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Leader BIBLE STUDY

During the time of Queen Esther—more than 450 years 
before Jesus was born—the Jewish people were scattered 
around the Persian Empire. The Book of Esther tells the 
unlikely story of a young Jewish woman who, as the queen 
of the Persian Empire, saved her people.

After Esther was chosen as the queen of Persia, she received 
news that an evil man named Haman had a plan to kill 
all of the Jews. The Book of Esther is the only book in the 

God Saved His People Through Esther

BIBLE PASSAGE: Esther 5–10
MAIN POINT: God used Esther to save His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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Bible that never mentions God by name, but God clearly 
worked through Esther and her cousin Mordecai to save 
the Jewish people. Mordecai even suggested to Esther that 
God’s hand was in the situation: “Who knows, perhaps you 
have come to your royal position for such a time as this” 
(Esth. 4:14).

Build the tension of the story as you teach. Point out that 
if Haman was successful in killing all the Jews, his evil plan 
would put God’s promises in jeopardy. God had promised 
to bless the world through Abraham’s family and to send a 
King from the line of David who would rule forever.

Esther had a choice to make. She could do nothing and 
face destruction (Esth. 4:13-14), or she could risk her life 
by approaching the king to plead for the protection of the 
Jews. Esther and the Jewish people prayed and fasted for 
three days before Esther went to the king.

Esther was welcomed by the king, who offered to give her 
anything she wanted—up to half of the kingdom. Esther 
told the king of Haman’s plot against her people. The king 
ordered that Haman be killed instead!

Emphasize to preschoolers that God was in control despite 
Haman’s evil plan to destroy the Jews. Like Haman, Satan 
wants to destroy believers. Satan thought he had won when 
Jesus died on the cross, but God raised Jesus from the dead 
and defeated Satan once and for all.
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God Saved His People Through Esther
Esther 5–10

God’s people in Persia were in trouble. One of their 
enemies, a man named Haman, made a plan to kill all of 
them. But Esther the queen was going to try to help them. 
Esther was also a Jew. So Esther and the Jews prayed and 
asked God for help. On the third day, Esther went to see 
the king.

Esther saw the king sitting on his throne. Esther was 
afraid. No one was supposed to go to the king unless he 
asked for them. Esther came closer, and the king held out 
his golden scepter. This meant that Esther was allowed to 
come to him. Esther walked toward the king and touched 
the tip of the scepter.

“What do you want, Queen Esther?” the king said. “I 
will give you anything, up to half of my kingdom.”

Esther said, “I have prepared a feast. Would you and 
Haman come eat with me today?”

“Yes,” said the king. So the king and his helper 
Haman went to Esther’s feast. After they ate, the king 
said, “What do you want, Queen Esther? I will give you 
anything, up to half of my kingdom.”

Esther said, “Will you and Haman come to my feast 
tomorrow?”

“Yes,” said the king.
The next day, the king and Haman went to Esther’s 

feast. After they ate, the king said, “What do you want, 
Queen Esther? I will give you anything, up to half of my 
kingdom.”

Esther said, “I am a Jew, and there is a plan to kill me 
and my people.”

The BIBLE STORY
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The king asked, “Who is planning to hurt you?”
“This evil enemy, Haman!” Esther said.
The king was angry. He ordered for Haman to be 

punished. Then he made a law to keep the Jewish people 
safe from their enemies.

Christ Connection: Haman had an evil plan to kill the 
Jews, but God was in control. God used Esther in His plan to 
rescue His people. When Jesus came to earth, His enemies killed 
Him. But Jesus did not stay dead. After Jesus died on the cross, 
He rose from the dead. Jesus has power over evil.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “God Keeps 
His Promises.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all 
the preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such as 
“God’s Love Is Really Great” to engage them and help them 
feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Pack a lunch and bring it to large group. Pull out the 
different items from your lunch one by one. Talk about 
their nutritional value. Explain that you will eat your lunch 
later on, and put the food back inside. 
SAY • While my lunch has some delicious, nutritious foods 

in it, it is only one simple meal. It is not exactly what 
I would call a “feast.” Today in our story, we will hear 
about two feasts that Esther prepared for the king. 

Open your Bible to Esther 5–10. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Lamentations 3:22-23. 

• “God Keeps His 
Promises” song 

• “God’s Love Is Really 
Great” song

• packed lunch
• Bible
• “God Saved His 

People Through 
Esther” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “Great, Great, Great” 

song

SESSION TITLE: God Saved His People Through Esther
BIBLE PASSAGE: Esther 5–10
MAIN POINT: God used Esther to save His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.
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Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open 
your Bible to the key passage. Point to the key passage as 
you say it out loud.
SAY • God was faithful to protect His people from their 

enemy. God made the king show mercy to Esther 
and her people. God’s great faithfulness saved them.

Sing the key passage song “Great, Great, Great” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Haman thought he could get rid of all the Jews, but 

the king got rid of Haman instead. Before Esther 
was born, God had made a promise to the Jews to 
send His Messiah through them. Does God keep His 
promises? Yes, God is always faithful.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God used Esther to save her people. Haman had 

an evil plan to kill the Jews, but God was in control. 
God used Esther in His plan to rescue His people. 
When Jesus came to earth, His enemies killed Him. 
But Jesus did not stay dead. After Jesus died on the 
cross, He rose from the dead. Jesus has power over 
evil.

