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Some time after the temple’s foundation was laid, the 
work stopped. With the encouragement of the prophets 
Haggai and Zechariah, God’s people resumed the work of 
rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem. Approximately 15 years 
had passed without progress.

At this time, Darius was king of Persia. The Persian Empire 
was vast, so Darius appointed governors over the provinces. 
A man named Tattenai watched over the province that 

The Temple Was Completed

BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 4:1-7; 5:1-5; 6:1-22
MAIN POINT: God helped His people rebuild the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

5

included the land of Judah.

Tattenai noticed the work of God’s people, and he was 
concerned. He sent a letter to King Darius. “Is this 
allowed?” he asked. “The people say that King Cyrus said 
they could rebuild the temple and the city. Please investigate 
this matter.”

King Darius did investigate, and Cyrus’s decree was located 
in the Babylonian records. Darius instructed Tattenai to 
allow the people to rebuild the temple and the city.

Point out to preschoolers that God had turned the heart of 
the king for His people’s favor. (See Prov. 21:1; Ezra 6:22.) 
The people completed the temple. They dedicated it 
joyfully and observed the Passover.

God declared in Haggai 2:9 that the glory of this second 
temple would be greater than the first. This prophecy was 
fulfilled by the presence of the Messiah, the Son of God. 
Jesus said that He is greater than the temple. (Matt. 12:6)

In Christ, we find the substance of which the temple was a 
shadow. The Lord was not confined to a building, yet deity 
lives fully in Christ. (See Col. 2:9.) Jesus is our High Priest. 
He entered the most holy place for us. (Heb. 6:19-20) The 
priest offered the blood of animals, but Christ offered His 
own blood once and for all. (Heb. 9:25-26) He gives us 
access to the throne of grace. (Heb. 10:19-22)
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The Temple Was Completed
Ezra 4:1-7; 5:1-5; 6:1-22

God’s people were rebuilding the temple. They built 
the bottom of the temple. But their enemies did not want 
them to rebuild the temple, so God’s people stopped 
building.

But God wanted His people to finish the temple. God 
sent two messengers—Haggai and Zechariah—to talk to 
the people. Haggai and Zechariah said, “Keep building. 
God is with you.” So God’s people started to work on the 
temple again.

The land where God’s people lived was ruled by the 
king of Persia. The king’s name was Darius (duh RIGH 
uhs). Darius had put a helper in charge of the land where 
God’s people lived.

The king’s helper saw God’s people working. He 
asked their leader Zerubbabel, “Do you have permission 
to rebuild this temple?”

“Yes,” said Zerubbabel. The helper sent a letter to 
King Darius to find out if Zerubbabel was telling the 
truth. While he waited for the king’s answer, God’s people 
kept building.

The helper’s letter to the king said this: “Dear King 
Darius, I wanted to tell you that the people here are 
working hard to build the temple to their God. I asked if 
they had permission to build, and they said King Cyrus said 
they could build. Please find out if this is true.”

King Cyrus had been king before Darius. When a 
king made an important decision, someone wrote it 
down on a scroll. So Darius looked for the old scroll. 
His servants found it! The scroll said, “Let God’s people 

The BIBLE STORY
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rebuild the temple.” God’s people had told the truth!
King Cyrus had also said, “Help God’s people pay for 

the temple. Give them money from the royal bank to buy 
supplies.”

So King Darius wrote a letter to his helper. He said, 
“Stay away from the workers at the temple. Don’t bother 
them, and don’t try to stop them. Give them anything 
they need. Anyone who tries to stop them from building 
the temple will be punished.”

The king’s helper obeyed King Darius’s order. God’s 
people kept building, and soon the temple was finished! 
What a happy time! The people celebrated and thanked 
God.

Then God’s people celebrated the Passover. God’s people 
were so happy. God’s temple was finished!

Christ Connection: God’s people rebuilt the temple so they 
would have a place to worship God. Years later, God sent His 
Son, Jesus, to be with His people on earth. People don’t need 
to go to a temple anymore to meet with God. Jesus is with us 
wherever we go.

49God the Sustainer

© 2016 LifeWay



Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “It Is Well.” 
Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the preschoolers 
have arrived, sing an action song such as “Just Like Jesus” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Ask preschoolers if they’ve ever seen construction vehicles 
building a house or a business. Talk about how every 
building starts with a foundation.
SAY • Last week, we learned how God’s people laid the 

foundation of God’s temple. Today we’re going to 
learn what happened when God helped His people 
build the rest of the temple!

Open your Bible to the Book of Ezra. Tell the Bible story 
in your own words, using the script provided, or show 
the video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Daniel 2:20. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible to 
the key passage.

• “It Is Well” song 
• “Just Like Jesus” 

song

• Bible
• “The Temple Was 

Completed” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “Forever and Ever” 

song

SESSION TITLE: The Temple Was Completed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 4:1-7; 5:1-5; 6:1-22
MAIN POINT: God helped His people rebuild the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.
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SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God is a loving 
God, a good God, and a God who sent His Son to 
save His people. We can show God that we love Him 
by praising Him. He is worthy of all praise forever 
and ever!

Sing the key passage song “Forever and Ever” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • This is the last week for our big picture question. 

