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UNIT 17
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Do you think it was just by chance that Caesar Augustus 
called for a census? Did it just so happen that Mary and 
Joseph were traveling to Bethlehem—the very place the 
Messiah was prophesied to be born? (Micah 5:2) God is in 
control of all things, which He showed by using a pagan 
emperor to bring about His plan.

After Jesus was born, Mary laid Him in a manger. A king in 
a manger! It was so unlikely. But Jesus was no ordinary baby. 
He was God’s Son, sent in the most humble of positions, 
“not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life—a 
ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28).

Use Week of:

Jesus Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born to be God’s promised Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 108

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 110

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 116
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Imagine the shepherds’ surprise when an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared. The Bible says that they were terrified! 
But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I 
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was 
born for you in the city of David” (Luke 2:10-11).

What a relief! This angel had come to bring good news. 
First, he proclaimed a Savior. The people of Israel were well 
aware of their need for a Savior. They made sacrifices daily 
to atone for their sin. Finally, a Savior had come who would 
be the perfect sacrifice for sin, once and for all.

This is the best news ever! An army of angels appeared, 
praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors” 
(Luke 2:14).

When you share this story with kids, remind them that 
Jesus came because we needed him. The purpose of Jesus’ 
birth was twofold: to bring glory to God and to make 
peace between God and those who trust in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection.
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Jesus Was Born
Luke 2:1-20

During the time Mary was pregnant with Baby Jesus, 
the Roman emperor, Caesar Augustus, announced that 
everyone needed to be registered for a census. Every 
person traveled to the town where his family was from. 
Since Joseph was a descendant of King David, he and 
Mary left Nazareth and traveled to Bethlehem, the city 
of David.

While they were there, the time came for Mary to 
have her baby. Mary and Joseph looked for a safe place 
for Mary to have her baby, but every place was full 
because of all the people who were in town to be counted. 
So Mary and Joseph found a place where animals were 
kept, and that is where Mary had her baby, Jesus. She 
wrapped him snugly in cloth, and she laid him in a 
feeding trough, where the animals ate their food.

In the same region, some shepherds were staying out 
in the fields and watching their sheep to protect them 
from thieves and predators. All of a sudden, an angel of 
the Lord stood before them. A bright light shone around 
the shepherds, and they were terrified!

But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid! I have 
very good news for you: Today a Savior, who is Messiah 
the Lord, was born for you in the city of David.” Then 
the angel said, “You will find a baby wrapped snugly in 
cloth and lying in a feeding trough.” A king in a feeding 
trough? That was no place for a king!

All of a sudden, a whole army of angels appeared, 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors!”

The BIBLE STORY
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So the shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to find 
Baby Jesus. They found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 
who was lying in the feeding trough. The shepherds went 
and told others about the baby Jesus. Everyone who heard 
about Jesus was surprised and amazed. Mary thought about 
everything that was happening and tried to understand it. 
The shepherds returned to their fields, praising God 
because everything had happened just as the angel 
had said.

Christ Connection: The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus 
was not an ordinary baby. He is God’s Son, sent to earth from 
heaven. Jesus came into the world to save people from sin and 
to be our King.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover that Jesus 
was not like other 

babies. Jesus is God 
the Son. Angels, 

shepherds, and wise 
men worshiped 

Jesus. He is worthy of 
worship! (Ps. 95:6)

Order in bulk, 
subscribe quarterly, 

or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born to be God’s promised Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Ask kids to think about the best 
news they’ve ever received. Call on kids to share their news.
SAY • You all have received some good news! But today we 

are going to talk about the very best news our world 
has ever received. This good news is the reason we 
celebrate Christmas. Do you think you know what it 
is? Let’s wait and see!

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Every Good Gift” on the activity 
page. For each letter, kids should list a good gift from God 
for which they are thankful.
SAY • Would anyone like to share a couple of the gifts they 

listed? [Allow volunteers to share.]
The Bible says that every good gift comes from 

God. Today we are going to hear about God’s 
greatest gift to us—His Son, Jesus. At Christmas, we 
celebrate Jesus’ birth.

