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Leader BIBLE STUDY

God’s people had been living in Babylon for 70 years. Some 
of God’s people had died in Babylon. Some of their children 
and grandchildren were born in Babylon and grew up there. 
But Babylon was not their home.

Before the people of Judah were exiled, God had spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah. These are the words of the 
Lord: “These nations will serve the king of Babylon for 70 
years” (Jer. 25:11). Then the Lord said, “When 70 years for 
Babylon are complete, I will attend to you and will confirm 

God Brought His People Home

BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 1:1–2:2; 2:64–3:13
MAIN POINT: God brought the Israelites back home.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

4

My promise concerning you to restore you to this place” 
(Jer. 29:10). The time had come for God’s people to go 
back home.

Cyrus, the king of the Persian empire, overthrew Babylon. 
Cyrus took over the kingdom, including the lands of Israel 
and Judah. In the following year, the Lord did something 
miraculous in Cyrus’s heart. He prompted Cyrus to issue 
a decree: All the Jewish exiles are free to return to their 
ancestral homes.

The exile was over! God’s people were free to return to 
their own land. They were free to live as God’s special 
people. The first group of Judean exiles returned home 
under the leadership of Zerubbabel (zuh RUHB uh buhl). 
Zerubbabel was the grandson of King Jehoiachin, who 
had been taken to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar. (See 
2 Kings 24:8-13.)

Ezra 2:64-65 says nearly 50,000 people traveled back to 
Judah. When they got to Jerusalem, they began working to 
rebuild the temple that the Chaldeans had destroyed. (See 
2 Chron. 36:19.)

Explain to preschoolers that the temple was the place where 
God met with His people. Jesus came to earth to rescue 
God’s people from sin. When Jesus returns, He will restore 
the earth and will dwell with His people forever.
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God Brought His People Home
Ezra 1:1–2:2; 2:64–3:13

God’s people were in Babylon, far away from their 
homes and land. But God had made a promise. Through 
Jeremiah the prophet, God said that the people would 
have to stay in Babylon for 70 years, but then He would 
bring His people back home. God always keeps His 
promises.

Time went by. The children of God’s people grew up. 
They had families and children of their own. Then their 
children grew up and had families and children too. When 
70 years had passed, God kept His promise.

King Cyrus was the king of Babylon. God gave Cyrus 
the idea to make a new rule. Everyone had to obey it. Cyrus 
said, “Let God’s people go back to their land. Let them 
rebuild God’s temple in Jerusalem.”

This was good news! Before, God’s people had to stay 
in Babylon like prisoners. Now they were free! They could 
finally go home. So the people got ready to go. King Cyrus 
and the other people living in Babylon gave them gifts like 
gold, silver, and animals.

God’s people started walking. A man named 
Zerubbabel (zuh RUHB uh buhl) led them. They walked 
and walked and walked. Some of the people had never 
seen Jerusalem because they had been born in Babylon. 
When they got to Judah, each family set up its house. 
Then the people met together in Jerusalem to start 
rebuilding God’s temple.

God had special laws for how to build the temple, 
and God’s people were careful to obey them. The priests 
made the altar in the same place the old altar had been. 

The BIBLE STORY
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Then they made offerings and sacrifices to God.
The people started building. First, they needed money 

to buy supplies. God’s people gave money to the men in 
charge of building the temple. They paid people to bring 
big logs to Jerusalem. The workers made the foundation, 
or the bottom, of the temple. The foundation was very 
important. A strong foundation makes a building strong.

The people were so happy that the foundation was 
done! The priests put on special clothes. The people 
shouted and sang songs to God. “God is good! He is 
loving and always will be!” they said. What a happy day 
for God’s people.

Not everyone was happy though. Some of the older 
people remembered what the first temple had looked 
like long ago, before it had been knocked down. The 
people were sad, and they cried loudly. The sounds of 
people shouting and crying was so loud that it could be 
heard far away.

Christ Connection: God sent His people home to fix the 
temple. God sent Jesus to earth to save His people. One day, 
Jesus will come back. He will fix up a greater home for all of 
God’s people, and we will live with Him forever.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “It Is Well.” 
Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the preschoolers 
have arrived, sing an action song such as “Just Like Jesus” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to tell you what they love most about 
their home, such as their favorite room or feature.
SAY • God’s people had lived far away from their land for 

70 years, but God was going to keep His promise 
to lead His people back home in today’s Bible story. 
Let’s listen.

Open your Bible to the Book of Ezra. Tell the Bible story 
in your own words, using the script provided, or show 
the video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Daniel 2:20. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible to 
the key passage.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God is worthy of 

• “It Is Well” song 
• “Just Like Jesus” 

song

• Bible
• “God Brought His 

People Home” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “Forever and Ever” 

song

SESSION TITLE: God Brought His People Home
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 1:1–2:2; 2:64–3:13
MAIN POINT: God brought the Israelites back home.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.
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our praise forever. We learned from the Bible story 
that God always keeps His promises. What a great 
God to always keep His promises! That alone makes 
Him trustworthy—we can trust God with our lives. 

Sing the key passage song “Forever and Ever” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s say our big picture question: How can we obey 

God? [Allow for responses.] We trust God to help us 
obey Him. God wants us to obey Him, but He also 
knows that we have sinful hearts that make it hard 
for us to obey. When we trust in Jesus, He gives us 
the Holy Spirit to help us love and obey God!  

