
Use Week of:

2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Shortly after God had rescued the Israelites from slavery in 
Egypt, He made a covenant with them at Mount Sinai. The 
terms of the covenant are found in Exodus 19.

God said through Moses, “If you will listen to Me and 
carefully keep My covenant, you will be My own possession 
out of all the peoples, … and you will be My kingdom 
of priests and My holy nation” (vv. 5-6). God’s people 
responded, “We will do all that the Lord has spoken.”

Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant

BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34
MAIN POINT: God promised a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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But the people did not do all that the Lord had spoken. 
The people had God’s law, but they were not able to obey 
Him because of the sinfulness of their hearts. God punished 
His people for their unfaithfulness, eventually sending 
the Northern Kingdom into exile. But God was faithful; 
He preserved two tribes, keeping His promise to establish 
David’s house forever.

The Israelites in Jeremiah’s day broke the covenant just 
like their ancestors before them. The prophet Jeremiah 
told about a new covenant. He prophesied about a coming 
day when God would forgive sin and write His law on the 
hearts of His people. This prophecy is fulfilled in Jesus.

Jesus did not come to get rid of the law. (See Matt. 5:17.) 
Through His sinless life, Jesus fulfilled the demands of the 
old covenant.

The new covenant promised that God would forgive sin. 
God forgives sin through His Son, Jesus. He changes our 
hearts and gives us power through His Spirit to obey His 
commands.
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Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant
Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34

God’s people in Judah tried to obey God, but they kept 
breaking His laws. Why couldn’t they just do what He said? 
Something was wrong.

God sent Jeremiah to speak to the people. Jeremiah 
gave them a message from God. God said that their 
problem was called sin. The sin was permanent; it was not 
going to go away on its own. In fact, the sin was spreading. 
Parents who sinned had children who sinned. Everybody 
was a sinner!

This was bad news because God had made a covenant, 
or agreement, with His people. The agreement said that 
if God’s people obeyed Him, God would bless them. But 
the people did not obey, so God had to punish them for 
their sin. The people would lose their land, their money, 
and their possessions. They would even become servants of 
their enemies.

Jeremiah said that sin made people’s hearts tricky. 
People’s hearts trick them into thinking they are very 
good when they are not. They trick people into wanting 
things or doing things that God does not want for them.

But God had a plan to change people’s hearts. God 
promised to make a new covenant—an even better 
agreement! This was how God was going to save people 
from their sins.

The new covenant would not be like the old covenant. 
In the old covenant, the people had God’s commands in 
writing. They disobeyed His commands and had to make 
sacrifices every year for their sin. In the new covenant, 
God was going to write His law on their hearts. He 

The BIBLE STORY
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would give the people power to obey Him. God said, “I 
will forgive their wrongdoing and never again remember 
their sin.”

Christ Connection: Jeremiah said that God was going to 
forgive sin and change people’s hearts. Jesus made these words 
come true. God forgives our sin when we trust in His Son, 
Jesus. Jesus died on the cross to take away our sin. He changes 
us and gives us power through His Spirit to obey Him.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “Trust in 
Jesus.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the 
preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such as 
“J.E.S.U.S” to engage them and help them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to predict what they will eat for dinner 
that night. Can they predict what they will eat for dinner a 
month from now? a year from now?
SAY • We can make guesses, but we do not know what will 

happen in the future. Only God knows what will 
happen because He knows everything and He is in 
control of everything. Today we will learn about 
something Jeremiah said would happen in the future.

Open your Bible to Jeremiah 17. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a heart cutout at Ezekiel 11:19. Invite a few volunteers 
to come up one at a time and open your Bible to the key 

• “Trust in Jesus” song 
• “J-E-S-U-S” song

• Bible
• “Jeremiah 

Prophesied a New 
Covenant” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• heart cutout
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “One Heart” song

SESSION TITLE: Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34
MAIN POINT: God promised a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.
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passage. Say the key passage twice.
SAY • Our key passage is very similar to the promise God 

made in our Bible story. God promised to change 
our hearts when we trust in Jesus.

Sing the key passage song “One Heart” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Why should we obey God? [Invite children to 

respond.] We obey God because He loves us. God’s 
people had broken the covenant, or promise, He 
made with Moses. God made a new, better covenant 
through Jesus! 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God promised a better covenant. Jeremiah said that 

God was going to forgive sin and change people’s 
hearts. Jesus made these words come true. God 
forgives our sin when we trust in His Son, Jesus. 
Jesus died on the cross to take away our sin. He 
changes us and gives us power through His Spirit to 
obey Him.