• “Every Good Gift” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: No room in the inn
Use tape to mark shapes of various sizes on the floor. Make 
sure some are too small for your entire group. Challenge 
kids to see how many people they can fit into each shape. 
SAY • Were you all able to fit into any of the shapes? How 

did you feel when there was no room for you?
Today’s Bible story is about when Jesus was born. 

Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem and the time 
came for Mary to have her baby. But there was no 
place for them to stay! Mary must have felt afraid, 
but God had a great plan for her. Mary was the 
mother of Jesus, God’s Son!

OPTION 2: Sing to babies
Before small group, arrange for your class to visit your 
church’s nursery to sing to the babies.

Gather kids to practice singing “Away in a Manger” 
before you go to the nursery. Remind kids to sing in soft, 
soothing voices around the babies. Tell kids to be on the 
lookout for babies who may be laying in cribs or in the arms 
of caregivers. Guide kids to stand at the nursery door and 
softly sing “Away in a Manger.” Then lead kids to return to 
your classroom.
SAY • Thank you for your singing. How did you know you 

were at the nursery? You saw the babies I described to 
you. Today we are going to hear a story about some 
shepherds who searched for Baby Jesus after an angel 
told them where to look.

Transition to large group

• masking tape or 
painter’s tape

LOW PREP

Tip: If needed, 
review the words of 
“Away in a Manger” 
online.
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters wearing a Christmas sweater or 
apron and carrying a gift bag]
LEADER • Guess what, everyone? I’ve got some news. I’ll 

give you a clue: this news has to do with what’s in 
this gift bag. Want to see? [Unpack the gift bag to 
reveal the baby items.] Can anyone guess what my 
news is? [Allow kids to respond.] 

Well, my news is about a baby—but it’s not about 
my baby. In fact, it’s not about any ordinary baby. 
This news is about the most extraordinary baby ever 
born. This baby is a gift to us all. And He’s here! 

I’m talking about the birth of Jesus, of course! Even 
though only a few days have passed since we were 
last together, hundreds of years passed between the 
timing of last week’s Bible story and the timing of 
today’s story.

More than 700 years after the prophet Isaiah 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• gift bag of various baby 

items (diaper, blanket, 
small toy, bottle)

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born to be God’s promised Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.
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shared God’s message about the coming Messiah, 
God kept His promise. That’s a long time. Do you 
think God’s people wondered if God forgot about 
His promise? Let’s look at our timeline.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Point out on the timeline the Bible stories from the previous 
quarter about Isaiah: “God Called Isaiah” and “Isaiah 
Preached About the Messiah.” These are found in the “God 
the Revealer” unit.
LEADER • Here is where our timeline shows that Isaiah 

lived. Then here is where Jesus was born. [Point 
to “Jesus Was Born” on the timeline.] Isaiah lived 
hundreds of years before Jesus was born, but God 
spoke through Isaiah about His plan to send the 
Messiah. At just the right time, God kept His 
promise to send the Messiah.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Mamma mia! I am just so excited I can hardly 
keep my head on straight! Just like the shepherds 
who were watching their sheep to protect … oh … 
I am getting ahead of myself. I can’t tell you how 
happy I am! I am bursting at the seams to share this 
good news with you!

But before we jump into our story, let’s remember 
our big picture question. When I ask it, shout the 
answer back to me in your most joyful voices. Ready? 
Why was Jesus born? [Allow kids to respond.] Jesus 
was born to rescue us from sin! Jesus came to fulfill 
God’s promises, to bring glory to God, and to make 
peace between God and everyone who trusts in Him.

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Luke 2:1-20. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, or show the Bible story video “Jesus Was 
Born.”
LEADER • Isn’t this one of the most wonderful stories you’ve 

ever heard? Jesus came to rescue us! Jesus was born 
to be God’s promised Savior. He lived a life kind 
of like yours and mine. He came as a baby, He grew 
to be a kid just like you. He had schoolwork and 
chores, and He played with His friends.

