
Use Week of:

1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Babylonian captivity had ended while Cyrus was king 
of Persia. Some of God’s people—now referred to as Jews 
(people from Judah)—traveled back to Judah to rebuild 
the temple, the city, and their lives. Others, however, 
stayed in Persia where life among the pagans was relatively 
comfortable.

The king of Persia was now Ahasuerus (uh haz yoo EHR 
uhs), also known by his Greek name, Xerxes (ZUHRK 
seez). Esther was a young Jewish girl whom Ahasuerus had 

Esther Became Queen

BIBLE PASSAGE: Esther 1–4
MAIN POINT: Esther became queen.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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chosen to be his queen. The former queen had defied the 
king and was promptly replaced. Esther did not reveal to 
the king that she was a Jew.

Esther had been an orphan, so her cousin Mordecai adopted 
her. Mordecai kept in touch with Esther while she lived 
in the palace. One day, the king gave Haman the Agagite 
a very important position in the kingdom. The king even 
commanded the people to bow down to Haman. But 
Mordecai refused.

Haman was a descendant of Agag, king of the Amalekites. 
The nations of Israel and Amalek did not get along. Haman 
was angry about Mordecai’s defiance, but instead of just 
punishing Mordecai, he planned to kill all the Jews in the 
kingdom.

Mordecai turned to Esther for help. After all, she was in a 
position of power, and the Jews were her people. The stakes 
were high. Esther could be killed for approaching the king 
without permission. But Esther was willing to take the 
chance and explain her people’s plight.

Remind preschoolers that the survival of God’s people 
was essential to God’s plan. God’s plan all along was to 
send the Messiah through Abraham’s family. Haman’s evil 
plan opposed God’s plan, but God was in control. He was 
working out a plan to use Esther to rescue His people and 
make the way for His Son, Jesus, to come into the world.
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Esther Became Queen
Esther 1–4

Some of God’s people lived in Persia, and some of the 
people had gone home to Judah to rebuild God’s temple. A 
new king took over Persia. His name was Ahasuerus (uh 
haz yoo EHR uhs). Ahasuerus was looking for a queen. 
He chose Esther to be queen. Esther lived in Persia with 
her cousin Mordecai (MAWR duh kigh). Esther was very 
beautiful, and she was a Jew—one of God’s people. But 
Esther did not tell the king that she was a Jew.

One day, Mordecai heard about an evil plan. Haman, 
one of the king’s helpers, wanted to kill all the Jews. 
Mordecai was upset! He was a Jew, and his friends and 
family members were Jews. Mordecai did not want them all 
to be killed. Mordecai and all the Jews cried.

Esther heard that all the Jews were upset. She sent 
a message to Mordecai. “What’s wrong?” she asked. 
Mordecai told Esther about Haman’s evil plan.

“Help us!” Mordecai said. “You are the queen. Ask 
the king to stop Haman. Ask him to save the Jewish 
people.”

Esther was afraid. No one was allowed to go to the 
king unless the king called for that person first. If someone 
went to the king without permission, that person could 
be killed! But Esther also knew that sometimes the king 
held out his scepter; that meant the person would be 
allowed to live.

Mordecai said, “Esther, you are a Jew. If you do not 
stop Haman, he will kill you too. Maybe this is why you 
are the queen.” Maybe God made Esther queen so she 
could save her people!

The BIBLE STORY
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Esther asked Mordecai and the Jewish people to 
meet together to pray for help. They also fasted; they did 
not eat or drink for three days. After three days, Esther 
planned to go to the king. She was going to try to save 
the Jews no matter what.

Christ Connection: God’s plan was to send the Messiah into 
the world through Abraham’s family. Haman’s evil plan might 
have stopped God, but God was in control. God had a plan for 
Esther to rescue His people. By saving the Jews, God made the 
way for His Son, Jesus, to come into the world.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “God Keeps 
His Promises.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all 
the preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such as 
“God’s Love Is Really Great” to engage them and help them 
feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Bring a box of “royal” dress-up clothes. Take out one item 
at a time and ask the children to name each item. Ask who 
would normally wear such clothes and jewelry.
SAY • Esther was an orphan who was raised by her uncle 

Mordecai. God chose Esther to become queen for a 
very special reason. We’ll find out what that reason is 
as we listen to the story.

Open your Bible to Esther 1–4. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Lamentations 3:22-23. 
Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open 

• “God Keeps His 
Promises” song 

• “God’s Love Is Really 
Great” song

• Bible
• box of “royal” 

clothes
• “Esther Became 

Queen” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “Great, Great, Great” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Esther Became Queen
BIBLE PASSAGE: Esther 1–4
MAIN POINT: Esther became queen.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.
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your Bible to the key passage.
SAY • God is always faithful to His people. To be faithful 

means you don’t give up on someone. It means you 
keep the promises you have made to them. God does 
not give up on His people. His mercies are new every 
morning!

