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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 16 • Session 5
God the Sustainer

UNIT 16
SESSION 5 

THE TEMPLE WAS 
COMPLETED

BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 4:1-7; 5:1-5; 6:1-22
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
MAIN POINT: God helps us obey Him.

The Bible Story

Ezra 4:1-7; 5:1-5; 6:1-22

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
God’s people were building the temple for God. But the people who lived 
around God’s people did not want them to rebuild. The governor of Judah 
asked King Darius about the building. The governor said, “The Jews say 
King Cyrus said they could build the temple. Please check to see if that 
is true.” King Darius wrote back, “King Cyrus said they could build the 
temple. Stay away from them and do not stop them. Give them whatever 
they need.” God’s people finished building the temple, and then they 
celebrated a special feast. God’s people were so happy that God kept His 
promise to help them rebuild the temple. When we trust in Jesus, we can 
worship God anywhere.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *God helped His people rebuild the temple.
 *The king wrote a letter to help God’s people.
 *Because of Jesus, we can worship God anywhere.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Ezra 4–6. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems 
in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God helped His people rebuild the temple. Because of Jesus, 
we can worship God anywhere. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”:
“ God helped His people build the temple strong. [Repeat once.] 
Now that they were home, God would not leave them alone! 
God helped His people build the temple strong!”

SAY: God helped His people rebuild the temple. GOD HELPS US 

OBEY HIM.

MAKE HAPPY FACES
Place a baby in a bouncer or highchair. Hold up a blanket to cover 
your face. Drop the blanket and make a happy face as you say the 
baby’s name. Repeat many times. See if the baby will smile too.
SAY: God helped His people rebuild the temple. The king wrote a 
letter to help God’s people. The people were so happy! GOD HELPS 

US OBEY HIM.

SHAKE BOTTLES
Place small building materials (nails, nuts and bolts, screws) into 
clean plastic bottles and seal the caps with duct tape. Invite babies 
to shake the bottles to make sounds.
SAY: God helped His people rebuild the temple. They may have 
used tools like these! GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Ezra 4–6. 
Show the Bible story picture as you tell the story. Say the Main 
Point. Pray for the toddlers.

DECORATE A “TRUMPET”
Provide clean paper towel tubes for toddlers to decorate with 
stickers. Invite toddlers to play their trumpets along with music.
SAY: God helped His people rebuild the temple. Because of Jesus, 
we can worship God anywhere. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

MAIL LETTERS
Collect junk mail the week before class. Cut a slot in a shoe box. 
Invite toddlers to push mail through the slot. Talk about people 
mailing letters to others.
SAY: The king wrote a letter to help God’s people. God helped His 
people rebuild the temple. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

USE TOY TOOLS
Provide plastic hammers and invite toddlers to “repair” the furniture 
or toys in the classroom. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: God helped His people rebuild the temple. The people may 
have used tools like these. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

EXAMINE BUILDING MATERIALS
Provide wooden blocks, building logs, sandpaper, measuring tape, 
and other toddler-friendly building items to examine and touch.
SAY: God helped His people rebuild the temple. They used lots of 
wood, bricks, gold, and tools to build it. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE TEMPLE WAS COMPLETED
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 4:1-7; 5:1-5; 6:1-22
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
MAIN POINT: God helps us obey Him.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: WRITE WITH CHALK
Roll out a large sheet of black or dark paper on the floor. Secure the 
paper with tape. Provide sidewalk chalk for toddlers to “write” on 
the paper. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: Someone wanted to stop the Israelites from building the 
temple, but the king wrote a letter to help God’s people. GOD 

HELPS US OBEY HIM.

BUILD A TEMPLE
Provide materials, such as cereal boxes, pillows, PVC pipes, fabric 
pieces, and pool noodles, for toddlers to build a temple. 
SAY: God helped His people rebuild the temple, and He gave them 
instructions to build it just right. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. 

PLAY “CHILDREN, MAY I?”
Play a version of “Mother, May I?” with a twist. Ask the toddlers for 
permission to perform silly actions. If they say “yes,” you may do 
them. If they say “no,” ask for a different silly task.
SAY: The king wrote a letter to help God’s people. He gave them 
permission to keep building! GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. Because of 
Jesus, we can worship God anywhere!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce the Bible story, 
Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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