
Use Week of:

5 Leader BIBLE STUDY

Ezra was a priest in Babylon at the end of the exile. More 
than 50 years after the first group of exiles returned to 
Jerusalem and completed and dedicated the temple, Ezra 
led a second group back to Jerusalem.

Just as God had been with Nehemiah, He was with Ezra—
granting him favor with the Persian king. The king gave 
Ezra permission to go to Jerusalem. He provided Ezra with 

Ezra Read the Law

BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8:1-12
MAIN POINT: Ezra taught the people God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

5

a letter and access to resources to ensure safe travel. (See 
Ezra 7:11-26.)

Ezra traveled to Jerusalem with a purpose. God’s people had 
spent 70 years in exile, and they needed to be reminded 
how to live. As a scribe, Ezra was an expert on the law of 
Moses, and he had “determined in his heart to study the law 
of the Lord, obey it, and teach its statutes and ordinances in 
Israel” (Ezra 7:10).

Under Nehemiah’s leadership, the people had rebuilt 
Jerusalem’s walls. They gathered together at the Water Gate 
to hear the law of Moses. Men, women, and children—
anyone who could understand—came to listen to the 
reading of God’s Word.

From early morning until midday, Ezra read from the book 
of the law of Moses. He stood on a high wooden platform 
where everyone could see and hear him. Ezra opened the 
book of the law, and everyone stood up. The Levites helped 
the listeners understand the words of the law.

The people reacted strongly to hearing and understanding 
the law of Moses. Verse 9 says the people were weeping. The 
law revealed their sin.

God’s Word is powerful. The law reveals our sin and how 
short we fall of meeting God’s standard. As you teach 
preschoolers, help them recognize that we cannot meet 
God’s requirements. We need a Savior. God sent Jesus to 
obey the law perfectly and die for our sins. We can trust in 
Him for salvation.
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Ezra Read the Law
Nehemiah 8:1-12

Hurray! Hurray! The walls around Jerusalem were 
finished. The people had worked very hard. God had 
helped them, and they had fixed the walls and the city gates.

One morning, the people got together. Men, women, 
and children came. Everyone wanted to hear Ezra (EZ 
ruh) the priest read God’s Word. The sun was just coming 
up when Ezra carried out God’s Word so he could read it. 
God’s words were written on a scroll. Ezra stood on a 
tall platform made of wood. Some men stood next to Ezra. 
Men stood on his right and on his left. Ezra opened the 
scroll, and everyone could see it.

Ezra unrolled the scroll and began to read God’s Word 
aloud. Everyone in the crowd listened carefully. All the 
people stood up. Ezra praised God, and the people lifted up 
their hands.

“Amen! Amen!” the people said. Then they bowed 
down with their faces close to the ground. All the people 
worshiped God together.

Some of the men there explained God’s words to the 
people. They helped the people understand what Ezra 
read. When the people heard God’s Word, they were sad. 
All of the people cried. The words from God were about 
how to live, and the people had not been living the way 
God wanted them to live. They were sorry for disobeying 
God.

Ezra, his helpers, and Nehemiah (NEE huh MIGH 
uh) the governor said, “This day is special. Do not be 
sad. Do not cry.” This was a happy day.

Ezra said to the people, “Go home and get ready to 

The BIBLE STORY
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have a feast! Eat good food and drink good drinks. Share 
what you make with people who don’t have any food or 
drinks.”

Then Ezra said again, “Today is a special day. Be 
happy! God makes us strong.”

So the people did what Ezra told them to do. They got 
ready to have a feast. They ate good food and drank good 
drinks. They had a big party! The people were happy 
because God gave them His Word to help them do the 
right things.

Christ Connection: The Bible teaches us about God and 
Jesus. It helps us know the right things to do. We do wrong 
things a lot, but when we know and love Jesus, He helps us say 
no to sin. Jesus died to rescue us from sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “God Keeps 
His Promises.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all 
the preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such as 
“God’s Love Is Really Great” to engage them and help them 
feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Decorate the large group area for a party. Hang streamers 
and banners along the walls and ceiling. Play fun music as 
the children come in. Give them a party hat to wear.
SAY • In today’s story, the people don’t have a birthday 

party, but they do have a big party to celebrate God’s 
faithfulness. God gave them His words to know how 
to live. The only right response was to praise Him.

Open your Bible to Nehemiah 8. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Lamentations 3:22-23. 
Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open 

• “God Keeps His 
Promises” song 

• “God’s Love Is Really 
Great” song

• Bible
• party supplies
• “Ezra Read the Law” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “Great, Great, Great” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Ezra Read the Law
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8:1-12
MAIN POINT: Ezra taught the people God’s Word.
UNIT KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.
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your Bible to the key passage. Invite preschoolers to repeat 
the passage after you. Challenge preschoolers to say the key 
passage from memory.
SAY • God’s people praised God for His faithfulness. We 

can praise God for His faithfulness too! Our key 
passage reminds us that God is good.

Sing the key passage song “Great, Great, Great” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful. Ezra read God’s words to the people so 
they would know how much God loved them. 
God’s Word reminded His people how He had been 
faithful to them and how they should live as God’s 
special people.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Ezra taught the people God’s Word. The Bible 

teaches us about God and Jesus. It helps us know 
the right things to do. We do wrong things a lot, but 
when we know and love Jesus, He helps us say no to 
sin. Jesus died to rescue us from sin.

