite preschoolers to tell you what they know about 
God, such as “God loves people, “God sent Jesus,” “The 
Bible tells about God.” Write down what they say on 

• “God Keeps His 
Promises” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Trace the Path” activity 
page, 1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• paper 
• marker
• dry erase board 

(optional) 
• dry erase marker 

(optional) 

LOW PREP
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a sheet of paper or a dry erase board. Use this time to 
teach preschoolers additional characteristics of God such 
as unchanging, wise, powerful, loving, good, in control, 
creative, providing, self-sufficient (does not need anything), 
attentive (listens to us and sees what is going on), never-
tiring (does not get tired), and so forth. 
SAY • Wow! Our God is a great God! There is no one like 

Him! Everything you said about God is true. In 
today’s Bible story, some of God’s people were saying 
things about God that weren’t true, and some of the 
priests were teaching things that were not true. Why 
would God’s people do that? Listen to our Bible story 
to find out. 

Lace hearts
Cut heart shapes out of foam sheets. Write God loves you 
on each heart. Punch holes around the edges of each heart. 
Cut lengths of yarn and secure the ends with tape. Guide 
preschoolers to lace the yarn through the holes of the hearts. 
Tell preschoolers that the hearts say God loves you.
SAY • Your hearts say God loves you, and He does! In today’s 

Bible story, God’s people wondered if God really 
loved them. Do you think God really loved His 
people? Of course! Listen to the story to find out 
what made God’s people think that. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to “jump like calves” to Bible study.

• foam sheets
• scissors 
• hole punch 
• yarn 
• tape 
• marker

• countdown video 
(optional)

159God the Provider

© 2016 LifeWay



Introduce the Bible story
Sit in silence. If preschoolers question you, say, “Let’s wait.” 
SAY • God’s people waited for God to bless them, but 

nothing happened. They wondered if God really 
loved them, but God did love His people. He sent a 
messenger to explain why He was not blessing them.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Malachi in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Everything God says in the Bible is true. Today’s Bible 

story comes from the last book of the Old Testament, 
Malachi.

Show the Bible story video “Malachi the Prophet,” or tell 
the Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God’s people wondered why God was not blessing 

them, but God’s people were disobeying Him. God 
sent Malachi to tell His people what they were doing 
wrong. God told His people to repent. Repent 

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Malachi the Prophet” 

video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi 1–4
MAIN POINT: God told His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.
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means to turn from sin and follow God. 
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What kind of animals were the priests sacrificing to 
God? (stolen, hurt, or sick animals) 

2. What would be the job of the next messenger God 
would send? (to tell people to get ready for God’s special 
Messenger, the Messiah) 

3. What were the people doing with the money and 
wealth God gave them? (keeping it for themselves) 

4. What were the people saying about serving God? 
(People who did not serve God had better lives.) 

5. What did God say about people who honored Him? 
(They would be happy.) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful. God is faithful even when His people are 
not faithful to Him. Malachi said another messenger 
was coming —John the Baptist. John would get 
people ready for the promised Messiah—Jesus! Jesus 
is God’s Son who came to rescue people from sin.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Lamentations 3:22-23. Read the key 
passage aloud several times. Sing together the key passage 
song, “Great, Great, Great.”
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God’s mercy goes 

on and on. When we trust in Jesus, God is faithful to 
forgive our sin. God shows us mercy every day. 

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Great, Great, Great” 

song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Malachi the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Malachi 1–4
MAIN POINT: God told His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

Play a quiet game
Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle. Choose a preschooler 
to go first. Instruct her to walk around the circle and gently 
tap a quiet person on the shoulder. Then she will take that 
child’s spot while he walks around the circle and gently taps 
another quiet person. Continue playing as time allows.
SAY • God told His people to repent. God was quiet for 

400 years after Malachi gave God’s message. Then 
God sent the messenger whom Malachi told about. 
That messenger was John the Baptist. John’s job was 
to get people ready for the last Messenger, Jesus! Jesus 
is God’s Son. He came to rescue people from sin.