Sing “Trust in Jesus” and “He Keeps His Promises” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “With Me All the Time.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, You knew when You made us that we would 

not be able to obey You. We are not holy like You! 
Thank You for sending Jesus to rescue us from sin. 
Thank You for giving us the Holy Spirit to help us 
love and obey You. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Trust in Jesus” song
• “He Keeps His 

Promises” song
• “With Me All the 

Time” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34
MAIN POINT: God promised a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play “I will, will you?”
Invite preschoolers to stand in a circle. Call on a child and 
say, “I will [name an action], will you?” Invite the child to 
complete the action with you. The child will choose another 
friend to say, “I will [name another action], will you?” For 
younger preschoolers, invite all the children to complete the 
action with you.
SAY • In our Bible story, God said, “I will forgive My 

people’s sin.” God promised a better covenant: 
He would forgive His people’s sin and change their 
hearts to love Him. God kept His promise when He 
sent Jesus to rescue us from sin.

Write on hearts
Provide each preschooler a construction paper heart. Invite 
children to “write” on their hearts. Scribbles are fine.
SAY • God promised a better covenant. Jeremiah said that 

God was going to forgive sin and change people’s 
hearts. Jesus made these words come true. God 
forgives our sin when we trust in His Son, Jesus. 
Jesus died on the cross to take away our sin. He 
changes us and gives us power through His Spirit to 
obey Him. 

Suggested actions: 
hop, turn around, 
clap hands, touch 
nose, and so forth

LOW PREP

• construction paper
• scissors
• markers or crayons

LOW PREP
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Draw hearts in shaving cream
Squirt clouds of non-menthol shaving cream on a table for 
each preschooler. Invite preschoolers to draw hearts with 
their fingers (or craft sticks) in the shaving cream. Watch 
carefully to make sure preschoolers do not put their fingers 
in their eyes. Keep wipes handy for cleanup. 
SAY • Shaving cream is like soap. It makes things clean. 

God promised a better covenant where He would 
make His people’s hearts clean and not hold their sin 
against them. 

Dust the room
Provide dustcloths, dust mops, and dustpans for 
preschoolers to dust the classroom. 
SAY •  Thank you for cleaning our room. Did you know 

when God promised a better covenant, He 
promised to do more than just clean up His people’s 
sinful hearts? When we trust in Jesus, God changes 
our hearts and gives us power through His Spirit to 
obey Him. 

Hard or soft?
Provide various items that are hard or soft. Invite 
preschoolers to practice squeezing the items and telling you 
if they are hard or soft.
SAY • God told His people that He was going to take away 

their hard, sinful hearts and make them soft. When 
our hearts are soft, we love God and want to obey 
Him. Why should we obey God? We obey God 
because He loves us.

Transition to large group closing

• Allergy Alert 
download

• non-menthol 
shaving cream

• hand wipes
• craft sticks 

(optional)

• Allergy Alert 
download

• dustcloths
• dust mops
• dustpans

• hard items (rock, 
book, block, rubber 
ball)

• soft items (cotton 
ball, piece of felt, 
teddy bear, play 
dough)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What problem did God’s people have? (The people 
did not love and obey God. They sinned and broke 
His covenant.)

2. What did God promise His people? (God 
promised a better covenant.)

3. What was God going to do with His people’s 
hearts? (God was going to put His Spirit in their 
hearts so they could love and obey Him.)

4. Why should we obey God? We obey God because 
He loves us.

SAY • Jeremiah said that God was going to forgive sin and 
change people’s hearts. Jesus made these words come 
true. God forgives our sin when we trust in His Son, 
Jesus. Jesus died on the cross to take away our sin. 
He changes us and gives us power through His Spirit 
to obey Him.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “One Heart” song
• “Trust in Jesus” song

SESSION TITLE: Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34
MAIN POINT: God promised a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for making a better covenant 
through Your Son, Jesus. We cannot obey You on our 
own. Thank You for sending Jesus to forgive us of 
our sin. Thank You for the Holy Spirit who changes 
us on the inside to be more like You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how God sent Jeremiah to tell people about 
His plan to forgive them from sin. You may also show the 
“Missionary Kid Is My Day Job” missions video.
SAY • Abbey is a missionary kid in Chile. Abbey loves to 

share the gospel with people in Chile, but she also 
tells people in other countries about Jesus. Abbey 
went to Nicaragua to do a sports camp so she could 
tell the kids there about Jesus. Would you ever want 
to take a trip to tell people in another country about 
Jesus? We can tell people about Jesus on a trip or 
right here at home.

Play “Jeremiah Says”
Play a version of “Simon Says,” substituting the name 
Jeremiah for Simon. Preschoolers will only obey the 
instructions that come after you say “Jeremiah says.” 
Remind the preschoolers that Jeremiah did not say his own 
words, but Jeremiah spoke God’s message.
SAY • Jeremiah told the people about God’s plan to make a 

new covenant that was even better than the old one. 
God planned to forgive sin through His Son, Jesus.

• “Missionary Kid 
Is My Day Job” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

LOW PREP
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