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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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God the Provider

UNIT 18
SESSION 1 

ESTHER BECAME QUEEN

BIBLE PASSAGE: Esther 1–4
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22
MAIN POINT: God keeps His promises.

The Bible Story

Esther 1–4

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Esther lived in Persia with her cousin Mordecai, who took care of her like 
his daughter. Esther was very beautiful, and the king chose her to be his 
queen. One day, Mordecai found out someone wanted to hurt God’s people. 
Mordecai knew he must tell Esther about this. Mordecai sent a message 
to Esther, “You must save our people. Ask the king for help.” Esther was 
afraid, but she said, “Tell the Jews to not eat or drink for three days.” Esther 
wanted God’s people to pray that God would help her. Esther trusted that 
God would hear her when she prayed. 

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *God made Esther queen.
 *Esther asked God’s people to pray for three days.
 *God hears us when we pray.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible 
to Esther 1–4. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Esther asked God’s people to pray for three days. GOD KEEPS 

HIS PROMISES. God hears us when we pray. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”:
“ God keeps all His promises; we can trust all that God says! 
God hears His people when they pray; He will save us in His way! 
God keeps all His promises; we can trust all that God says!” 

SAY: God’s people needed help. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES to help 
us when we pray. God made Esther queen to help her people.

PLAY PEEKABOO
Place a baby on your lap or in a jumper. Cover your face and ask: 
“Whom does God love?” Uncover your face and say: “Peekaboo! 
God loves [baby’s name]!”
SAY: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES to love us. Esther asked God’s 
people to pray for three days. Esther trusted God.

READ BOOKS ABOUT GOD’S HELP
Provide storybooks or a Bible storybook. Read stories about how 
God helped His people, and then read the key passage card. Remind 
toddlers that God promised to take care of His people.
SAY: Esther trusted that GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. Esther asked 
God’s people to pray for three days. God hears us when we pray.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Esther 1–4. Show the Bible story picture as you tell 
the Bible story. Say the Main Point, and then pray for the toddlers.

DECORATE A CROWN
Draw a simple outline of a crown on a piece of paper for each 
toddler. Provide stickers for toddlers to decorate their crowns. Talk 
about how Esther wore a crown as the queen. Write the Main Point 
on each child’s paper.
SAY: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. God made Esther queen to help 
His people.

DRESS UP LIKE A KING OR QUEEN
Provide plastic crowns, tiaras, plastic jewelry, and other “royal” 
clothes for toddlers to dress up. Talk about the robes Esther wore.
SAY: God made Esther queen. Esther asked God’s people to pray for 
three days. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES to protect us.

CLAP AND COUNT
Invite toddlers to sit in a circle with you. Clap a simple one-two-
three pattern as you call out the numbers. Invite toddlers to clap 
and say the numbers after you.
SAY: Esther asked God’s people to pray for three days. One, two, 
three: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.

LOOK AT FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
Place real fruits and vegetables in sealed containers for toddlers to 
explore. Ask if toddlers like to eat those fruits and vegetables. 
SAY: God’s people did not eat or drink while they prayed. God 
hears us when we pray. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

ESTHER BECAME QUEEN
BIBLE PASSAGE: Esther 1–4
KEY PASSAGE: Lamentations 3:22
MAIN POINT: God keeps His promises.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PRAYER ART
Use a marker to write I can pray for … across the top of 
construction paper for each toddler. Divide the paper into squares 
and write Family and friends, Church leaders, People who need help, 
and Myself in each square. Invite toddlers to draw in each square. 
SAY: Esther asked God’s people to pray for three days. She knew 
GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. We can pray like Esther because God 
hears us when we pray.

PLAY OUT HELPER ROLES
Provide dress-up items of different professions (a firefighter’s hat, 
a hard hat, a chef ’s cap, a toy stethoscope, and so forth). Invite 
toddlers to play out different jobs as you talk about how those 
people care for us.
SAY: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES to take care of us. God had a plan 
for Esther. God made Esther queen to help His people.

CHOOSE A TOY
Provide two favorite toys or games. Invite toddlers to choose which 
toy they want to play with. Play with that toy together.
SAY: God made Esther queen. Esther had to choose to obey God or 
not. Esther trusted that GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce the Bible story, 
Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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