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UNIT 15
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Shortly after God had rescued the Israelites from slavery in 
Egypt, He made a covenant with them at Mount Sinai. The 
terms of the covenant are found in Exodus 19.

God said through Moses, “If you will listen to Me and 
carefully keep My covenant, you will be My own possession 
out of all the peoples, … and you will be My kingdom 
of priests and My holy nation” (vv. 5-6). God’s people 
responded, “We will do all that the LORD has spoken.”

But the people did not do all that the Lord had spoken. 
The people had God’s law, but they were not able to obey 
Him because of the sinfulness of their hearts. God punished 
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Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant

BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34
MAIN POINT: God promised a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

His people for their unfaithfulness, eventually sending 
the Northern Kingdom into exile. But God was faithful; 
He preserved two tribes, keeping His promise to establish 
David’s house forever.

The Israelites in Jeremiah’s day broke the covenant just 
like their ancestors before them. The prophet Jeremiah 
told about a new covenant. He prophesied about a coming 
day when God would forgive sin and write His law on the 
hearts of His people. This prophecy is fulfilled in Jesus.

Jesus did not come to get rid of the law. (See Matt. 5:17.) 
Through His sinless life, Jesus fulfilled the demands of the 
old covenant.

The new covenant promised that God would forgive sin. 
God forgives sin through His Son, Jesus. He changes our 
hearts and gives us power through His Spirit to obey His 
commands.
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Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant
Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34

God’s people in Judah tried to obey God, but they kept 
breaking His laws. Why couldn’t they just do what He said? 
Something was wrong.

God sent Jeremiah to speak to the people. Jeremiah 
gave them a message from God. God said that their 
problem was called sin. The sin was permanent; it was not 
going to go away on its own. In fact, the sin was spreading. 
Parents who sinned had children who sinned. Everybody 
was a sinner!

This was bad news because God had made a covenant, 
or agreement, with His people. The agreement said that 
if God’s people obeyed Him, God would bless them. But 
the people did not obey, so God had to punish them for 
their sin. The people would lose their land, their money, 
and their possessions. They would even become servants of 
their enemies.

Jeremiah said that sin made people’s hearts tricky. 
People’s hearts trick them into thinking they are very 
good when they are not. They trick people into wanting 
things or doing things that God does not want for them.

But God had a plan to change people’s hearts. God 
promised to make a new covenant—an even better 
agreement! This was how God was going to save people 
from their sins.

The new covenant would not be like the old covenant. 
In the old covenant, the people had God’s commands in 
writing. They disobeyed His commands and had to make 
sacrifices every year for their sin. In the new covenant, 
God was going to write His law on their hearts. He 

The BIBLE STORY
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would give the people power to obey Him. God said, “I 
will forgive their wrongdoing and never again remember 
their sin.”

Christ Connection: Jeremiah said that God was going to 
forgive sin and change people’s hearts. Jesus made these words 
come true. God forgives our sin when we trust in His Son, 
Jesus. Jesus died on the cross to take away our sin. He changes 
us and gives us power through His Spirit to obey Him.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that 

our hearts trick us 
into sinning. God 
knows our minds 

and tests our hearts 
(Jer. 17:10) When 
we trust in Jesus, 

He changes us from 
the inside out. Order 

in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 

individually. For 
more information, 

check out 
www.lifeway.com/

devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34
MAIN POINT: God promised a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to look at the pattern and circle which 
heart comes next.
SAY • Good job figuring out the heart patterns. We are 

talking about hearts in today’s Bible story. You 
cannot see or touch these hearts though. The heart 
we are going to talk about is our spirit.

Use erasers
Use a pencil to write each child’s name on a sheet of paper 
but write one letter with a marker. Invite preschoolers to use 
an eraser to erase their name from the paper. 
SAY • Were you able to erase your whole name from your 

paper? You could not erase that last letter because I 
wrote it with a marker. The marker is permanent. 

