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Leader BIBLE STUDY

The fifth chapter of Daniel ends with the death of King 
Belshazzar when the Persians took over Babylon and Darius 
was put on the throne. Babylon was on the decline—no 
longer the powerful, prosperous empire it once was. By this 
time Daniel was an old man, probably in his early 80s. He 
served the new king as one of the three leading supervisors 
in the kingdom.

Daniel was very good at his job. So good, in fact, that King 

Daniel Was Rescued

BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 6
MAIN POINT: God rescued Daniel.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
3

Darius planned to put him in charge of the entire kingdom. 
The other supervisors and governors were jealous of Daniel. 
They watched for him to do something wrong so they 
could complain to the king. Read Daniel 6:4. Daniel was 
“trustworthy, and no negligence or corruption was found in 
him.”

Through the malevolent persuasion of the king’s leaders, 
King Darius passed a law that no one could pray to anyone 
but him, the king, for 30 days. Daniel continued to pray 
boldly to God.

Guide preschoolers to imagine how Daniel might have 
felt. Was he worried about getting caught? Did he have 
nightmares about being eaten by lions? Even the king’s 
threat of death did not stop Daniel from praying. The 
jealous officials turned him in, and Daniel was thrown into 
the lions’ den.

As you teach preschoolers, emphasize that Daniel was 
faithful to God—the true King—and God rescued Him. 
God’s protection of Daniel served to show all the people 
that the God of Daniel “is the living God, and He endures 
forever; His kingdom will never be destroyed, and His 
dominion has no end” (Dan. 6:26).

God also calls us to trust and obey Him no matter what. 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue us from something 
much more dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues us from 
sin and death. Pray that through your faith and that of the 
preschoolers you lead, “may the name of God be praised 
forever and ever” (Dan. 2:20).
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Daniel Was Rescued
Daniel 6

Darius (duh RIGH uhs) was the new king of Babylon. 
King Darius picked Daniel to be one of his helpers. Daniel 
worked hard, and he was good at his job. The king liked 
Daniel. He decided to give Daniel a more important job.

The other helpers heard that Daniel was going to get 
a better job. They were not happy. They watched Daniel 
very carefully. They wanted to catch him doing something 
wrong, so they could tell on him. But Daniel did what was 
right.

The helpers thought about Daniel. They knew he loved 
God and obeyed Him. They knew Daniel prayed to God, 
so they made a mean plan to get Daniel in trouble.

The helpers went to the king. “King, we think you 
should make a new law that says everyone can only pray 
to you.” Of course, every law needs a punishment for 
breaking the law. So the men said, “Anyone who breaks 
the law will be thrown into the lions’ den!”

King Darius made the law: people can only pray to 
the king. Daniel knew the new law said he couldn’t pray 
to God anymore. But Daniel went into his house and 
prayed three times every day, just like he had always 
done.

The men spied on Daniel and saw him praying to 
God. Then they hurried to the king. “Daniel broke the 
law! We saw him praying!” they said.

The king was sad. He did not want to punish Daniel, 
but that was the law. So the king ordered Daniel to be 
thrown into the lions’ den. “I hope God saves you,” the 
king told Daniel.

The BIBLE STORY
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That night, the king could not sleep. He did not eat. He 
sat in his palace and thought about Daniel with the lions.

As soon as the sun came up the next morning, the 
king hurried to the lions’ den. He hoped Daniel was OK. 
“Daniel!” he called out. “Did God save you from the 
lions?”

“Yes!” said Daniel. “God sent an angel to shut the 
lions’ mouths! I am safe!”

The king was so happy. Daniel came out of the lions’ 
den. He wasn’t hurt. Daniel had trusted God to keep 
him safe. The king made a new law. The law said that 
everyone must respect God. God had saved Daniel and 
kept him safe from the lions.

Christ Connection: God saved Daniel from the lions. God 
is powerful! God sent His Son, Jesus, to save us from something 
more dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues us from sin and death.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “It Is Well.” 
Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the preschoolers 
have arrived, sing an action song such as “Just Like Jesus” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to make lion sounds until you hold up 
your hand. Then children must press their lips together and 
pretend they are glued shut.
SAY • Today’s Bible story is about a man named Daniel who 

prayed to God. He got in trouble and was thrown 
into the lions’ den for praying to God. Let’s listen to 
what happened to Daniel!

Open your Bible to Daniel 6. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Daniel 2:20. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible 
to the key passage. Invite preschoolers to repeat after you as 

• “It Is Well” song 
• “Just Like Jesus” 

song

• Bible
• “Daniel Was 

Rescued” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “Forever and Ever” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Daniel Was Rescued
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 6
MAIN POINT: God rescued Daniel.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.
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you say the key passage.
SAY • God is in charge of everything and has power over 

everything; He knows what is best for His children 
and He asks us to obey Him. He is worthy of being 
obeyed and praised because He is a good God who 
loves His children!

Sing the key passage song “Forever and Ever” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s say our big picture question: How can we obey 

God? [Allow for responses.] We trust God to help 
us obey Him. God wants us to love Him and obey 
Him, but He knows that we cannot do that on our 
own. God sent Jesus, who always obeyed, so that 
when we trust in Jesus, He will always be with us. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God rescued Daniel. God saved Daniel from the 

lions. God is powerful! God sent His Son, Jesus, to 
save us from something more dangerous than lions. 
Jesus rescues us from sin and death.