Sing the key passage song “Great, Great, Great” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • We have a new big picture question this week: Does 

God keep His promises? Raise your hand if you 
know what a promise is. [Call on a few children to 
explain what a promise is.] God always does what He 
says He will do. This brings us to our big picture 
question and answer, Does God keep His promises? 
Yes, God is always faithful. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Esther became queen as part of God’s plan. God’s 

plan was to send the Messiah into the world through 
Abraham’s family. Haman’s evil plan might have 
stopped God, but God was in control. God had a 
plan for Esther to rescue His people. By saving the 
Jews, God made the way for His Son, Jesus, to come 
into the world

Sing “God Keeps His Promises” and “Talk to God” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “With All My Heart.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • Thank You, God, for showing us that You are always 

faithful. Thank You for Your plan to send Jesus into 
the world. We are so thankful for Jesus! Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “God Keeps His 

Promises” song
• “Talk to God” song
• “With All My Heart” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Esther Became Queen
BIBLE PASSAGE: Esther 1–4
MAIN POINT: Esther became queen.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Build with blocks
Provide blocks or interlocking bricks for preschoolers to 
build a castle or palace. As children build, talk about what it 
would be like to live in a palace.
SAY • Esther became queen and went to live in a palace 

with the king. Esther’s life in the palace was not 
always easy. Mordecai asked her to talk to the king 
to rescue God’s people. Esther asked God’s people to 
pray for God to help her. 

How fast can you obey?
Invite all the preschoolers to stand in a circle. Tell the 
children to listen carefully to the directions. They should try 
to finish completing the action as fast as possible. 
SAY • God’s plan was to send the Messiah into the world 

through Abraham’s family. Haman’s evil plan might 
have stopped God, but God was in control. Esther 
became queen and followed God’s plan to rescue His 
people. By saving the Jews, God made the way for 
His Son, Jesus, to come into the world.

Pin the crown on the queen
Draw a simple picture of Queen Esther on a large sheet of 

• blocks or 
interlocking bricks

LOW PREP

Sample directions:
• Hop five times. 
• Touch your toes 

three times. 
• Tap your head four 

times. 
• Spin around in a 

circle one time. 
• Give high-fives to 

two friends. 

• marker
• large sheet of paper
• tape
• double-sided tape
• yellow crown cutout
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paper taped to the wall. Make a simple paper crown and 
stick double-sided tape to the back. Invite children to take 
turns closing their eyes, turning around three times (with 
adult help), and pinning the crown on the queen.
SAY • God likes to do unexpected things. He picked Esther 

to be queen so that one day He could use her to save 
the Jews from Haman’s evil plan. Esther became 
queen to help God’s people. 

Make a scepter
Help preschoolers slide a craft stem into a drinking straw. 
Use duct tape to seal the bottom of the straw. Assist 
children as they use another craft stem to make a heart-, 
star-, or circle-shaped topper. Secure the topper to the top 
of the straw with duct tape as well.  
SAY • Esther became queen. Mordecai said God planned 

for Esther to become queen so she could help God’s 
people. Esther wanted God’s people to fast and pray 
that the king would extend his scepter to her. 

Crown matching game
Print the “Crowns Memory Match” printable and place 
the cards in a grid. Let preschoolers study the cards and 
then flip them facedown. Keep them faceup for younger 
preschoolers. Guide children to take turns flipping two 
cards at a time to find matches. Play several rounds.
SAY • Esther became queen for a reason. God’s plan was to 

send the Messiah into the world through Abraham’s 
family. Haman’s evil plan might have stopped God, 
but God was in control. God had a plan for Esther to 
rescue His people. By saving the Jews, God made the 
way for His Son, Jesus, to come into the world.

Transition to large group closing

• clear drinking 
straws, 1 per child

• gold, silver, or 
yellow chenille craft 
stems

• colorful duct tape

• “Crowns Memory 
Match” printable

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Whom did the king choose to be queen? (Esther 
became queen.)

2. What secret did Esther keep from the king? (She 
was a Jew, one of God’s people.)

3. What evil plan did Mordecai hear about? (The 
king’s helper, Haman, wanted to kill all the Jews. )

4. Why was Esther afraid? (She could be killed.)
5. What did Esther decide to do? (She asked the people 

to pray for her. She would go to the king.)
6. Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.
SAY • God had chosen the Jews for a special purpose. God’s 

very own Son, Jesus, would one day be born as a Jew. 
Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 
faithful. God had a planned for Esther to save His 
people. Next week we will see how that happened. 

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Great, Great, Great” 

song
• “God Keeps His 

Promises” song

SESSION TITLE: Esther Became Queen
BIBLE PASSAGE: Esther 1–4
MAIN POINT: Esther became queen.
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22-23
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY •  God, You are in control of everything. You had a 
plan for Esther’s life, and You have a plan for all of 
Your children. Help us to follow Your plan, even if it 
means doing hard things. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about God uses us to tell people about Jesus. You may 
also show the “Dove Boys Share Norway” video.
SAY • Daniel and William Dove are brothers. Their parents 

adopted them from the Ukraine, and now they live 
with their parents in Norway as missionaries. Daniel 
and William are regular kids. They like sports, 
playing outside, watching television, and making art. 
Sometimes talking about Jesus can be hard to do. 
It is hard for the Dove boys too, but they look for 
opportunities to share the gospel. Who can you share 
the gospel with?

Musical chairs
Play musical chairs by setting out one less chair than there 
are children. Play music as the children walk around the 
chairs. When the music stops, the children will sit in a chair 
that is closest to them. The child who is left standing will 
ask the group the big picture question and the rest of the 
children will respond with the answer. Play again.
SAY • Does God keep His promises? Yes, God is always 

faithful. God planned to work through Esther to 
keep His promise to send Jesus. 

• “Dove Boys Share 
Norway” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• chairs
• “Great, Great, Great” 

song (optional)
• “God Keeps His 

Promises’ song 
(optional)
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