• “Trust in Jesus” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys

• “Complete the 
Pattern” activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• paper 
• marker
• pencil
• erasers

LOW PREP
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That means you can’t get rid of it. Like this marker, 
we cannot do anything to make our sin go away. But 
God made a plan to forgive sin and take it away. We 
will find out more about God’s plan in today’s Bible 
story. 

Play a marble game
Place marbles in a bowl. Challenge preschoolers to use a 
spoon to move the marbles one at a time from the bowl to 
the bottle without using their hands. As preschoolers work, 
comment on how tricky the task is.
SAY • Using a spoon to move a marble is tricky. Did you 

know that sin makes our hearts tricky? Our hearts 
trick us into wanting things or doing things that God 
does not want for us. They trick us into thinking we 
are very good when we are not. God has a wonderful 
plan to change our hearts. Let’s listen to God’s plan 
in today’s Bible story. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 

Before preschoolers move to Bible study, name an item a 
preschooler likes such as ice cream, play dough, or a puppy. 
Invite preschoolers to Bible study one by one and ask them 
to name something better than the item you mentioned. 
Explain that today’s Bible story is about a better covenant, 
or agreement, God made with His people than the one He 
made before.

• clean, dry, empty 
plastic bottle

• marbles
• plastic spoon 
• bowl

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Hold up a permanent marker.
SAY • When you write with a permanent marker, it does 

not go away. In today’s Bible story, God told His 
people they had a permanent problem—their sin.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Jeremiah in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • God’s words are in the Bible, and the Bible is true. 

The Bible is the most important book there is. 
Today’s Bible story is found in the Book of Jeremiah. 

Show the Bible story video “Jeremiah Prophesied a New 
Covenant,” or tell the Bible story in your own words using 
the script provided. Use the bolded version for younger 
preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God’s people kept breaking the covenant God made 

with them, but God promised a better covenant. 
God was going to forgive sin and change people’s 
hearts. Jesus died on the cross to take away His 

• permanent marker

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Jeremiah Prophesied a 

New Covenant” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34
MAIN POINT: God promised a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.
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people’s sin. God changes us and gives us power to 
obey Him.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions:

1. In the old covenant, what did God promise to do for 
the people if they obeyed Him? (to bless them) 

2. Did the people keep God’s covenant? (no) 
3. Why could people not obey God? (Sin made their 

hearts tricky.)
4. With the new covenant, would God’s people have to 

offer sacrifices for their sin? (no) 
5. How would the new covenant be better than the old 

one? (God would give His people power to obey Him.)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Remember our big picture question? Why should we 

obey God? We obey God because He loves us. When 
someone shows you how much they love you, you 
want to show them you love them back. God loved 
us so much that He sent Jesus. We show God we love 
Him back when we obey His commands. 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Ezekiel 11:19. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“One Heart.”
SAY • Our key passage tells us the new covenant Jeremiah 

told about. God promised to give His people a new 
spirit—the Holy Spirit—to help them obey Him.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “One Heart” song

137Jeremiah and Captivity

005508635_FA16_Pre_LeaderGuide.indb   137 3/9/16   8:27 AM

© 2016 LifeWay



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
body_no_indent

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

Small Group ACTIVITIES
SESSION TITLE: Jeremiah Prophesied a New Covenant 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Jeremiah 17:1-10; 31:31-34
MAIN POINT: God promised a better covenant.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Play an agreement game
Explain to preschoolers that you are going to make an 
agreement with them. When you do a certain action, they 
must do another certain action. For example, when you 
squat down, preschoolers must stand on their tiptoes. Play 
out one agreement at a time. 

Possible actions include sit down, stand up, swing your 
arms, pat your head, turn around, jump, play air guitar, 
play air drums, frog hop, stick out your tongue, touch your 
toes, close your eyes, look up, look down, and so forth. 
SAY • God had made a covenant, or agreement, with His 

people. The agreement said that if God’s people 
obeyed Him, God would bless them. But the people 
did not obey, so God had to punish them for their 
sin. But God promised a better covenant. In the 
new covenant, God promised to bless His people but 
also to give them the power to keep their part of the 
covenant. Jesus made this new agreement come true.

