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UNIT 17
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Do you think it was just by chance that Caesar Augustus 
called for a census? Did it just so happen that Mary and 
Joseph were traveling to Bethlehem—the very place the 
Messiah was prophesied to be born? (Micah 5:2) God is in 
control of all things, which He showed by using a pagan 
emperor to bring about His plan.

After Jesus was born, Mary laid Him in a manger. A king in 
a manger! It was so unlikely. But Jesus was no ordinary baby. 
He was God’s Son, sent in the most humble of positions, 
“not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life—a 
ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28).

Use Week of:

Jesus Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 84

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 86

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 88
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Imagine the shepherds’ surprise when an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared. The Bible says that they were terrified! 
But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I 
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was 
born for you in the city of David” (Luke 2:10-11).

What a relief! This angel had come to bring good news. 
First, he proclaimed a Savior. The people of Israel were well 
aware of their need for a Savior. They made sacrifices daily 
to atone for their sin. Finally, a Savior had come who would 
be the perfect sacrifice for sin, once and for all.

This is the best news ever! An army of angels appeared, 
praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors” 
(Luke 2:14).

When you share this story with preschoolers, remind them 
that Jesus came because we needed him. The purpose of 
Jesus’ birth was twofold: to bring glory to God and to make 
peace between God and those who trust in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection.
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Jesus Was Born
Luke 2:1-20

When Mary was pregnant with Baby Jesus, a man 
named Caesar Augustus sent out an order to all the people 
in the land: “Everyone must return to his hometown to be 
counted!” Caesar Augustus was the emperor of Rome, and 
he wanted a list of all the people who were living in the 
land.

Since Joseph was part of King David’s family, he and 
Mary left Nazareth and traveled to Bethlehem, the city of 
David.

While they were there, Mary was ready to have her baby. 
Mary and Joseph looked for a safe place to stay, but every 
place was full because of all the people who were in town 
to be counted. So Mary and Joseph found a place where 
animals were kept, and that is where Mary had her baby, 
Jesus. She wrapped Him in cloth so He would be snug 
and warm, and she laid Him in a manger.

Nearby, some shepherds were staying out in the fields 
and watching their sheep to protect them from thieves and 
wild animals. All of a sudden, an angel of the Lord stood 
before them. A bright light shone around the shepherds, 
and they were scared!

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I have 
good news for you: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the 
Lord, was born for you in the city of David.” Then the 
angel said, “Go find the baby. He will be wrapped in 
cloth and lying in a manger.”

All of a sudden, many angels appeared. They praised 
God and said, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
peace on earth to people He favors!”

The BIBLE STORY
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So the shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to find 
Baby Jesus. They found Him, and they told others about 
Him. Everyone who heard about Jesus was surprised 
and amazed. Mary thought about everything that was 
happening and tried to understand it. The shepherds 
returned to their fields, and they praised God because 
everything had happened just as the angel had said.

Christ Connection: Jesus was born! This was very good 
news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God 
sent Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to 
save people from their sins and to be their King.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that 

Jesus was not like 
other babies. Jesus 

is God the Son. 
Angels, shepherds, 

and wise men 
worshiped Jesus. He 
is worthy of worship! 

(Ps. 95:6) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.

83Christmas

© 2016 LifeWay



Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to count the people in the picture and 
then circle Mary and Joseph.
SAY • When Mary was pregnant with Baby Jesus, a man 

named Caesar Augustus sent out an order that 
everyone had to return to his hometown to be 
counted. Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem. 
They looked for a place to stay, but every place was 
full because of all the people who were in town to be 
counted. Joseph and Mary stayed in a place where 
animals were kept.

Herd sheep 
Before the session, hide cotton balls around the room. 
Designate a place to be the “sheep pen.” Explain to 

• “Christ the Lord of All” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “How Many?” activity 
page, 1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• cotton balls

LOW PREP
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preschoolers that they will pretend to be shepherds and 
must find all the cotton ball sheep and put them back in the 
pen. When all preschoolers have placed all the sheep in the 
pen, hide the cotton balls and play again.
SAY • Shepherds watch their sheep to protect them from 

thieves and wild animals. In today’s Bible story, some 
shepherds were watching their sheep in the fields 
and, all of a sudden, an angel of the Lord stood 
before them! The angel had a message for them. 
Listen to today’s Bible story to find out what the 
message was.

Play “Pass the present” 
Before the session, place the Baby Jesus figure in a box and 
wrap it with at least five layers of wrapping paper. Invite 
preschoolers to sit in a circle. Play music as preschoolers 
pass the gift. Stop the music. Whoever is holding the gift 
must unwrap one layer of wrapping. Continue playing until 
all the wrapping is gone. Lead a preschooler to open the gift 
to reveal Baby Jesus. 
SAY • In today’s Bible story, we are going to hear about the 

greatest gift that has ever been given—Jesus! God 
sent His very own Son to earth from heaven. Jesus is 
God’s gift to all people. Jesus came into the world to 
save people from their sin and to be their King.

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. Say 
“Merry Christmas!” to preschoolers as they move to Bible 
study.

• Baby Jesus figure from 
a nativity 

• box
• wrapping paper
• scissors 
• tape
• “Christ the Lord of All” 

song (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
SAY • What is your favorite thing about Christmas? [Allow 

for responses.] My favorite thing about Christmas is 
hearing the story of how God sent Jesus to earth. 
God’s people had been waiting a long time, and the 
Messiah was finally here!