Let’s say it all together: How can we obey God? 
[Allow for responses.] We trust God to help us obey 
Him. In today’s Bible story we learned that God 
helped His people rebuild the temple by protecting 
them as they obeyed Him.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God helped His people rebuild the temple. God’s 

people rebuilt the temple so they would have a place 
to worship God. Years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, 
to be with His people on earth. People don’t need to 
go to a temple anymore to meet with God. Jesus is 
with us wherever we go.

Sing “It Is Well” and “I Will Be Glad” as preschoolers move 
with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “Thank You 
for Everything.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for helping Your people rebuild the 

temple. Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, so 
when we trust in Him, we can be with You forever! 
Amen. 

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “It Is Well” song
• “I Will Be Glad” song
• “Thank You for 

Everything” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: The Temple Was Completed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 4:1-7; 5:1-5; 6:1-22
MAIN POINT: God helped His people rebuild the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Build with a partner
Form pairs. Provide each pair of preschoolers building 
supplies to build part of the temple. As children work, talk 
about how God’s people worked together to build each part 
of the temple. 
SAY • God helped His people rebuild the temple so they 

would have a place to worship God. Years later, God 
sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people on earth. 
People don’t need to go to a temple anymore to meet 
with God. Jesus is with us wherever we go.

Practice the big picture question/answer
Instruct preschoolers to say the big picture question with 
you, squatting down to touch the ground as you say it. 
When you say the big picture answer, invite children to 
jump into the air with hands overhead. 
SAY • How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him. How did God’s people in the Bible story 
obey God? They trusted God to protect them from 
their enemies and provide the supplies they needed 
to build the temple. God helped His people rebuild 
the temple.

• blocks, interlocking 
bricks, or logs

Tip: Outline the 
building area with 
masking tape.

LOW PREP

LOW PREP
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Pass the scroll
Before the session, write the main point on paper and roll 
it like a scroll. Form a circle. Play music while preschoolers 
pass the scroll around the circle. Stop the music. The child 
holding the scroll will read it. (Help as needed.) Roll up the 
scroll, restart the music, and play again as time allows.
SAY • God helped His people rebuild the temple. One 

way He did that was by letting King Darius find the 
scroll that King Cyrus had written. King Darius told 
the governor not to stop God’s people. 

Make shapes
Use 4 1/2–inch lines to draw simple shapes on different 
sheets of construction paper. Invite preschoolers to lay craft 
sticks on the lines to build shapes. 
SAY • God helped His people rebuild the temple. The 

temple was where God’s people worshiped Him. We 
do not have to go to a temple anymore to meet with 
God. God sent Jesus to be with His people. Now, 
Jesus is with us wherever we go. 

Stop and go actions
Invite preschoolers to stand up and spread out. When you 
say “go,” children must do jumping jacks, run in place, hop 
like a bunny, and so forth. When you say “stop,” children 
must freeze. Play several rounds.
SAY • God’s people obeyed God and rebuilt the temple after 

stopping at first. God helped His people rebuild 
the temple; this time they did not stop!

Transition to large group closing

• “It Is Well” song 
(optional)

• “Forever and Ever” 
song (optional)

• paper
• marker

• construction paper
• marker
• craft sticks

LOW PREP

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Why had God’s people stopped building the 
temple? (Their enemies told them to stop.)

2. Did God want His people to stop building the 
temple? (No, God wanted them to finish the temple so 
He sent messengers to tell them to keep building.)

3. Why did King Darius allow God’s people to build 
the temple? (He found where King Cyrus told God’s 
people they could build it.)

4. How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 
obey Him.

SAY • God helped His people rebuild the temple so they 
would have a place to worship Him. Years later, God 
sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people on earth. 
People don’t need to go to a temple anymore to meet 
with God. Jesus is with us wherever we go.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 
SAY • God, You protected Your people and helped them 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Forever and Ever” 

song
• “It Is Well” song

SESSION TITLE: The Temple Was Completed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 4:1-7; 5:1-5; 6:1-22
MAIN POINT: God helped His people rebuild the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.

Large Group CLOSING
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rebuild the temple. Help us to love You and obey You 
even when it is hard. Thank You that Jesus is with us 
wherever we go. Amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how God helps His people when they need Him. 
You may also show “The Power of Silence” video.
SAY • Ninety-year-old Lillian Beard traveled all the way to 

the Czech Republic to share the gospel with people 
who are deaf. Lillian used sign language to tell them 
about Jesus. God used Lillian’s words to show His 
love to a woman named Anna. Anna believed the 
truth about Jesus and followed Him. Now God has 
used Anna to share His truth with many others. 
Whether you are old or young does not matter, God 
can use you to share His love with others! Whom do 
you think God wants you to tell about Him? 

Key passage hopscotch
Write words from the key passage on separate sheets of 
paper. Tape words on the ground in a hopscotch pattern so 
that the sentence reads in the correct order from the first 
step to the last. Invite the children to hop on each word and 
say the word with you as they hop. 
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God is worthy of 

praise forever and ever! He is a good God who loves 
and helps His people. Today we learned that God 
helped His people rebuild the temple.

• “The Power of 
Silence” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• paper
• marker
• tape
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