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God brought the Israelites back home. God sent 

His people home to fix the temple. God sent Jesus 
to earth to save His people. One day, Jesus will come 
back. He will fix up a greater home for all of God’s 
people, and we will live with Him forever.

Sing “It Is Well” and “Clap Your Hands” as preschoolers 
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “Thank 
You for Everything.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You so much for keeping Your promise to 

Your people by bringing them home. Thank You for 
sending Jesus to save Your people from sin. Thank 
You, Jesus, for preparing a new home for those who 
trust in You. Amen. 

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “It Is Well” song
• “Clap Your Hands” 

song
• “Thank You for 

Everything” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: God Brought His People Home
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 1:1–2:2; 2:64–3:13
MAIN POINT: God brought the Israelites back home.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Build house and a temple
Provide blocks and other building toys for the children to 
build houses and a temple. They may also use people figures 
to play out the Bible story.
SAY • God brought the Israelites back home. God sent 

His people back to Jerusalem. They built their houses 
and then started work on the temple. God sent Jesus 
to earth to save His people. One day, Jesus will come 
back. He will fix up a greater home for all of God’s 
people, and we will live with Him forever.

Follow instructions
Instruct children to work together to build God’s temple 
by specific instructions given one at a time. Example 
instructions could be to push 8 chairs together, drape cloth 
over the chairs, use clothespins to tie back the cloth to be 
the doorway, and so forth. Gently redirect children who 
deviate from the plan.
SAY • God gave His people detailed instructions for 

building the temple. God’s people were careful to 
obey because they wanted to build it just right. God 
brought the Israelites back home, and they built 
the temple for God. 

• blocks and other 
building toys

• people figures 
(optional)

LOW PREP

• chairs
• blanket
• clothespins
• other building 

materials
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March home
Invite preschoolers to line up behind you and march out 
of the room with shoulders slumped, frowning faces, and 
trudging feet. On the way back to the classroom, invite 
children to skip, smile, and cheer on the way back “home.”
SAY • God’s people were happy on the way home from 

Babylon because God had kept His promise! God 
brought the Israelites back home.  

Practice the key passage
Lead preschoolers to say the key passage. Say it again using  
different voices, such as a robot voice, silly voice, loud voice, 
or soft voice. You may also sing the key passage song. 
SAY • Great job saying the key passage! God is worthy of 

being praised because He always keeps His promises. 
When God brought the Israelites back home, His 
people praised Him by rebuilding His temple. 

Counting 70 years
Before class, gather drinking straws into bundles of 10. 
Make 7 bundles, totaling 70 drinking straws. Invite children 
to count a bundle of straws, then help them count by 10s to 
70. Remind children the Israelites lived in Babylon for 70 
years, a very long time!
SAY • God brought the Israelites back home after 70 

years. No matter how long we wait, God always 
keeps His promises! One day, Jesus will come back to 
earth. He will fix up a greater home for all of God’s 
people, and we will live with Him forever.

Transition to large group closing

Tip: If you are 
marching outside 
the classroom, 
leave a note telling 
parents where you 
will be and when 
you will return to 
the classroom.

• Key Passage Poster 
(optional)

• “Forever and Ever” 
song (optional)

• drinking straws
• rubber bands

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What did God promise His people? (God promised 
that He would bring them back home after 70 years 
in Babylon.)

2. Did God keep His promise? (Yes! God always keeps 
His promises.)

3. What did God’s people do once they reached 
Jerusalem? (They began to rebuild God’s temple.)

4. How did God’s people know how to build the 
temple? (God gave them special instructions and they 
obeyed God carefully.)

5. How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 
obey Him.

SAY • God sent His people home to fix the temple. God 
sent Jesus to earth to save His people. One day, Jesus 
will come back. He will fix up a greater home for all 
of God’s people, and we will live with Him forever.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Forever and Ever” 

song
• “It Is Well” song

SESSION TITLE: God Brought His People Home
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 1:1–2:2; 2:64–3:13
MAIN POINT: God brought the Israelites back home.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for always keeping Your promises. 
You are worthy of our love and worship. Please give 
us hearts to trust You. Thank You for Your Son, 
Jesus. Thank You for making a way to bring us back 
to You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how God always keeps His promises. You may 
also show the “Beat of a Church” video.
SAY • God saved Gleam Joel, and he wanted to tell others 

how Jesus changed his life. God had given him 
the ability to rap, and God planned to use Gleam 
Joel’s talent to share the gospel with young people. 
Gleam Joel started Gleam Living Church and soon 
many young people were hearing the truth about 
Jesus. Let’s pray for Gleam Joel and the people in 
Switzerland to believe the truth about Jesus.

Draw your house
Provide crayons and paper for preschoolers to draw their 
homes. Talk about their homes as children draw.
SAY • God’s people made it back home and immediately 

began to build themselves houses and then rebuild 
God’s temple. They needed homes just like we need a 
home for shelter and protection. One day, Jesus will 
come back to earth. He will fix up a greater home 
for all of God’s people, and we will live with Him 
forever. 

• “Beat of a Church” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables

• paper
• crayons
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