
Use Week of:

4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Ezekiel had a tough job: ministering to people who 
had rejected God and suffered the consequences. The 
exiled people of Judah were eager to blame God for their 
circumstances. “It’s not fair!” they argued. (See Ezek. 18:25.)

Ezekiel told the people that they were at fault for their 
exile; their faithlessness had provoked God’s wrath. 
The people were getting what they deserved. “I take no 
pleasure in anyone’s death,” God said. “So repent and live!” 
(Ezek. 18:32).

Ezekiel Told About a Future Hope

BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezekiel 37
MAIN POINT: God planned to bring His people back home.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
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SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
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LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

4

God gave Ezekiel a vision. In this vision, God showed 
Ezekiel a valley of dry bones. The bones represented Israel. 
Ezekiel prophesied that God would put tendons, flesh, and 
skin on the bones. He would put breath in them so they 
would come to life.

Ezekiel encouraged the exiles. Apart from God, they were 
dead. But God was offering them life. He would restore 
their future. “My dwelling place will be with them,” God 
said. “I will be their God, and they will be My people” 
(Ezek. 37:27).

We too are dead in our sin. (Eph. 2:1) Sin separates us from 
God because He is holy. We are apart from God’s presence. 
But God does not delight in our death. He is patient and 
wants us to repent and live! 

Hundreds of years after Ezekiel died, God’s presence came 
to His people through Jesus Christ, Immanuel—meaning, 
“God with us.” Jesus is the source of life; He offers us living 
water. (John 4:10,14) If we do not drink of it, we will 
become like the dry bones. No life will be in us.

Christ changes that. Evangelical Christian apologist Ravi 
Zacharias wrote1, “Jesus did not come into this world to 
make bad people good. He came into this world to make 
dead people alive.” Indeed, He does. God saves us by 
grace, making us alive with Christ through the Holy Spirit. 
(Eph. 2:4-5)
___________
1. Ravi Zacharias. “Threads of a Redeemed Heart,” Ravi Zacharias International 
Ministries [online], 28 August 2013 [cited 21 September 2015]. Available from the 
Internet: www.rzim.org.
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Ezekiel Told About a Future Hope
Ezekiel 37

God gave Ezekiel a vision. In this vision, God took 
Ezekiel to a valley. The valley was filled with old, dry 
bones. Ezekiel walked through the valley. God asked 
Ezekiel, “Can these bones come to life?”

Ezekiel said, “God, only You know if these bones can 
come to life.”

God told Ezekiel, “Talk to these bones for Me. Say, 
‘Dry bones, hear what God says: I will give you breath, 
and you will come to life. I will give you a body. Then you 
will know that I am God.’”

Ezekiel did what God said. He began to talk to the 
bones. All of a sudden, there was a rattling noise. The 
bones were moving and coming together like God had 
said, but the bones had no breath.

God said to Ezekiel, “Talk to the breath for Me. Say, 
‘This is what God says: Breath, come into these bones! 
Make them alive!’”

Ezekiel did what God said. He talked to the breath, 
and the breath went into the bones. The bones came to 
life, and a big army stood up in front of Ezekiel.

God told Ezekiel what was happening. God said, “My 
people are like these bones. They think they are dried up. 
They do not think they have a future. I want you to talk to 
My people for Me.” God’s people had been taken from 
their homes. They were living in other countries and 
working for other kings. God’s people were sad.

God told Ezekiel what to say to the people of Israel. 
“Say: I am going to bring My people back to the land of 
Israel. I will give them life in their own land, and they 

The BIBLE STORY

132 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 15 • Session 4

© 2016 LifeWay



will know that I am God.”
Then God told Ezekiel to pick up two sticks. The first 

stick was for the people of Judah, and the second stick was 
for the people of Israel. Ezekiel held the two sticks together 
in one hand so they were like one stick. God said He was 
going to bring Judah and Israel back together. They 
would not be two separate nations anymore. They would 
be one nation.

God’s people were also going to get a new king! This 
new king would be like a shepherd. God promised that 
His people would go home to their land, and they would 
never be taken away again. “I will be with them,” God 
said. “I will be their God, and they will be My people.”

Christ Connection: God showed Ezekiel a valley. It was full 
of dead bones. When we disobey God, we are like those dead 
bones. But God gave us Jesus to take away our sin. When we 
turn from sin and trust Jesus, He gives us life so we can be with 
God forever.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “Trust in 
Jesus.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the 
preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such as 
“J.E.S.U.S” to engage them and help them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to stand up and mimic you as you 
point to and call out certain bones, such as skull (head), rib 
(chest), jawbone (face), knee bone (knee), and so forth.
SAY • We have bones inside our bodies. God gave a prophet 

named Ezekiel a vision about old, dry bones. Let’s see 
what God told Ezekiel.

Open your Bible to Ezekiel 37. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a heart cutout at Ezekiel 11:19. Invite a few volunteers 
to come up one at a time and open your Bible to the key 
passage.
SAY • Who can say our key passage from memory? [Invite a 

• “Trust in Jesus” song 
• “J-E-S-U-S” song

• Bible
• “Ezekiel Told About 

a Future Hope” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• heart cutout
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “One Heart” song

SESSION TITLE: Ezekiel Told About a Future Hope
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezekiel 37
MAIN POINT: God planned to bring His people back home.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.
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preschooler to do so.] God gave Ezekiel a message for 
His people, and Ezekiel told God’s people our key 
passage. God’s words gave His people hope when 
they lived far from home.

