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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Nebuchadnezzar built a tall gold statue and issued a new 
law: “When you hear music, you are to fall down and 
worship the statue.” The penalty for defying this law was 
severe. “Whoever does not fall down and worship will 
immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire” 
(Dan. 3:6).

So when music played, all the people bowed down and 
worshiped the gold statue. Well, almost everyone. Shadrach, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego

BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 3
MAIN POINT: God was with Daniel’s friends in the fire.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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Meshach, and Abednego refused to bow down and worship 
the statue. They loved and worshiped the one true God. 
Only He was worthy of their worship.

The Book of Daniel says that the Chaldeans—a group of 
astrologers and dream interpreters (see Dan. 2:2,4)—took 
this opportunity to go to the king and tell on Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego. But not even the threat of death 
could convince the three friends to renounce their loyalty to 
God.

As you teach, lead preschoolers to consider the possibilities: 
God could keep the friends from being thrown into the 
furnace. Or, once in the furnace, God could keep them 
from being harmed. Or if they perished, God would receive 
them into heaven. The friends’ trust in God enabled them 
to stand firm no matter what—even as they were tied up 
and thrown into the fire.

Then something miraculous happened. Nebuchadnezzar 
saw four men in the fire! They were walking around, 
unharmed! The Lord not only rescued Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, He was with them.

On the cross, people mocked Jesus: “He saved others; 
He cannot save Himself!” (Mark 15:31). Jesus was not 
physically unable to save Himself. He chose to do His 
Father’s will, and His love for sinners kept Him on the 
cross. Jesus chose not to save Himself so that He could save 
others.
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
Daniel 3

Nebuchadnezzar (NEB yoo kad NEZ uhr) was the 
king of Babylon. He did not love God. One day, King 
Nebuchadnezzar made a tall statue out of gold.

Then one of the king’s officials gave a new rule to all 
the people. He said, “When you hear the sound of music, 
fall to your knees and worship this gold statue. Anyone 
who does not obey this new rule will be thrown into a 
very hot fire!”

When music played, everyone in Babylon fell to their 
knees and worshiped the gold statue. Well, almost everyone. 
Three men from Judah did not fall to their knees and 
worship the statue. They worshiped God, and they knew 
God did not want them to worship anyone or anything 
else. These men were Daniel’s friends. Their names were 
Shadrach (SHAD rak), Meshach (MEE shak), and 
Abednego (uh BED-nih goh).

Some of the people in Babylon went to the king. “These 
men do not obey you,” they said. “They do not bow down 
to the statue.”

The king was angry! He called for Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego and said, “If you do not fall to your knees 
and worship the statue, I will throw you into a very hot 
fire!”

The three friends said, “King, we worship God. He 
can save us from the fire. But even if He does not save us, 
we will not worship the gold statue.”

Now the king was very mad! He told his workers to 
make the fire even hotter! The soldiers in the king’s army 
tied up the three friends and threw them into the fire. 

The BIBLE STORY
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The fire was so hot that the soldiers died when they got 
close! Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego fell into the fire, 
all tied up.

All of a sudden, the king stood up and said, “Didn’t 
we throw three men into the fire?”

“Yes, King,” his helpers said.
“Look!” the king shouted. “I see four men walking 

around in the fire! They aren’t hurt or tied up! The 
fourth man looks like an angel!”

The king said, “Shadrach! Meshach! Abednego! Come 
here!”

The friends came out of the fire. They were not 
burned. They had not even been hurt at all! God was with 
them and had saved them from the fire!

The king praised God. He said, “God sent an angel 
to save these men! They trusted in God, and He saved 
them!”

So the king made a new rule for all the people. “Anyone 
who says anything bad about God will be punished. 
Only God can save people from death!” Then the king 
gave Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego important jobs 
in Babylon.

Christ Connection: God saved Daniel’s friends from a fire. 
Jesus came to save us in an even better way. Jesus died so we 
wouldn’t be punished for our sin. He was punished instead. 
When we know and love Jesus, Jesus saves us so we can be with 
God forever.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “It Is Well.” 
Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the preschoolers 
have arrived, sing an action song such as “Just Like Jesus” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Bring a person figure or small statue to set in front of the 
preschoolers. Ask preschoolers if the statue can talk or see.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, King Nebuchadnezzar wanted 

everyone to bow down to a golden statue. That 
would be like bowing down to this! [Hold up the 
figure.] Let’s listen to what happened to Daniel’s 
friends when they would not bow down.

Open your Bible to Daniel 3. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Daniel 2:20. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible to 
the key passage.

• “It Is Well” song 
• “Just Like Jesus” 

song

• Bible
• person figure or 

statue
• “Shadrach, 

Meshach, and 
Abednego” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “Forever and Ever” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 3
MAIN POINT: God was with Daniel’s friends in the fire.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.
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SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God is more 
powerful and wiser than anyone or anything! God 
made the world and everything in it, and He has 
power over fire! God is worthy of our love and praise 
forever!