Run a message relay
Write Get ready! Jesus is coming! on a sheet of paper. Invite 
preschoolers to form two lines facing each other on opposite 
sides of the room. Read the paper to preschoolers. Give the 
paper to the first child in the first line. When you say “go,” 
that child must run the paper to the first child in the second 
line. 

When she hands off the paper, she must say, “Get ready! 
Jesus is coming!” Then she sits down at the back of that line 

LOW PREP

• paper
• marker
• timer (optional)

LOW PREP
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while that child runs the paper to the second child in the 
first line and says, “Get ready! Jesus is coming!” 

The last preschooler to get the message must run 
the paper to you and say, “Get ready! Jesus is coming!” 
Rearrange the lines and play again. Consider timing older 
preschoolers and challenge them to improve their time each 
round.
SAY • Malachi was a messenger for God. Through Malachi, 

God told His people to repent. Malachi said 
another messenger was coming. That messenger 
was John the Baptist. John also told God’s people 
to repent. John was getting people ready for the last 
Messenger, Jesus! Jesus is God’s Son. He came to 
rescue people from sin.

Make patterns with coins
Place several coins in a line to form a pattern. Challenge 
a preschooler to continue the pattern. Change the pattern 
and play again. Invite preschoolers to create patterns for 
each other to complete. Allow younger preschoolers simply 
to place a matching coin on top of the coins in the pattern.
SAY • God told His people to repent. Repent means to 

turn away from sin and follow God. God wanted His 
people to turn away from keeping all their money for 
themselves and to share what they had with others. 
When we repent of our sin and follow Jesus, we will 
not be punished for our sin. We will be happy and 
will jump and play like calves. 

Make play dough animals
Invite children to form animals with play dough. Encourage 
preschoolers to make animals that would have been used for 

• quarters 
• dimes
• nickels 
• pennies

Tip: Make sure 
children do not 
put coins in their 
mouths. 

• play dough
• play dough tools
• animal-shaped cookie 

cutters
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sacrifices such as bulls, goats, sheep, and so forth. 
SAY • God deserved the very best sacrifices, but the priests 

were offering animals that were stolen, hurt, or sick. 
God told His people to repent. Malachi was a 
messenger for God. He said another messenger was 
coming. That messenger was John the Baptist. John’s 
job was to get people ready for the last Messenger, 
Jesus! Jesus is God’s Son. He came to rescue people 
from sin. Jesus is the best sacrifice!

Make a giving bank
Provide a milk carton for each preschooler. Encourage 
preschoolers to cut and glue pieces of construction paper 
onto their milk carton. Help preschoolers form a small cross 
out of a chenille stem and attach it to the top of the milk 
carton to look like a steeple. 

Guide preschoolers to decorate their banks with stickers 
and markers. Show preschoolers how to put money into 
the bank through the open mouth of the carton. Explain 
to preschoolers they may use their banks to keep money to 
give to the church or people in need.
SAY • Some of God’s people were keeping all the money 

God gave them for themselves! God told His people 
to repent. He told them to share what they had. 
God would give them more good things than they 
could count. God gave us everything we need when 
He sent Jesus to rescue us from sin. We can share 
what we have with others. 

• clean, empty pint-size 
milk cartons, 1 per 
preschooler

• construction paper
• blunt-tipped scissors 
• glue 
• chenille stems
• tape
• stickers 
• markers

Option: Paint the 
milk cartons before 
the session to make 
a clean slate.
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve animal crackers for snack. Remind preschoolers 
that the priests were offering animals that were stolen, hurt, 
or sick to God. God’s people thought God did not love 
them because He was not blessing them, but God was not 
blessing His people because He loved them. For God to bless 
them when they were doing wrong things would not be 
loving. God told His people to repent, or turn away from 
sin. God loves us too much to let us continue to do wrong 
things. God wants us to repent from sin and follow Him.

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
picture of Jesus. Explain to preschoolers that the next Bible 
story will be from the New Testament. Get ready! Jesus is 
coming! Pray for the children.
SAY • God, thank You for giving us the Old Testament. 

Thank You for being faithful to Your people even 
when we are not. Thank You for keeping Your 
promise to send a Savior. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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