Sing “God Keeps His Promises” and “Good to Me” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “With All My Heart.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, thank You that You are in control of everything. 

Thank You for using Esther to save the Jews so that 
Jesus could come to us just like You promised. Thank 
You for sending Jesus to defeat sin once and for all. 
Amen. 

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “God Keeps His 

Promises” song
• “Good to Me” song
• “With All My Heart” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: God Saved His People Through Esther
BIBLE PASSAGE: Esther 5–10
MAIN POINT: God used Esther to save His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play “The King Says”
Play “Simon Says” according to normal rules, but 
preschoolers will only obey commands that come after “the 
king says.” For older preschoolers, if they do what the king 
does not say to do or if they do not do what the king says to 
do, they must sit out and cheer on their friends.
SAY •  God is the king over the whole universe. He makes 

a plan, and that plan happens. We don’t know all of 
God’s plan, but through the Bible, we know God 
used Esther to save her people so that He could 
send Jesus into the world through them.

Decorate for a banquet
Invite the children to decorate the whole room for a party. 
Provide party hats for the children to wear. Set out plastic 
food, plastic cups, plastic utensils, a tablecloth, and so forth 
so children may pretend to have a delicious feast. 
SAY • God used Esther to save His people. Esther threw 

the king and Haman not one but two feasts. At 
the second feast, she told the king that Haman was 
planning to kill her people, the Jews. The king did 
not like Haman’s plan and punished Haman for it. 

• 
LOW PREP

• crepe paper 
streamers

• banners
• artificial flowers
• ribbons
• party hats
• plastic utensils
• plastic cups
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Match the pictures
Print color copies of previous Bible story pictures on 
heavyweight paper. Cut each picture in half down the 
middle and mix up the halves. Invite preschoolers to match 
the right halves of each picture. Display the “Esther Became 
Queen” picture.
SAY • Remember when Esther asked God’s people to fast 

and pray so the king would be pleased to see her? 
The king was so pleased with Esther that he offered 
her half his kingdom! Esther did not want half his 
kingdom. Esther asked the king to save her people! 
God used Esther to save His people. 

Make a crown
Cut a crown out of yellow construction paper for each 
child. Provide stickers, glitter glue, and gems for children to 
decorate their crowns. Set the crowns aside to dry. 
SAY • God used Esther to save His people. God made 

Esther queen so that He could keep His promise to 
the Jews. 

Create with play dough
Provide play dough and crown-shaped cookie cutters. Invite 
the children to cut out crowns or make food out of the play 
dough that Esther might have served at her feasts.
SAY • During her second feast, Esther told the king about 

Haman’s evil plan. The king punished Haman and 
declared that no one could harm the Jews. God used 
Esther to save His people. When Jesus came to 
earth, His enemies killed Him. But Jesus did not stay 
dead. After Jesus died on the cross, He rose from the 
dead. Jesus has power over evil.

Transition to large group closing

• Bible Story Picture 
Posters from past 
sessions

• scissors
• heavyweight paper

• yellow construction 
paper

• stickers
• glitter glue
• adhesive gems

• play dough 
• crown-shaped 

cookie cutters
• food-shaped cookie 

cutters (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Why were God’s people, the Jews, in trouble? 
(Haman wanted to kill them.)

2. Why was it dangerous for Esther to see the king 
without being called? (If the king did not hold out 
his golden scepter, she could be killed.)

3. Whom did Esther ask to come to her feast? (the 
king and Haman)

4. What did the king do when he found out Haman’s 
plan? (He punished Haman, and he made a law to 
keep the Jews safe.) 

5. Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 
faithful.

SAY • Haman had an evil plan to kill the Jews, but God was 
in control. God used Esther to save His people. 
When Jesus came to earth, His enemies killed Him. 
But Jesus did not stay dead. After Jesus died on the 
cross, He rose from the dead. Jesus has power over 
evil.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Great, Great, Great” 

song
• “God Keeps His 

Promises” song

SESSION TITLE: God Saved His People Through Esther
BIBLE PASSAGE: Esther 5–10
MAIN POINT: God used Esther to save His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

Large Group CLOSING

98 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 18 • Session 2

© 2016 LifeWay



Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus, who is an even 

greater Savior than Esther. Jesus saves us from our 
enemies, sin and death, forever. Thank You, God, for 
keeping Your promise to send us Jesus. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how God wants all people to be saved, not only 
the Jews. God sent Jesus to rescue people from sin. You may 
also show the “Norway Needs Jesus” video.
SAY •Zack and Jennifer Dove are missionaries in Norway. 

One of the things the Doves are trying to teach 
Norwegian believers is to share the gospel with 
people they know. Jesus rescuing people from sin is 
the best news of all! Who is someone you already 
know who needs to hear this good news? 

Practice the big picture question
Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle on the floor. Ask the 
big picture question and toss the beanbag to a preschooler. 
Guide that child to say the answer. Then that child must ask 
the big picture question and toss the bean bag to another 
child. Continue playing until each child has answered.
SAY • Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful. God promised to send His Son to earth as a 
Jew, and He did! Jesus’ enemies killed Him, but He 
did not stay dead! Jesus has power over evil! 

• “Norway Needs 
Jesus” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• beanbag
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