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UNIT 15
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Warnings had come from the prophets for decades. God 
patiently waited for His people to turn from their sin. The 
prophet Jeremiah spared few details when he warned Judah 
what would happen if they did not turn from their evil 
ways. (See Jer. 25:1-14.) 

But the people of Judah did not change their ways. The 
kingdom had been declining for years, despite King Josiah’s 
efforts to prompt nationwide repentance. When King Josiah 
died, the people went back to their old ways, worshiping 
idols and disobeying the Lord.

The time of judgment had come. God used 

Unit 15 • Session 3
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Judah Was Taken into Captivity

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah away from their land.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Nebuchadnezzar—the king of Babylon—to deport the 
people from Judah to Babylon where they would live in 
exile for 70 years. 

Nebuchadnezzar went to Judah when Jehoiakim was king. 
He put Jehoiakim in chains and took him to Babylon. 
Jehoiachin became king, and Nebuchadnezzar came back 
for him too. Many of the people in Judah were taken, along 
with treasures from the Lord’s temple. Nebuchadnezzar put 
Zedekiah on the throne in Jerusalem.

The people of Judah were unfaithful to God. Zedekiah 
rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, and God poured out 
His wrath on Judah. Nebuchadnezzar showed no mercy 
to the people of Jerusalem. The Babylonians set fire to the 
Lord’s temple and the king’s palace. They destroyed the wall 
around Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar’s armies carried most of 
the people away to Babylon as prisoners; only poor farmers 
were allowed to stay and work the land. The people were 
held captive in Babylon, serving the king for 70 years.

God did not abandon His people. The prophet Jeremiah 
told what would happen next: “The days are certainly 
coming … when I will restore the fortunes of My people 
Israel and Judah” (Jer. 30:3). God was going to save His 
people from captivity and raise up a new King—a forever 
King—from the line of David. (Jer. 30:9)
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Judah Was Taken into Captivity
2 Chronicles 36:1-21

Josiah, the king of Judah, had three sons: Jehoahaz (jih 
HOH uh haz), Jehoiakim (jih HOY uh kim), and Zedekiah 
(ZED uh KIGH uh). Josiah had a grandson too. His name 
was Jehoiachin (jih HOY uh kin). Each of them had a turn 
at being king. None of them was good like King Josiah.

After Josiah died, Jehoahaz became king. Jehoahaz was 
not king for very long. He did bad things that God did not 
like.

One day, the king of Egypt came to Judah. He took 
Jehoahaz away and made him a prisoner. Now that Jehoahaz 
was a prisoner in Egypt, he could not be the king of Judah 
anymore. So his brother, Jehoiakim, became king.

Just like his brother, Jehoiakim did what was wrong. 
One day, the king of Babylon came to Judah. He took 
Jehoiakim away and made him a prisoner. Now that 
Jehoiakim was a prisoner in Babylon, he could not be the 
king of Judah anymore. So Jehoiakim’s son Jehoiachin 
became king.

Just like his father, Jehoiachin did what was wrong. One 
day, the king of Babylon sent some of his servants to Judah. 
They took Jehoiachin to Babylon. Now that Jehoiachin was 
in Babylon, he could not be the king of Judah anymore. 
The king of Babylon made Jehoiachin’s uncle king. His 
name was Zedekiah.

Just like his brothers, Zedekiah did what was wrong. 
He led God’s people to do wrong things too. Jeremiah the 
prophet warned Zedekiah that God would punish him for 
doing wrong things, but Zedekiah did not listen.

God was not happy with the people of Judah. They did 

The BIBLE STORY
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not obey God. God loved His people. He did not want to 
destroy them, so He sent prophets to talk to the people. 
The prophets said, “Stop sinning! Turn back to God!” 
But the people did not listen.

It was time for God to punish the people of Judah 
for their sin. God allowed the king of Babylon and his 
armies to attack the people in Judah, and many of the 
people died.

The king of Babylon took everything out of the 
Lord’s temple. Then the king and his army burned the 
temple. They tore down the wall that stood around the 
city of Jerusalem. The army destroyed anything that was 
left.

The king of Babylon took the rest of the people 
to Babylon, and he made them work for him and his 
family. All of this happened just as God said it would.

