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Leader BIBLE STUDY

When the Babylonians took God’s people to Babylon, they 
destroyed Jerusalem. God’s people returned years later to 
rebuild the temple, but when they faced opposition in 
rebuilding the rest of Jerusalem, they stopped. Some 70 
years passed, and the walls and gates around the city were 
still ruined.

City walls and gates were very important in Bible times. 
Walls were built to be several feet thick. They protected 
a city from its enemies and provided a sense of safety and 

Jerusalem’s Walls Were Rebuilt

BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 3:1–6:16
MAIN POINT: God led Nehemiah to rebuild the walls.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 114

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 116

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 118

UNIT 18
Session 4

110 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 18 • Session 4

© 2016 LifeWay



Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

4

security. Gates were the center of city life, the meeting 
place for commercial and social transactions. Without these 
structures, the surviving remnant of God’s people struggled 
and was vulnerable to attack.

Nehemiah traveled from Persia to Jerusalem to lead the 
effort in rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls. Nehemiah’s leadership 
was effective. Nehemiah 3 describes all the people working 
together to rebuild the gates and walls.

But it wasn’t long before Nehemiah met opposition from 
local governors who planned to attack God’s people. 
God’s people armed themselves and kept working. They 
completed the wall in just 52 days.

Note how their enemies reacted: “All the surrounding 
nations were intimidated and lost their confidence, for they 
realized that this task had been accomplished by our God” 
(Neh. 6:16).

Now God’s people were protected from their enemies. Help 
preschoolers see that God provided the way for us to be 
protected from our enemies, sin and death. He sent His 
Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for our sins. When we repent 
and trust in Jesus, He frees us from sin and death. We still 
sin, but we are no longer slaves to sin. (See Rom. 6:17-18.) 
We may die a physical death as a result of sin, but we have 
eternal life. (See John 11:25-26; Rom. 6:23.)
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Jerusalem’s Walls Were Rebuilt
Nehemiah 3:1–6:16

Nehemiah (NEE huh MIGH uh) wanted to help the 
people in Jerusalem. The walls around the city were 
broken, and they needed to be fixed. Nehemiah and the 
people worked together to fix the walls and the gates in 
the walls.

The walls and the gates had special names. Some of the 
people worked on the Fish Gate. The Fish Gate was the 
entrance to the fish market. Some people worked on the 
Sheep Gate. The Sheep Gate led to the place where people 
went to sell sheep.

Other workers fixed parts of the walls, and some of them 
fixed towers in the wall. The workers put in doors. They 
added bolts and bars. They cut stones and stacked them 
on the wall. Some of the people filled in holes in the wall. 
Everyone in the city worked together on the walls. Before 
long, the wall was halfway rebuilt!

Some men who lived nearby were angry about the walls 
being rebuilt. They did not like God’s people, and they 
did not want them to have new walls to keep them safe.

The men made fun of God’s people. They said, “These 
people cannot rebuild the walls. They are too broken 
to be fixed.” But that wasn’t true. God’s people could 
rebuild the walls because God was helping them.

Nehemiah prayed. God’s people kept working on the 
walls, but their enemies made a plan to attack them. 
God’s people chose men to guard the walls all day and 
all night, but they were still afraid. “Our enemies are 
everywhere,” they said.

Nehemiah did not want the people to be afraid. “God 

The BIBLE STORY
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is great and powerful!” Nehemiah said. “If our enemies 
attack us, God will fight for us.”

So God’s people kept working. Some of the men 
stood guard with weapons, and others worked on the 
wall. The people were always ready to fight, just in case.

Nehemiah was a good leader for God’s people. He 
helped them when they had problems, and he told them to 
trust God. Before long, the wall was finished! The gates 
and the walls were fixed, and God’s people were safe. The 
people’s enemies were afraid because they knew that God 
was with His people.

Christ Connection: Nehemiah helped God’s people fix the 
walls around their city. The walls protected the people from 
their enemies. Jesus protects us from our enemies. When we 
know and love Jesus, He keeps us safe and we will live with 
Him forever.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “God Keeps 
His Promises.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all 
the preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such as 
“God’s Love Is Really Great” to engage them and help them 
feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Before the children enter the large group area, make a mess. 
When the children arrive, tell them you are going to work 
together to clean up the room. If you sing a song during 
clean up time at your church, sing it now.
SAY • Great job working together to clean our room. 

Everybody did their part, and now the room is 
back to how it should be. In our story today, God’s 
people worked together to do something even more 
important than cleaning up a room. Listen carefully 
to find out what they fixed and why.

Open your Bible to Nehemiah 3–6. Tell the Bible story 
in your own words, using the script provided, or show 
the video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

• “God Keeps His 
Promises” song 

• “God’s Love Is Really 
Great” song

• Bible
• “Jerusalem’s Walls 

Were Rebuilt” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

SESSION TITLE: Jerusalem’s Walls Were Rebuilt
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 3:1–6:16
MAIN POINT: God led Nehemiah to rebuild the walls.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.
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Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Lamentations 3:22-23. 
Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open 
your Bible to the key passage.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God is faithful. 

God kept His promise to help His people rebuild 
Jerusalem’s walls. We can always trust God.

Sing the key passage song “Great, Great, Great” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s practice our big picture question and answer. 

Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 
faithful. God kept His promise to protect His people 
by helping them rebuild the city walls.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God led Nehemiah to rebuild the city walls. 