Sing “It Is Well” and “I Will Be Glad” as preschoolers move 
with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “Thank You 
for Everything.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for saving Daniel from the lions. 

Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to save us 
from sin and death. Please give us all hearts that love 
Jesus and trust in Him. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• “It Is Well” song
• “I Will Be Glad” song
• “Thank You for 

Everything” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Daniel Was Rescued
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 6
MAIN POINT: God rescued Daniel.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play animal charades
Allow preschoolers to take turns playing out different 
animals by making animal sounds or moving like that 
animal. Invite the rest of the group to guess the animal. 
Give hints as needed.
SAY • What animal did God save Daniel from? God 

rescued Daniel from the lions! God kept the lions’ 
mouths shut tight all night. God is powerful! God 
sent His Son, Jesus, to save us from something more 
dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues us from sin and 
death.

Go into the lion’s den
Drape a dark-colored sheet over a table and invite the 
children to crawl inside of the lions’ den. Call the children 
out of the den individually by name. 
SAY • You each came out of the lions’ den unharmed! Do 

you remember from the story today who was in a 
lions’ den and came out unharmed? That’s right, 
Daniel! God rescued Daniel from the lions! God is 
powerful! God sent His Son, Jesus, to save us from 
something more dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues 
us from sin and death.

LOW PREP

• table
• dark-colored sheet

Tip: For large 
groups of children, 
limit how many 
preschoolers may 
be in the lions’ den 
at a time. 
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Pray like Daniel
Provide a piece of white paper for each preschooler. Assist 
children in tracing both of their hands and cutting them 
out. Allow the preschoolers to decorate their hand cutouts 
and then glue them together to make praying hands. Ask 
each child to think of one thing they want to pray for and 
write it on their paper hands to remind them to pray.  
SAY • Praying is talking to God. Daniel prayed to God 

three times a day because He loved God. Daniel got 
in trouble for praying, but God rescued Daniel from 
the lions!

Make a lion mask
Before class, cut the middle out of paper plates, leaving the 
outer ring intact. Give each preschooler one ring to decorate 
with glue and tissue paper to make a lion’s mane. Hole 
punch on each side of the finished mask and thread string 
through the holes so children can wear their masks.
SAY • Your lion masks are so beautiful! Daniel was thrown 

into the lions’ den because he loved and prayed only 
to God. God rescued Daniel from the lions! 

Lion’s paw hop
Tape a large sheet of white paper to the floor. Draw or use 
die-cut shapes to make a path of lion’s paws along the paper. 
Invite children to hop from pawprint to pawprint as you say 
the big picture question and answer.
SAY • How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him. God rescued Daniel from the lions!

Transition to large group closing

• paper
• crayons or makers
• blunt-tipped 

scissors
• glue sticks

Tip: Cut out the 
hands for younger 
preschoolers. 

• paper plates
• scissors
• yellow, orange, and 

brown tissue paper
• glue
• hole punch
• string

• large sheet of white 
paper

• tape
• marker or die-cut 

shapes (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Why did the other leaders make trouble for Daniel? 
(The king liked Daniel better than them.)

2. What law did the king make? (Everyone could only 
pray to the king.)

3. What was the punishment for breaking this law? (to 
be thrown into the lions’ den)

4. What did Daniel do? (Daniel continued to pray to 
God like he had always done.)

5. How did God save Daniel from the lions? (God 
shut the lions’ mouths.)

6. How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 
obey Him.

SAY • God rescued Daniel from the lions. God is powerful! 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to save us from something 
more dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues us from sin 
and death.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Forever and Ever” 

song
• “It Is Well” song

SESSION TITLE: Daniel Was Rescued
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 6
MAIN POINT: God rescued Daniel.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for protecting Daniel from the lions. 
Thank You for always hearing Your people when they 
pray to You. Thank You for sending Jesus to save us 
from sin so we can be with You forever. Please help 
us to love You and trust You with all our hearts. 
Amen!

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how God is mighty to rescue us when we pray to 
Him. You may also show the video “Reaching Athens HD.”
SAY •Many college students from the United States went 

to Athens, Greece to share the love of Jesus with the 
people there. They served, helped, played music, 
made friends, and had fun! One of the greatest ways 
we can tell people about Jesus is to let His love show 
through us. What are some ways you can show God’s 
love to others? 

Count lions
Provide yellow pom-pom balls (to represent the lions) and 
rubber-tipped tongs for the children. Place the pom-poms 
in the middle of a table and invite the preschoolers to use 
the tongs to collect lions into their own bowls. Encourage 
older preschoolers to count the lions as they work. 
SAY • No matter how many lions were in the den with 

Daniel, God was stronger than all of them! God 
rescued Daniel. Later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to 
rescue us from sin and death when we trust in Him.

• “Reaching Athens 
HD” missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• yellow pom-poms
• rubber-tipped 

tongs,1 per child
• small bowls, 

1 per child
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