Play a memory game
Gather a few small, familiar items. Hold up each object 
and lead preschoolers to name each one. Place three or four 

Tip: Enlist an adult 
leader to lead 
preschoolers in 
performing their 
actions. 

LOW PREP

• tray 
• cloth
• various objects
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items on a tray. Invite preschoolers to examine the tray for 
10 to 15 seconds. Cover the tray with a cloth. Challenge 
preschoolers to name the objects on the tray. Uncover the 
tray to reveal the items. Continue to play, changing out 
items periodically. 
SAY • Great job remembering! God has the best memory 

of all, but when God promised a better covenant, 
He said He would not remember His people’s sin. 
God forgives our sin when we trust in His Son, Jesus. 
Jesus died on the cross to take away our sin. He 
changes us and gives us power through His Spirit to 
obey Him. 

Make play dough hearts
Provide play dough and heart-shaped cookie cutters. Lead 
preschoolers to form hearts with their play dough.
SAY • God promised a better covenant. Jeremiah said that 

God was going to forgive sin and change people’s 
hearts. Jesus made these words come true. God 
forgives our sin when we trust in His Son, Jesus. 
Jesus died on the cross to take away our sin. He 
changes us and gives us power through His Spirit to 
obey Him.

Put commandments on hearts
Before the session, cut a large heart out of construction 
paper for each child. Cut 21/2-inch squares of construction 
paper. Write preschool-appropriate versions of the Ten 
Commandments on the squares, one commandment per 
square. You may also use the “Commandments” printable. 
Set out the commandment squares and invite preschoolers 
to glue them to their heart.

• play dough
• heart-shaped cookie 

cutters
• play dough toys

• construction paper
• scissors
• marker
• glue 
• “Commandments” 

printable (optional)
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SAY • In the old covenant, the people had God’s commands 
in writing. They disobeyed His commands and 
had to make sacrifices every year for their sin. God 
promised a better covenant. In the new covenant, 
God was going to write His law on their hearts. He 
would give the people power to obey Him. 

New heart relay
Before the session, make two construction paper hearts for 
each preschooler. Make half of the hearts look messy or 
dirty by crumpling them up, scribbling on them, or ruffling 
up some of the edges. Prepare a “messy” heart and a “clean” 
heart for each preschooler. 

Form two teams. Lead each team to line up single file. 
Give each child a messy heart. Set the clean hearts across 
the room. Explain that when you say, “Go!” the first 
preschooler in each line must go to the table, lay their messy 
heart on the table, take a new heart, and go to the back of 
the line. Then the next preschooler in line goes. The first 
team to exchange all their hearts is the winning team. Play 
again as time allows. 
SAY • The old covenant shows us how much we need Jesus. 

We are sinners. We disobey God’s commands. God 
promised a better covenant. In the new covenant, 
God forgives our sin when we trust in Jesus because 
Jesus kept all God’s rules. God changes our hearts to 
want to obey Him. God even gives us the power to 
obey Him through His Spirit!

• construction paper
• scissors
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve waffles, crispy rice treats, or slices of bread for 
snack. Provide clean heart-shaped cookie cutters for 
preschoolers to cut heart shapes out of their snack. Remind 
preschoolers that God promised a better covenant where 
He would change His people’s hearts. In the new covenant, 
God gives His people power to obey Him. 

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
heart. For younger preschoolers, draw the heart and invite 
them to decorate it. Remind preschoolers that when we 
trust in Jesus, God changes our heart and gives us the power 
to obey Him. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, we are sinners. Our hearts trick us into 

thinking we are very good when we are not. Thank 
You for sending Jesus to make a better covenant. 
Thank You that when we trust in Him, You forgive 
our sin and give us power through Your Spirit to 
obey You. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool

141Jeremiah and Captivity

005508635_FA16_Pre_LeaderGuide.indb   141 3/9/16   8:27 AM

© 2016 LifeWay