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Luke 2 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is an important book. The Bible is the only 

book with God’s words in it. Everything that the Bible 
says is true. Today’s Bible story comes from Luke.

Show the Bible story video “Jesus Was Born,” or tell the 
Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God’s people had been waiting for the Messiah to 

come and now He was here! Jesus was born as God 
promised. Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is 
God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth from heaven. 

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Jesus Was Born” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.
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Jesus came into the world to save people from their 
sins and to be their King.   

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Why did Mary and Joseph have to stay in a place 
where animals were kept? (Every place was full.)

2. How did the shepherds feel when the angel of the 
Lord stood before them? (scared) 

3. Who did the angel tell the shepherds to go find? 
(Baby Jesus, the Messiah) 

4. What did the many angels say as they praised God? 
(Glory to God in the highest!) 

5. What did the shepherds do after they found Baby 
Jesus? (They told others about Him.)  

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Why was Jesus born? Do you know? Jesus was 

born to rescue us. We need to be rescued from sin. 
Sin messed up the wonderful world God made, 
including us. We are sinners, but Jesus came to take 
the punishment for sin so we could be saved.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Matthew 1:21. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“His Name Will Be Jesus.”
SAY • Our key passage tells us that Jesus came to save 

people from their sins. That is why the angel said, “A 
Savior was born for you.” We have a Savior King! 

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “His Name Will Be 

Jesus” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us.

List wants and needs
Draw a line on a large sheet of paper to form two columns. 
Label one column wants and the other column needs. 
Explain that a want is something you would like to have, 
but a need is something you have to have. 

Name an item and help preschoolers decide if the item 
is a want or a need. List the item in the appropriate column. 
Suggested items include water, scooter, food, television, 
air, baby doll, clothes, movie, family, and so forth. Invite 
preschoolers to suggest items to add to the list.

Name Jesus last. Ask preschoolers if Jesus is a want or a 
need. Write Jesus in the needs column.
SAY • We need Jesus. Jesus came to earth because we need a 

Savior to rescue us from sin. Jesus was born as God 
promised. God promised to send His Son, Jesus, to 
earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to save 
people from their sin and to be their King.

Play with a nativity
Invite preschoolers to play with plastic nativity sets. Review 
the Bible story as preschoolers play. Talk about each figure 
in the nativity.

• large sheet of paper
• marker
• dry erase board 

(optional) 
• dry erase marker 

(optional)
• magazine cutouts for 

younger preschoolers 
(optional)

LOW PREP

• plastic nativity sets
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SAY • God planned all along for Jesus to come to earth as 
a baby. Jesus was born as God promised. Jesus was 
not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God sent 
Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world 
to save people from their sin and to be their King.

Practice counting 
Set out plastic people figures. Invite preschoolers to sort 
and count the people. Challenge preschoolers to count the 
number of children in the room.
SAY • Mary and Joseph traveled to Joseph’s hometown of 

Bethlehem to be counted. The emperor wanted a list 
of all the people who were living in the land. Many 
years before, God said the Messiah would be born in 
Bethlehem. Jesus was born as God promised. Jesus 
came into the world to save people from their sins 
and to be their King.

Make photo ornaments 
Before the session, gather a photo of each child. You may 
take pictures the week before and print them out during 
the week. You may ask parents to supply a picture. You may 
take pictures as preschoolers come in the door and then 
print them with a color printer at church. Be sure to follow 
your church’s policy on taking pictures of children.

Use hot glue to make a frame out of four craft sticks 
before the session. Help a preschooler use glue or tape to 
adhere her photo to the craft stick frame. On each child’s 
frame, use a permanent marker to write Jesus was born to 
rescue [child’s name]. Invite preschoolers to decorate their 
frames with pom-poms.
SAY • Do you remember the answer to our big picture 

• plastic people  figures

• photo of each child 
• craft sticks 
• hot glue gun (adult 

use only)
• hot glue 
• permanent marker
• glue 
• tape
• pom-poms 
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question? Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born 
to rescue us. Us means you and me. God sent His 
very own Son to earth from heaven to rescue you! 
He loves you so much! God showed the world how 
wonderful He is when He sent Jesus to save His 
people from their sins and to be their King. Jesus 
was born as God promised.

Make Christmas puzzles
Gather Christmas cards depicting elements of the Christmas 
story. Cut apart the cards so only the picture remains. 

Provide a picture for each preschooler. Invite 
preschoolers to cut their picture into four to six pieces to 
create a puzzle. Lead preschoolers to work each other’s 
puzzles. Review the Bible story as preschoolers work. 
Store each puzzle in a ziplock bag to send home with 
preschoolers. 
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. This was very 

good news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is 
God’s Son. God sent Jesus to earth from heaven. 
Jesus came into the world to save people from their 
sins and to be their King. 

• Christmas cards 
depicting the 
Christmas story

• blunt-tipped scissors 
• ziplock bags
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve birthday cake or cupcakes for snack to celebrate 
Jesus’ birthday. Remind preschoolers that Jesus’ birth was 
very good news! Jesus became human like us, but He is 
different than us because He is God’s Son. God sent Jesus to 
earth as a human so He could rescue people from their sins. 
Only God’s perfect Son could do that!

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of Jesus in a manger. Ask preschoolers to think 
about what it must have been like for Jesus, who has 
all power, to leave heaven to come to earth and become 
something so tiny and weak as a baby. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, we cannot fully understand what a great thing 

You did when You sent Jesus to earth. How could 
Your Son be a human being like us? We do not 
understand, but we thank You for sending Jesus to be 
our Savior and rescue us from sin. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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