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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Warnings had come from the prophets for decades. God 
patiently waited for His people to turn from their sin. The 
prophet Jeremiah spared few details when he warned Judah 
what would happen if they did not turn from their evil 
ways. (See Jer. 25:1-14.) 

But the people of Judah did not change their ways. The 
kingdom had been declining for years, despite King Josiah’s 
efforts to prompt nationwide repentance. When King Josiah 

Judah Was Taken into Captivity

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah away from their land.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
3

died, the people went back to their old ways, worshiping 
idols and disobeying the Lord.

The time of judgment had come. God used 
Nebuchadnezzar—the king of Babylon—to deport the 
people from Judah to Babylon where they would live in 
exile for 70 years. 

Nebuchadnezzar went to Judah when Jehoiakim was king. 
He put Jehoiakim in chains and took him to Babylon. 
Jehoiachin became king, and Nebuchadnezzar came back 
for him too. Many of the people in Judah were taken, along 
with treasures from the Lord’s temple. Nebuchadnezzar put 
Zedekiah on the throne in Jerusalem.

The people of Judah were unfaithful to God. Zedekiah 
rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, and God poured out 
His wrath on Judah. Nebuchadnezzar showed no mercy 
to the people of Jerusalem. The Babylonians set fire to the 
Lord’s temple and the king’s palace. They destroyed the wall 
around Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar’s armies carried most of 
the people away to Babylon as prisoners; only poor farmers 
were allowed to stay and work the land. The people were 
held captive in Babylon, serving the king for 70 years.

God did not abandon His people. The prophet Jeremiah 
told what would happen next: “The days are certainly 
coming … when I will restore the fortunes of My people 
Israel and Judah” (Jer. 30:3). God was going to save His 
people from captivity and raise up a new King—a forever 
King—from the line of David. (Jer. 30:9)
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Judah Was Taken into Captivity
2 Chronicles 36:1-21

Josiah, the king of Judah, had three sons: Jehoahaz (jih 
HOH uh haz), Jehoiakim (jih HOY uh kim), and Zedekiah 
(ZED uh KIGH uh). Josiah had a grandson too. His name 
was Jehoiachin (jih HOY uh kin). Each of them had a turn 
at being king. None of them was good like King Josiah.

After Josiah died, Jehoahaz became king. Jehoahaz was 
not king for very long. He did bad things that God did not 
like.

One day, the king of Egypt came to Judah. He took 
Jehoahaz away and made him a prisoner. Now that Jehoahaz 
was a prisoner in Egypt, he could not be the king of Judah 
anymore. So his brother, Jehoiakim, became king.

Just like his brother, Jehoiakim did what was wrong. 
One day, the king of Babylon came to Judah. He took 
Jehoiakim away and made him a prisoner. Now that 
Jehoiakim was a prisoner in Babylon, he could not be the 
king of Judah anymore. So Jehoiakim’s son Jehoiachin 
became king.

Just like his father, Jehoiachin did what was wrong. One 
day, the king of Babylon sent some of his servants to Judah. 
They took Jehoiachin to Babylon. Now that Jehoiachin was 
in Babylon, he could not be the king of Judah anymore. 
The king of Babylon made Jehoiachin’s uncle king. His 
name was Zedekiah.

Just like his brothers, Zedekiah did what was wrong. 
He led God’s people to do wrong things too. Jeremiah the 
prophet warned Zedekiah that God would punish him for 
doing wrong things, but Zedekiah did not listen.

God was not happy with the people of Judah. They did 

The BIBLE STORY
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not obey God. God loved His people. He did not want to 
destroy them, so He sent prophets to talk to the people. 
The prophets said, “Stop sinning! Turn back to God!” 
But the people did not listen.

It was time for God to punish the people of Judah 
for their sin. God allowed the king of Babylon and his 
armies to attack the people in Judah, and many of the 
people died.

The king of Babylon took everything out of the 
Lord’s temple. Then the king and his army burned the 
temple. They tore down the wall that stood around the 
city of Jerusalem. The army destroyed anything that was 
left.

The king of Babylon took the rest of the people 
to Babylon, and he made them work for him and his 
family. All of this happened just as God said it would.

Christ Connection: God was right to punish His people 
because they sinned. But God still loved them, and He was 
going to give His people a good king, just like He said He 
would. Many years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our 
King forever. Jesus took the punishment we should get for our 
sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “Trust in 
Jesus.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the 
preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such as 
“J.E.S.U.S” to engage them and help them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to tell you about a time they had to sit 
in time out because of a wrong choice they made.
SAY • God’s prophets told the people to repent and stop 

disobeying God, but God’s people did not listen. 
Today we’re going to learn how God punished His 
people for their sin. God also had a plan to bless 
them when their punishment was over.

Open your Bible to 2 Chronicles 36. Tell the Bible story 
in your own words, using the script provided, or show 
the video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a heart cutout at Ezekiel 11:19. Invite a few volunteers 
to come up one at a time and open your Bible to the key 
passage. Say the key passage together.