Nehemiah helped God’s people fix the walls around 
their city. The walls protected the people from their 
enemies. Jesus protects us from our enemies. When 
we know and love Jesus, He keeps us safe from sin 
and death. We will live with Him forever.

Sing “God Keeps His Promises” and “Good to Me” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “With All My Heart.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for keeping Your promise to help 

Your people. You gave Your people courage to 
keep building the walls even when their enemies 
frightened them. Thank You for giving us Jesus, who 
is greater than all of our enemies. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “Great, Great, Great” 

song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “God Keeps His 

Promises” song
• “Good to Me” song
• “With All My Heart” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jerusalem’s Walls Were Rebuilt
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 3:1–6:16
MAIN POINT: God led Nehemiah to rebuild the walls.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Jump the wall
Place several large blocks or shoeboxes in a straight line. 
Invite preschoolers to jump over the “wall.” Add another 
level of blocks or shoeboxes. Assist them in jumping over 
the taller “wall.” Keep adding blocks or boxes until the wall 
is too high for preschoolers to jump over.
SAY • God led Nehemiah to rebuild the walls in Jerusalem 

so the Jews could be safe from their enemies. Jesus 
protects us from our enemies. When we know and 
love Jesus, He keeps us safe from sin and death. We 
will live with Him forever. 

Play a rhythm game
Invite preschoolers to sit with you in a circle. Begin a simple 
“shh, shh, shh, shh” pattern with the children. Then say 
one of the words and perform the hand motion listed. For 
instance say hammer-shh-shh-shh as you pound your fists 
on top of each other. Start slowly until the children get the 
hang of the game. Increase the speed of the cues. 
SAY • God led Nehemiah to rebuild the walls. The people 

worked together to do this. When the walls were 
finished, God’s people were safe. God had kept His 
promise to them. 

• blocks 
• shoeboxes 

(optional)

LOW PREP

Sample hand 
motions:

• Hammer: pound 
fists on top of each 
other

• Screw: twist wrist 
left to right

• Saw: move hand 
back and forth
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Construction paper wall
Tape a large sheet of paper on the wall. Cut rectangles from 
red construction paper. Invite preschoolers to use double-
sided tape to stick the bricks to the “wall.” Leave space in 
between for the imaginary mortar.
SAY • Great job building the wall together! God led 

Nehemiah to rebuild the walls. The people worked 
together to rebuild the walls. God gave them 
everything they needed to get the job done! 

Modeling clay bricks
Provide ice cube trays, modeling clay, and craft sticks. 
Direct children to press the clay in the tray indentions to 
make bricks. Lead children to build a wall with their bricks. 
SAY • God led Nehemiah to rebuild the walls. Building 

the walls wasn’t always easy. God’s people’s enemies 
made fun of them and planned to attack them. But 
Nehemiah prayed and encouraged the people to stay 
strong and keep building.

Fix the classroom
Provide plastic tool kits for preschoolers to pretend fixing 
various furniture pieces or toys in the classroom. 
SAY • God led Nehemiah to rebuild the walls. Fixing 

the walls and gates was hard work and the people’s  
enemies did not want them to do it, but God helped 
them. Jesus protects us from our enemies. When we 
know and love Jesus, He keeps us safe from sin and 
death. We will live with Him forever. 

Transition to large group closing

• large sheet of paper
• tape
• red construction 

paper
• scissors
• double-sided tape

• ice cube trays
• modeling clay
• craft sticks 

• plastic tool kits

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who helped God’s people fix Jerusalem’s walls? 
(Nehemiah)

2. Name some of the special gates God’s people built 
in the walls. (Fish, Sheep)

3. What did the people’s enemies try to do? (stop them 
from building)

4. What did Nehemiah say when he learned God’s 
people were afraid of their enemies? (“God is great 
and powerful! God will fight for us!”)

5. Did the people keep working and finish the wall? 
(yes)

6. Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 
faithful.

SAY • God led Nehemiah to rebuild the walls around 
Jerusalem. The walls protected the people from their 
enemies. Jesus protects us from our enemies. When 
we know and love Jesus, He keeps us safe from sin 
and death. We will live with Him forever.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Great, Great, Great” 

song
• “God Keeps His 

Promises” song

SESSION TITLE: Jerusalem’s Walls Were Rebuilt
BIBLE PASSAGE: Nehemiah 3:1–6:16
MAIN POINT: God led Nehemiah to rebuild the walls.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

Large Group CLOSING

118 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 18 • Session 4

© 2016 LifeWay



Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 
SAY • God, You helped Your people rebuild the wall. You 

gave them the courage and strength they needed each 
day. Teach us to rely on You every day also. Help us 
to trust You even when it is hard. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how God wants all people to know and love Jesus 
so they can live with Him forever. You may also show the 
“On Mission with Family” video.
SAY • The Newschaeffer family left their home in 

Oklahoma and traveled all the way to Poland. They 
worked with missionaries in Poland to put on a 
family camp where families could have fun together 
and learn English. The best part of the family camp 
is that families learned the good news about Jesus! 
What can your family do together to share the gospel 
of Jesus right here where you live? 

Block relay
Line up the children and give the first child a cardboard 
block. Instruct her to run to the opposite side of the room, 
touch the wall, run back, and give the block to the next 
child. Continue until all children have run the relay.
SAY • God led Nehemiah to rebuild the walls. The people 

worked together, and God was with them. God 
helped them rebuild the walls in just 52 days.

• “On Mission with 
Family” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• block
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