And He kept growing and became an adult and 
went to the temple and showed the religious leaders 
that He learned the Scriptures, kind of like you when 
you share your memory verses with us. As an adult, 
He served others and spoke true things and taught 
people about God, kind of like some of the adults 
you know here at church or at home. 

Jesus lived like us in many ways. He laughed and 
cried and got hungry and needed to sleep. But Jesus 
is unlike us in many ways, too. Because while He is 
fully human, He also is fully God.

Our story last week from Isaiah told us that God’s 
Spirit rested on Him. Because Jesus is God, He never 
sinned. Not even once. Not even a little bit. That’s 
something that none of us can say about ourselves.

Jesus came to earth, in part, to live a life like 
you and me so He could know us so personally 
and so deeply. He did this because He loved us so 
tremendously. But He also lived a sinless life—unlike 
you and me—so He could become the final and 
perfect sacrifice to atone for, or pay for, our sins. 
Jesus was born to rescue us from sin! 

• Bibles
• “Jesus Was Born” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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As we celebrate Christmas together, let’s also keep 
Easter in mind, which is a time where we celebrate 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus paid for sin, 
and He made the way for us to be at peace with God. 
He defeated death and is in heaven preparing the 
Kingdom for His people. Here we are—waiting for 
the day another of God’s promises will be fulfilled. 
On that day, Jesus will return to take His people to 
live with Him forever in His perfect kingdom.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Matthew 1:21.
LEADER • Jesus was born to rescue us from sin. This was 

prophesied throughout the Old Testament and our 
key passage from the New Testament.

Matthew 1:21 tells us that when Mary gave 
birth to her Son, she named Him Jesus. The name 
Jesus means “Savior.” Jesus was born to be God’s 
promised Savior. This is the best gift we could ever 
hope for. 

Lead boys and girls to sing “He Will Save.”

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for 
new Christians to 
take home and 
complete with their 
families.

• Key Passage Poster
• “He Will Save” song
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Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • You know, Christmas is a time when we 
celebrate Jesus’ birth—like His birthday! How do 
you celebrate your birthday? Why do we celebrate 
birthdays? Check out this video.

Show the “Unit 17, Session 2” discussion starter video. 
Guide kids to share their favorite birthday celebration ideas.
LEADER • Why do we celebrate Jesus’ birth? [Allow kids 

to respond.] The birth of Jesus was good news! We 
celebrate Jesus’ birth because God kept His promise 
to send a Savior. Jesus came because we needed Him.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • One way we can celebrate is by singing. Will you 
sing with me?

Lead kids to sing together “He Is Born.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • God, thank You for Christmas and for the time 

You have given us to gather together to learn about 
You and to celebrate You. I pray that all the kids in 
this group would receive Your greatest gift—salvation 
in Jesus. We love You. Amen.

Dismiss to small groups

• “Unit 17, Session 2” 
discussion starter 
video

• “He Is Born” song

114 Older Kids Leader Guide
Unit 17 • Session 2

© 2016 LIfeWay



The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born to be God’s promised Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 1:21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write out the key passage on a chalkboard or dry erase 
board. Prompt kids to read Matthew 1:21 aloud. Then erase 
one word. Guide them to read it again. Kids should supply 
the missing word. Then erase another word.

Kids should continue saying the verse as you erase words 
one at a time. Then challenge kids to say the entire key 
passage from memory.
SAY • Can you remember what the name Jesus means? 