Sing “God Keeps His Promises” and “Talk to God” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “With All My Heart.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY •  God, thank You for giving us Your Word. We do not 

always obey You, but You sent Jesus to rescue us from 
sin. In His perfect name, Amen. 

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “God Keeps His 

Promises” song
• “Talk to God” song
• “With All My Heart” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Ezra Read the Law
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8:1-12
MAIN POINT: Ezra taught the people God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Stand tall
Invite the preschoolers, one at a time, to stand on a step 
stool and recite the main point or say the big picture answer 
after you ask the big picture question. Assist as needed.
SAY • Ezra stood on a tall, wooden platform to read God’s 

Word to the people. Everyone could see the scroll 
when he opened it. Ezra taught the people God’s 
Word, and they listened carefully. When we listen to 
the Bible, we learn about God and Jesus. The Bible 
tells us how Jesus died to rescue us from sin. 

Write with magnetic letters
Provide magnetic alphabet letters and metal cookie sheets 
for the children to make “words.” With older preschoolers, 
write short words from the Bible story (God, law, men, eat, 
do) on index cards and invite the preschoolers to form those 
words with their magnets on their trays. 
SAY • You might not be able to read the Bible yet, but you 

can listen to it when your parents and teachers read 
it, just like the people listened to Ezra long ago. Ezra 
taught the people God’s Word, and the people 
worshiped God when they heard it. 

• step stool

LOW PREP

• magnetic letters
• metal cookie sheet
• index cards
• markers
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Praise God parade
Help the children make ribbon wands with dowels, straws, 
or craft sticks, thick tape, and paper streamers. Pass out 
musical instruments, if available. Tell children they are 
going on a praise parade. Play praise music and invite 
children to sing, dance, and play instruments. 
SAY • Ezra taught the people God’s Word. They 

worshiped God. Then they celebrated with a feast. 
We read in the Bible how Jesus died and rose again to 
rescue us from sin. That’s the best reason to celebrate! 

Make happy/sad faces
Give each child one paper plate. Direct the preschoolers to 
draw a happy face on one side and a sad face on the other. 
Consider providing glue, googly eyes and various colors of 
yarn for hair. 
SAY • Ezra taught the people God’s Word. When the 

people heard God’s Word, they realized they had 
sinned against God. The Bible shows us how we 
disobey God too, but the Bible also shows us that 
God sent a Savior. When we know and love Jesus, He 
forgives us and helps us say no to sin. 

Feasting plates
Provide a paper plate for each preschooler. Encourage 
children to glue images of their favorite foods on their 
plates. Then guide them to use crayons to draw more of 
their favorite foods on their plate. 
SAY • What are your favorite foods to eat? Did you stick 

them or draw them on your plate? After Ezra taught 
the people God’s Word, he sent them back to their 
homes to have a feast. 

Transition to large group closing

• dowels, straws, or 
craft sticks

• thick tape
• paper streamers
• “God Keeps His 

Promises” song 
(optional)

• paper plates, 
1 per child

• craft supplies 
(optional) 

• paper plates
• food images cut 

from ads and 
circulars

• glue sticks
• crayons

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who read God’s Word to the people? (Ezra taught 
the people God’s Word.)

2. Who came to hear Ezra the priest read God’s 
Word? (men, women, and children)

3. What was God’s Word written on? (a scroll)
4. Why did the people cry? (They knew they had not 

been living the way God wanted them to live.)
5. What did Ezra tell the people to do? (Get ready for 

a feast, eat good food, and drink good drinks.)
6. Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.
SAY • The Bible teaches us about God and Jesus. It helps 

us know the right things to do. We do wrong things 
a lot, but when we know and love Jesus, He helps us 
say no to sin. Jesus died to rescue us from sin.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 
SAY • God, thank You for the Bible. Help us to love the 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Great, Great, Great” 

song
• “God Keeps His 

Promises” song

SESSION TITLE: Ezra Read the Law
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 8:1-12
MAIN POINT: Ezra taught the people God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

Large Group CLOSING
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words in the Bible more than any other words 
because they come from You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about the importance of knowing God’s Word so we 
can share it with others. You may also show the “Ready, Set, 
Go” video.
SAY • Missionary Paula Culkin and her son Evan live in 

Russia. They help Antioch Church lead children’s 
camps in Russia. Most Russian children do not know 
anything about God or Jesus. They do not have 
God’s Word to tell them about Him. At children’s 
camp, children learn about Jesus and how to tell 
others about Him. We have the Bible to tell us about 
God and Jesus. Who is someone you can tell what 
you have learned from the Bible? 

Pass the scroll
Write, Ezra taught the people God’s Word on a piece of 
paper. Roll it up and secure it with a ribbon. Gather the 
children in a circle. Play music while the scroll is passed 
in a circle. When the music stops, the child holding the 
scroll unrolls it and recites the main point: Ezra taught the 
people God’s Word.
SAY • Ezra taught the people God’s Word, and it showed 

them their sin. We are sinners too. We need Jesus. 
God loves us so much that He sent Jesus to earth to 
die for our sins. Now that is something to celebrate! 

• “Ready, Set, Go” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• paper
• marker
• ribbon
• “Great, Great, Great” 

song (optional)
• “God Keeps His 

Promises” song 
(optional)
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