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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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Christmas

UNIT 17
SESSION 1 

ANTICIPATING THE COMING 
KING

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 11:1-10
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born.

The Bible Story

Isaiah 11:1-10

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Long before God sent Jesus to earth to be born as a baby, God had promised 
King David that one of David’s family members would be King forever. 
Many years after David died, God gave the prophet Isaiah a message about 
this special King. Isaiah said, “God’s Spirit will be with the King. He will do 
what is right, and He will lead people to obey God’s words.” Isaiah also said 
that the special King would bring peace on earth. Isaiah said, “Children will 
play with wild animals. No one will hurt one another because everyone will 
love God. Nations will follow the special King.” Isaiah was talking about 
King Jesus.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *God said someone in David’s family would be King forever.
 *God gave Isaiah a message about the special King.
 * Jesus is our special King.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Isaiah 11:1-10. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God gave Isaiah a message about the special King. Jesus is our 
special King! JESUS WAS BORN to be our King forever. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”:
“ Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere! 
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!”

SAY: God said someone in David’s family would be King forever. 
JESUS WAS BORN. Jesus is our special King.

READ CHRISTMAS BOOKS
Provide books about the Christmas story (non-fantasy themes) 
to read to babies. Open your Bible to Isaiah and show the babies 
Isaiah’s words about Jesus.
SAY: God gave Isaiah a message about the special King, Jesus! 
Christmas is when we celebrate that JESUS WAS BORN. 

EXPLORE A TOUCH AND FEEL BAG
Place plastic jewels, glitter, and crown stickers in a ziplock bag. 
Squirt clear shower gel in the bag and seal it with duct tape. Invite 
babies to squeeze and explore the bags.
SAY: Kings in Bible times wore jewels and shiny crowns. God gave 
Isaiah a message about the special King. Jesus is our special King! At 
Christmas, we celebrate that JESUS WAS BORN.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Isaiah 11:1-10. Show the Bible story picture as you 
tell the Bible story. Say the Main Point. Pray for the toddlers.

MAKE A CROWN
Use strips of yellow construction paper to make a crown for each 
toddler. Provide stickers or paint daubers for toddlers to put “jewels” 
on their crowns. Tape the crowns to fit the toddlers.
SAY: God gave Isaiah a message about the special King. JESUS WAS 

BORN; Jesus is our special King!

WAVE STREAMERS
Provide streamers or colorful scarves for toddlers to wave as they 
celebrate that JESUS WAS BORN. Play music for toddlers to move 
and dance.
SAY: God gave Isaiah a message about the special King. JESUS WAS 

BORN to be our special King!

THREAD PICTURES
Print and cut out the “David’s Family Cards.” Use a hole punch 
to make a hole big enough for toddlers to thread the pictures on 
shoelaces. Talk about the members of David’s family.
SAY: God said that someone in David’s family would be King 
forever. God kept His promise when JESUS WAS BORN!

WILD OR TAME?
Provide toy figures of wild and domestic animals for toddlers to 
sort. Talk about how God said the special King would bring peace.
SAY: JESUS WAS BORN to be King forever. Jesus is our special King!
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Bonus Teaching Hour

ANTICIPATING THE COMING KING
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 11:1-10
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: DECORATE A LETTER
Draw an outline of the letter J on a piece of paper for each toddler. 
Invite toddlers to tear scraps of colorful tissue paper to glue within 
the J. Tell toddlers that the name JESUS begins with a J. Read the 
key passage card.
SAY: God said that someone in David’s family would be King 
forever. God gave Isaiah a message about the special King. JESUS 

WAS BORN. Jesus is God’s Son!

PRETEND TO BE A FAMILY
Provide dress-up clothes, toy dishes and food, vinyl baby dolls, and 
homeliving furniture for toddlers to play out family scenes. Remind 
children that God gives us families.
SAY: God said that someone in David’s family would be King 
forever. JESUS WAS BORN in David’s family. Jesus is our special 
King.

WORK CHRISTMAS PUZZLES
Invite toddlers to work Christmas-themed puzzles (non-fantasy 
themes). Print and cut the Bible story picture into three large strips 
to make a puzzle.
SAY: At Christmas, we celebrate that JESUS WAS BORN!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce the Bible story, 
Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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