(Jesus means “Savior.”) God sent His Son, Jesus, into 
the world with a special purpose. Jesus was born 
to be God’s promised Savior. He came to rescue 
people from sin.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Provide Bibles and guide kids to locate Luke 2. Remind 
them that the Gospel of Luke is the third book in the New 
Testament. Invite a volunteer to identify which book comes 
before Luke. (Mark) Choose another volunteer to identify 
which book comes after Luke. (John)

Form a boys team and girls team to review the Bible 
story. Designate one player on each team to record the 

• Key Passage Poster
• chalkboard or dry erase 

board
• chalk or marker

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• paper
• pencils
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team’s answers. Give that player a pencil and piece of paper. 
Explain that you will ask a question. Kids should discuss 

the answer with their teammates before recording a final 
answer. For each correct answer, a team will earn one point. 
Ask the following review questions:

1. To what city did Mary and Joseph travel? (Bethlehem, 
Luke 2:4)

2. Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem because Joseph 
was a descendant of which king? (King David, 
Luke 2:4)

3. What did Mary wrap Baby Jesus in? (cloth or 
swaddling clothes, Luke 2:7)

4. To whom did the angel of the Lord appear? 
(shepherds, Luke 2:8-9)

5. How did the shepherds feel when they saw the angel? 
(terrified, Luke 2:9)

6. What type of news did the angel tell the shepherds? 
(good news, Luke 2:10)

7. Where did the angel say the shepherds could find 
Baby Jesus? (in a feeding trough, Luke 2:12)

8. What does the name Jesus mean? (Savior, Matt. 1:21)
9. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us 

from sin.
Announce how many points each team earned and 
recognize the winning team.
SAY • Great job working together to remember the details 

of our Bible story. The birth of Jesus was good 
news—not just for a certain group of people but 
for everyone! The Bible says that everyone who 
turns from their sin and trusts in Jesus will receive 
forgiveness and eternal life.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Baby swaddling relay
Form two teams. Position a baby doll and a receiving 
blanket across the room from each team. Demonstrate how 
to swaddle the doll. Refer to the swaddling guide printable 
for illustrated steps.

On your signal, the first player on each team should run 
to her team’s doll, swaddle it, carry it back to the second 
player, and then move to the end of the line.

The second player should carry the baby across the 
room, unswaddle it, and return to the end of the line. The 
third player will run to swaddle the doll, and so on until the 
team completes the relay.
SAY • Mary wrapped Baby Jesus in swaddling clothes and 

laid Him in a feeding trough. When the shepherds 
came to see the baby, Mary thought about everything 
she was experiencing and treasured it all in her heart. 
Jesus was born to be God’s promised Savior.

OPTION 2: Happy birthday, Jesus!
Set up a simple birthday party. Provide party hats and 
prepare a snack. Arrange chairs in a circle, one chair per kid, 
and use masking tape to number the chairs.

Instruct kids to walk around the circle of chairs. Play the 
unit theme song. When you pause the music, direct kids to 
each sit in a chair. Then call out one of the numbers on the 
chairs. The player in that chair may carry her chair to the 
table to enjoy a snack.

Play several rounds, calling out one or two numbers each 
round. Then invite all the kids to enjoy the snack.
SAY • Today we are celebrating Jesus’ birth with a game and 

a snack. Who can tell me why we celebrate Jesus’ 

• baby dolls
• receiving blankets
• “Swaddling Guide” 

printable (optional)

LOW PREP

• party hats
• snack
• Allergy Alert download
• masking tape
• permanent marker
• “He Is Born” song

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.
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birth? [Allow kids to respond.] Jesus was born to be 
God’s promised Savior. The birth of Jesus was good 
news! Jesus came into the world to save people from 
sin and to be our King.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Encourage kids to 
think about what gift they would give to Jesus. Would it be 
something they made or bought, or maybe an act of service?

Guide kids to describe their gifts on their journal pages 
and write why they would give that gift to Him.
SAY • Do you prefer to give gifts or receive them? Whether 

or not you get the presents you hope for, Christmas 
is a time to celebrate the greatest gift of all—Jesus.

Lead kids in prayer, thanking God for giving us His own 
Son. Pray that kids would grow to know and love Jesus and 
to treasure Him as the greatest gift of all.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Family Photo” 
on the activity page. Kids should complete the Bible story 
picture scene by drawing in the missing parts. Then guide 
kids to write the answer to the big picture question: Why 
was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us from sin.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Family Photo” activity 

page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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