Christ Connection: God was right to punish His people 
because they sinned. But God still loved them, and He was 
going to give His people a good king, just like He said He 
would. Many years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our 
King forever. Jesus took the punishment we should get for our 
sin.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that God 

had compassion 
on His people 

(2 Chron. 36:15) and 
sent many prophets 
to turn their hearts 
back to God. God 
also promised to 

send a Savior. Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken into Captivity
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah away from their land.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Help preschoolers count the links in each chain and circle 
the correct number.
SAY • You counted the links in the chain. Chains can be 

used for many things, but sometimes chains are 
used to keep people in one place. In today’s Bible 
story, God’s people were sent away from their land 
to another land. Listen to the Bible story to find out 
where. 

Draw and discuss families
Invite preschoolers to draw a picture of their family. As 
preschoolers work, ask them how they are like other 
members of their families and how they are different. 

Sample questions: Do you look like anyone else in your 

• “Trust in Jesus” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys

• “Count the Links” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• paper
• crayons or markers

Tip: Be sensitive 
to difficult family 
situations.

LOW PREP
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family? What things do you like to do that other people in 
your family like to do? What things do you like to do that 
the other people in your family do not? Do you like the 
same foods as anyone else in your family? What foods do 
you like that your other family members do not? What is a 
movie you like? Does the rest of your family like it too?  
SAY •  Sometimes people are like the other people in their 

family. Sometimes they are different. In today’s Bible 
story, King Josiah’s sons and grandson were not like 
him. King Josiah was a good king, but his sons and 
grandson were bad kings. They did not lead God’s 
people to obey God. Let’s find out what happened. 

Walk a sad parade
Form a single-file line. The first child in line leads the group 
slowly around the room, making sad faces and sounds. The 
others must mimic the action of line leader. After a minute, 
instruct that preschooler to move to the back of the line and 
the next preschooler in line becomes the leader. Continue 
until all preschoolers have had a chance to be the leader.  
SAY • Parades are usually happy, but our parade was sad. In 

today’s Bible story, God’s people were sad. God sent 
them away from the very special land He had given 
them. Listen for why God sent His people away from 
their land.  

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to hold hands to form a human chain 
and move to Bible study together.

LOW PREP

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
SAY • Have you ever had to leave the playground when you 

did not want to? In today’s Bible story, the people of 
Judah had to leave their land. The king of Babylon 
made them move to Babylon and work for him. Let’s 
find out what happened. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 2 Chronicles in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • All the words in the Bible are true. The words in the 

Bible are God’s words. Today’s Bible story is from the 
book of 2 Chronicles.

Show the Bible story video “Judah Was Taken into 
Captivity,” or tell the Bible story in your own words using 
the script provided. Use the bolded version for younger 
preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Judah had bad kings who did not lead God’s people 

well. The people of Judah kept disobeying God, 
even after they had been warned over and over again. 

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Judah Was Taken into 

Captivity” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken into Captivity
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah away from their land.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.
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Finally, God sent Judah away from their land. But 
God was going to give His people a good king, just 
like He said He would. Jesus is the good King who 
took the punishment we should get for our sin.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Were Josiah’s sons or grandson good or bad kings? 
(bad) 

2. Whom did God send to tell His people to stop 
sinning and turn back to Him? (prophets) 

3. What did the king of Babylon do to the temple? 
(took everything out and burned it) 

4. What did the king of Babylon do with God’s people? 
(took them to Babylon and made them work for him)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question is, Why should we obey 

God? We obey God because He loves us. God loves 
us so much that He sent His very own Son to take 
the punishment we should get for our sin. I want to 
obey a God who loves me so much. How about you?

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Ezekiel 11:19. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“One Heart.”
SAY • Judah kept sinning and they faced the consequences, 

but in our key passage God promised to change His 
people’s hearts. God would put a new spirit in them, 
His Spirit. God’s Spirit helps His people obey Him. 

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “One Heart” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken into Captivity 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah away from their land.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Build and tear down with blocks
Instruct preschoolers to use blocks to build Jerusalem’s 
temple and wall. Then tear down the temple and the wall. 
Continue building and tearing down as time allows.
SAY • The day the temple was built had been a very happy 

day for God’s people. Now the temple and the wall 
around the city were destroyed. God sent Judah 
away from their land. God allowed the Babylonians 
to defeat Judah because of their sin. One day, God 
would send His very own Son, Jesus, to take the 
punishment for His people’s sin.