Sing the key passage song “Forever and Ever” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s say our big picture question: How can we obey 

God? [Allow for responses.] We trust God to help us 
obey Him. God will help us to obey Him just like 
He helped Daniel’s friends obey even when they were 
thrown in a fire. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God was with Daniel’s friends in the fire. God 

saved Daniel’s friends from a fire. Jesus came to save 
us in an even better way. Jesus died so we wouldn’t 
be punished for our sin. He was punished instead. 
When we know and love Jesus, Jesus saves us so we 
can be with God forever.

Sing “It Is Well” and “Clap Your Hands” as preschoolers 
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “Thank 
You for Everything.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for showing that You are more 

powerful than anything by saving the three friends 
from the fire! You were with them in the fire, and 
Your Word says when we trust Jesus, You will be with 
us forever! We love You! Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• “It Is Well” song
• “Clap Your Hands” 

song
• “Thank You for 

Everything” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 3
MAIN POINT: God was with Daniel’s friends in the fire.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Statue tag
Invite the preschoolers to play “Freeze Tag” by the usual 
rules. Remind them that when they are tagged, they must 
freeze and pretend to be a statue until a friend un-freezes 
them. 
SAY • King Nebuchadnezzar made a statue out of gold and 

he wanted all of Babylon to worship the statue. But 
Daniel’s friends Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
would not worship the statue because they loved the 
one true God! God was with Daniel’s friends in the 
fire and protected them! 

Play with blocks and people
Invite preschoolers to use blocks to build a furnace and 
arrange red, orange, and yellow streamers inside. Use toy 
people to play out the Bible story. 
SAY • Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were thrown into 

a fire because they did not worship the king’s statue. 
God was with Daniel’s friends in the fire and saved 
them! 

• 
Tip: For safety, invite 
children to tiptoe 
or walk rather than 
run. 

LOW PREP

• blocks 
• toy people
• red, orange, and 

yellow streamers

22 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 16 • Session 2

© 2016 LifeWay



Paint with watercolors
Provide the preschoolers with watercolor paints and invite 
them to paint fire on their paper. Provide stickers of people 
and encourage them to put four people in their fire to 
represent Daniel’s friends and the fourth man.  
SAY • God was with Daniel’s friends in the fire—He 

protected them! We can trust God to help us when 
we need Him, just like He helped Daniel’s friends. 
God sent Jesus to rescue us from sin and death. 

Ring of fire beanbag toss
Attach red, orange, and yellow streamers to a hula hoop to 
make it look like a ring of fire. Provide four beanbags for 
children to take turns tossing into the fire.  
SAY • How many of Daniel’s friends were thrown into the 

fire? (3) Who was the fourth person in the fire? God 
was with Daniel’s friends in the fire! 

Bible story hop
Tape four pieces of paper on the floor around the classroom. 
Write Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and God on the 
individual pieces of paper. Invite preschoolers to walk 
around the room and hop on the names, saying each name 
aloud with you.
SAY • Who was with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in 

the fire? God was with Daniel’s friends in the fire. 

Transition to large group closing

• heavyweight paper
• cups of water
• watercolor paints
• paintbrushes
• people stickers
• hand wipes (for 

cleanup)
• smocks

• hula hoop
• red, orange, and 

yellow streamers
• beanbags

• tape
• construction paper
• marker

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What did the king command everyone to worship 
whenever music played? (a large gold statue)

2. Who refused to worship the king’s statue? (Daniel’s 
friends Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego)

3. What did the king do to Daniel’s friends? (The king 
had them tied up and thrown into a hot fire.)

4. What happened to Daniel’s friends in the fire? 
(God was with Daniel’s friends in the fire and 
kept them safe.)

5. How can we obey God?  We trust God to help us 
obey Him.

SAY • God saved Daniel’s friends from a fire. Jesus came 
to save us in an even better way. Jesus died so we 
wouldn’t be punished for our sin. He was punished 
instead. When we know and love Jesus, Jesus saves us 
so we can be with God forever.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Forever and Ever” 

song
• “It Is Well” song

SESSION TITLE: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 3
MAIN POINT: God was with Daniel’s friends in the fire.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us 

obey Him.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, give us hearts to trust You and worship only 
You like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Thank 
You for making a way to save us through Your Son, 
Jesus. Thank You that we can be with You forever 
when we put our trust in Jesus. Amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how important it is that God sent Jesus to rescue 
us from sin and death. You may also show the “A Heart for 
Muslims” video.
SAY • University students from California traveled to Italy 

to tell Muslim people living there about Jesus. The 
Muslim people do not know that Jesus is the only 
way to God. The students did not see anyone choose 
to follow God with their lives, but they remembered 
that God is the only One who can save people. We 
must be faithful to tell the good news about Jesus, 
but we must trust God to change people’s hearts. 

Fire truck play
Invite the preschoolers to play with fire trucks and 
firefighter toys. As they play, remind them that God is more 
powerful than firefighters who protect us from fire today. 
SAY • Do you know what firefighters do? They protect us 

from fires by putting out the fires before people get 
hurt. They also teach us about fire safety. God has 
power over fire! God was with Daniel’s friends in 
the fire and protected them from getting hurt!

• “A Heart for 
Muslims” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables

• toy fire trucks
• firefighter toys 
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