• “Trust in Jesus” song 
• “J-E-S-U-S” song

• Bible
• “Judah Was Taken 

into Captivity” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• heart cutout
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “One Heart” song

SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken into Captivity
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah away from their land.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

124 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 15 • Session 3

© 2016 LifeWay



SAY • God’s people were taken far away from their homes. 
God sent a special message through the prophet 
Ezekiel, and we see that message in our key passage. 
Our key passage reminds us that God promises to 
give us the Holy Spirit when we trust in Him.

Sing the key passage song “One Heart” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us. God’s people did not obey Him, and 
because of their disobedience, God punished the 
people. Even though God punished His people 
because of His love for them, God promised to 
rescue them from their sin. God rescues us from sin 
through His Son, Jesus. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God sent Judah away from their land. God was 

right to punish His people because they sinned. But 
God still loved them, and He was going to give His 
people a good king, just like He said He would. 
Many years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our 
King forever. Jesus took our punishment for sin. 

Sing “Trust in Jesus” and “He Keeps His Promises” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “With Me All the Time.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for forgiving our sin when we trust 

in Your Son, Jesus. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Trust in Jesus” song
• “He Keeps His 

Promises” song
• “With Me All the 

Time” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken into Captivity
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah away from their land.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Right or wrong choices?
Give the preschoolers examples of familiar situations in 
which there is a clear right or wrong choice, such as taking 
something without asking, obeying parents with a joyful 
heart, hitting a sibling, or treating a new classmate kindly. 
Invite preschoolers to tell if the choice is right or wrong. 
SAY • The people of Judah made wrong choices. They chose 

not to listen to God’s messengers. God loved the 
people of Judah. God sent Judah away from their 
land so they would repent and turn back to Him. 

Examine Bibles
Set up a Bible reading area by providing various Bibles for 
children to look through. You may drape a blanket over a 
few chairs or a table for children to look at the Bibles under 
a tent. You may provide pillows for children to sit on as they 
“read” their Bibles. 
SAY • The Bible is God’s words. God sent prophets like 

Jeremiah to tell people God’s words, but the people 
did not listen. God sent Judah away from their 
land because they did not obey God. God promised 
to forgive their sins by sending a special King. Many 
years later, God sent Jesus to be our King.

LOW PREP

• Bibles
• blankets and 

pillows (optional)
• flashlights 

(optional)
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Work puzzles
Set out puzzles depicting children obeying or disobeying. 
As preschoolers work talk about times it is easy to obey and 
times it is hard to obey. 
SAY • Sometimes obeying is not easy to do. Judah had such 

a hard time obeying that God sent Judah away 
from their land to help them learn to obey. We obey 
those who God puts in charge of us because they 
love us and know what’s best. Why should we obey 
God? We obey God because He loves us. God loves 
us so much, He sent Jesus to take the punishment 
we should get for our sin. When we trust in Jesus, 
we will never be sent away. We get to be with God 
forever. 

Build walls
Encourage preschoolers to build a wall with blocks or 
interlocking bricks. Explain that in Bible times, most cities 
had strong walls to keep out their enemies. 
SAY • God allowed Babylon to break down the wall around 

Jerusalem and make God’s people servants. God sent 
Judah away from their land so they would turn 
away from sin and obey God. 

Hide and obey
Play a version of hide-and-seek. In this version, all the 
children will hide, but when you call a child’s name, she 
must come out of hiding. Play as time allows.
SAY • God sent Judah away from their land. God 

promised to bring them back home one day.

Transition to large group closing

• puzzles depicting 
children obeying or 
disobeying

• blocks or 
interlocking bricks

LOW PREP

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Did the people of Judah obey God? (no) 
2. Did God want to punish His people? (no) 
3. What king did God allow to take over Judah? 

(Babylon) 
4. Why did God send His people away? (God sent 

Judah away from their land so they would turn back 
to God.)

5. Whom did God promise to send to rescue His 
people? (Jesus)

6. Why should we obey God? We obey God because 
He loves us.

SAY • God was right to punish His people because they 
sinned, and He is right to punish us for our sin too. 
God loves us too much to let us keep on sinning. 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our King forever. Jesus 
took the punishment we should get for our sin.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “One Heart” song
• “Trust in Jesus” song

SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken into Captivity
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah away from their land.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • Thank You, God, for loving us too much to let us 
disobey You. Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, 
to die on the cross and come back to life to rescue us 
from sin when we trust in You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about why God gives us His words in the Bible. 
Remind children that some people have never had the 
chance to read the Bible and so we must tell them God’s 
words. You may also show the “Able for Christ” missions 
video.
SAY • Bill and Heather Lawrence are missionaries in 

Uruguay. They tell the people there about Jesus as 
they do things they enjoy. Bill likes to play sports 
with the big kids while Heather spends time with 
the little kids. Let’s pray for Bill, Heather, and their 
friends who help them tell people about Jesus. 

Look for treasure
Cover common classroom items with gold and silver foil. 
Hide the items in plain sight around the room and invite 
preschoolers to find them. Remind the children that the 
king of Babylon took away the gold and silver treasures in 
God’s temple.
SAY • God sent Judah away from their land and allowed 

the king of Babylon to attack them. God wanted His 
people to repent and turn back to Him.

• “Able for Christ” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• gold and silver foil
• classroom items
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