Sing the key passage song “One Heart” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us. God’s people living in Babylon were sad. 
Some of them may have thought that God didn’t love 
His people anymore, but that was not true! God gave 
Ezekiel a message of hope for His people.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God planned to bring His people back home, 

and He used Ezekiel to tell people His words. God 
showed Ezekiel a valley. It was full of dead bones. 
When we disobey God, we are like those dead bones. 
But God gave us Jesus to take away our sin. When 
we turn from sin and trust Jesus, He gives us life so 
we can be with God forever.

Sing “Trust in Jesus” and “God’s Perfect Words” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “With Me All the Time.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for Your promise to be with Your 

people forever. Thank You for sending Jesus to rescue 
us from sin so we can be Your people. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Trust in Jesus” song
• “God’s Perfect 

Words” song
• “With Me All the 

Time” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Ezekiel Told About a Future Hope
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezekiel 37
MAIN POINT: God planned to bring His people back home.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play “Hot and Cold”
Hide a clean neoprene dog bone in the classroom. Invite 
preschoolers to search for the bone by saying “hot” or “cold” 
as they get close to the hiding place. Let the child who finds 
the bone hide it in the next round.
SAY • Good job finding the bone! It is not a real bone, 

but it is one dogs can chew. In our Bible story, God 
showed Ezekiel a vision of a valley of bones. He 
showed Ezekiel that God planned to bring His 
people back home and give them new life.

Bump beach balls
Blow up several beach balls as preschoolers watch. Toss 
them into the air. Challenge preschoolers to keep them 
from touching the ground. Supervise children and make 
sure they do not bump into classroom objects or each other. 
SAY • What did I put inside these beach balls? My breath! 

Living things breathe. In our Bible story, God put 
breath into dry bones. God showed Ezekiel that God 
planned to bring His people home and give them 
life with Him forever. 

• clean neoprene dog 
bone

LOW PREP

• small beach balls
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Table tennis ball race
Tape two lines several feet apart. Invite preschoolers to line 
up on their hands and knees with their table tennis ball on 
the line. When you say “go,” they will use a straw to try to 
blow their table tennis ball to the other line. 
SAY • You used your breath to make the balls move! In 

Ezekiel’s vision, God’s breath entered the bones and 
they came to life. God planned to bring His people 
back home. God promised to give them new life. 

Bring them home
Set a tub or bucket filled with rice or beans on a table 
covered with a tablecloth. Hide plastic people figures inside 
the bucket and invite children to dig them out. Children 
will put the figures in the house or box to bring them 
“home.”
SAY • God’s people were scattered far away from their land, 

but God planned to bring His people back home. 
God promised to give them a King to lead His 
people like a shepherd—Jesus! 

Paint bones
Invite preschoolers to use clothespins and sponges to paint 
bones on their paper. Write the main point on each child’s 
paper with a white crayon or gel pen.
SAY • God’s people felt dry and dead, like old bones. God 

planned to bring His people back home and make 
them alive again. When we trust in Jesus, He gives us 
the Holy Spirit to give us new life.

Transition to large group closing

• table tennis balls, 
1 per child

• drinking straws, 
1 per child

• masking tape

• Allergy Alert 
download

• dried beans or rice
• plastic people 

figures
• tub or bucket
• dollhouse or box
• tablecloth

• sponges cut into 
bone shapes

• black construction 
paper

• washable white 
paint

• white crayon or 
gel pen

• clothespins

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What was Ezekiel’s job? (prophet)
2. What happened to the bones when Ezekiel talked to 

them? (The bones came together.)
3. What happened when the breath entered the bones? 

(They became alive.)
4. Why were God’s people sad? (They were living far 

away in other countries and working for other kings.)
5. What did Ezekiel’s vision mean? (God planned to 

bring His people back home.)
6. Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.
SAY • God showed Ezekiel a valley. It was full of dead 

bones. When we disobey God, we are like those dead 
bones. But God gave us Jesus to take away our sin. 
When we turn from sin and trust Jesus, He gives us 
life so we can be with God forever.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “One Heart” song
• “Trust in Jesus” song

SESSION TITLE: Ezekiel Told About a Future Hope
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezekiel 37
MAIN POINT: God planned to bring His people back home.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for giving Your people a message of 
hope when they were far from home. Thank You for 
sending Your Son, Jesus, to take away our sin and 
give us a new life with You forever. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how the good news about Jesus is a message 
of hope for all people. You may also show the “EPIC 
Multimedia Journey” missions video.
SAY • Quinten has seen a lot on his travels. Seeing all the 

temples reminded him that people want to know 
about God. Quinten met up with his friend Joe in 
Peru so that they could travel together telling other 
people the good news about Jesus. Let’s pray for 
Quinten as he continues his work. 

Play out being dry bones
Play music as preschoolers move around the room. When 
the music stops, preschoolers must stop and lie down on 
the floor. Preschoolers should remain very still like dry 
bones until you say,“Breath, come into these bones!” Then 
preschoolers should stand up and move around the room 
while the music plays again. Play as time allows. 
SAY • When we disobey God, we are like those dead bones 

God showed Ezekiel. But God gave us Jesus to take 
away our sin. When we turn from sin and trust Jesus, 
He gives us life so we can be with God forever.

• “EPIC Multimedia 
Journey” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• “Trust in Jesus” song 
(optional)

• “One Heart” song 
(optional)
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