Play a sending game
Gather preschoolers at one end of the room. Choose a 
preschooler to be a prophet at the opposite end of the room. 
Whisper an action to the prophet. Possible actions include 
“sit down,” “do a jumping jack,” “turn around,” “hop like a 
frog,” and so forth. The prophet must then go tell the group 
the action, and the group must complete the action. Choose 
another prophet and play again. 
SAY • God sent prophets to tell His people, “Stop sinning! 

Turn back to God!” But the people did not listen. 

• blocks 

Tip: Avoid tears by 
letting preschoolers 
know ahead of time 
that their blocks will 
be torn down. 

LOW PREP

LOW PREP
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God sent Judah away from their land. God is right 
to punish sin. God loves His people. One day, God 
would send His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment 
His people should get for their sin.

Make paper chains
Cut construction paper into 11/2-inch strips. Show 
preschoolers how to make a loop with the strip by taping 
the ends together. Demonstrate how to create a paper chain 
by threading another strip through the loop and taping the 
ends of the strip together. Assist preschoolers in making 
their own paper chains.
SAY • A paper chain cannot hold someone captive, but a 

metal chain can. The king in our Bible story picture 
is wearing chains as he is taken to Babylon. God sent 
Judah away from their land. But God loved His 
people, and He was going to give them a good king. 
Many years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our 
King forever. Jesus took the punishment we should 
get for our sin.

Count and sort linking manipulatives
Set out linking manipulatives, such as chains, cubes, or 
other shapes. Lead preschooler to link manipulatives of the 
same color and count them. Challenge older preschoolers to 
make patterns with the links. 
SAY • God sent Judah away from their land just as He 

said He would do if they continued to sin. The 
king of Babylon gathered the people in Jerusalem 
and took them to Babylon to work for him and his 
family. God was right to punish sin. God sent Jesus 
to take the punishment we should get for our sin. 

• construction paper
• scissors
• tape
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

LOW PREP

• linking manipulatives
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Take turns being king
Assign the roles of Josiah, Jehoahaz, king of Egypt, Jehoiakim, 
king of Babylon, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah. The rest of the 
group are the people of Judah. Review the Bible story while 
playing out the following actions: 

• Crown King Josiah. 
• The people of Judah cheer for the good king.
• King Josiah gives his crown to Jehoahaz.
• The people of Judah boo for the bad king. 
• The king of Egypt leads King Jehoahaz away. 
• King Jehoahaz gives his crown to Jehoiakim. 
• The people of Judah boo for the bad king.
• The king of Babylon leads King Jehoiakim away.
• King Jehoiakim gives his crown to Jehoiachin.
• The people of Judah boo for the bad king. 
• The king of Babylon leads King Jehoiachin away. 
• King Jehoiachin gives his crown to Zedekiah.
• The people of Judah boo for the bad king.
• The king of Babylon leads King Zedekiah and all the 
people of Judah away. 

• The people of Judah cry.
Reassign roles and play again.
SAY • God sent Judah away from their land. God was 

right to punish His people because they sinned. But 
God still loved them, and He was going to give His 
people a good king, just like He said He would. 
Many years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our 
King forever. Jesus took the punishment we should 
get for our sin.

• royal dress-up clothes
• crowns, 3
• name tags (optional) 
• markers (optional)

Tip: Make a name 
tag for each role. 
Place the name tags 
on preschoolers as 
you assign roles. 

152 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 15 • Session 3

005508635_FA16_Pre_LeaderGuide.indb   152 3/9/16   8:27 AM

© 2016 LifeWay



Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve a class favorite for snack today. As preschoolers 
eat, talk about what it would be like to live in captivity. 
You likely would not get to eat your favorite snack. Remind 
preschoolers that God sent Judah away from their land. 
God could not let His people continue to sin. God loved 
His people. He was going to give His people a good king, 
just like He said He would. Many years later, God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to be our King forever. Jesus took the 
punishment we should get for our sin.

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a king. Remind preschoolers that God sent Jesus to be our 
King forever. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to be 

our King forever. Jesus is a good king who not only 
leads us to follow You, but He took the punishment 
we should get for our sin. Help us to live so that we 
show how great our King is. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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