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Leader BIBLE STUDY

The prophet Joel spoke to the Southern Kingdom of Judah 
at a time when the nation faced a crisis. The land had been 
invaded by locusts; swarms of the insects had devastated the 
plants. Judah was also affected by a severe drought.

Joel looked back on these events and announced that these 
were not mere natural disasters—the Lord was judging the 
people for their sin.

Joel, Prophet to Judah

BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.
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(15–20 MINUTES)
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
3

In Deuteronomy 28, God told His people, “If you do not 
obey the Lord your God by carefully following all His 
commands and statutes I am giving you today, all these 
curses will come and overtake you … You will sow much 
seed in the field but harvest little, because locusts will 
devour it” (vv. 15,38). That is exactly what happened.

These disasters were a wake-up call. Joel told the people 
to repent. He told them to fast. He told them to gather 
and repent together, crying out to God and asking Him to 
show them mercy. Then Joel looked ahead to the future. 
In essence he said, “You think this is bad? This is only the 
beginning!”

God’s judgment of Judah was not over. The Day of the Lord 
was coming, a day when God would show His strength 
through an invading army. For those who were not right 
with God, this was bad news. God’s power would be against 
them. So Joel implored them, “Return to the Lord your 
God. For He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, 
rich in faithful love, and He relents from sending disaster.”

God had pity on His people and promised to restore them. 
God would rather forgive His people than punish them. He 
sent His Son, Jesus, to die for sins so people could be right 
with God. An ultimate Day of the Lord is coming, and 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
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Joel, Prophet to Judah
Joel 1–3

Joel was a prophet. God gave Joel a message to tell to 
the people in Judah. Bad things had been happening in 
Judah. No rain fell for a long time. The people did not do 
what God said to do. God warned the people what would 
happen if they disobeyed Him. God said, “You will plant 
seeds in your field, but locusts will eat the plants.”

When the people of Judah disobeyed God, swarms of 
locusts came into the land and ate the plants. When the 
locusts went away, more locusts came. They ate the plants 
for growing grapes, grain, apples, and other fruits. 

Joel said, “Listen to me! Has this ever happened before?” 
No, the locusts had never eaten all the plants in Judah 
before. But there had been locusts somewhere else. Do 
you remember where? Some of the people might have 
remembered hearing the story. Many, many years before—
when Moses led God’s people out of Egypt—God sent 
locusts to punish the Egyptians for doing bad things. Now 
God was punishing the people of Judah for doing bad 
things too.

“Be sad for your sin,” Joel said. “Ask God to forgive 
you.” Joel told the people to get together and cry out to 
God. “A day is coming when God will punish sin once 
and for all!” Joel said. “That day will be terrible!”

Joel said that God was going to send a strong army 
to take over Judah. Everyone would be scared. No one 
would be able to survive their attack.

“Stop doing bad things and turn back to God,” Joel 
said. “God loves you. He would rather forgive you than 
punish you.”

The BIBLE STORY

90 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 14 • Session 3

© 2016 LifeWay



Now Joel had some good news from God. One day, 
God was going to send rain to make the plants grow. God 
would send rain so the animals could drink water. God 
said, “I will save anyone who calls to Me. I will bring My 
people back together.”

Then God said, “Another day of punishment is 
coming. I will punish people who turn away from Me. I 
will pay back all of your enemies for the bad things they 
did to you. I am your God. If you stop sinning, I will 
forgive you. I will be with My people forever.”

Christ Connection: Joel warned God’s people about a day 
when God will punish His enemies, rescue His people, and 
make the world right. Jesus died to rescue people from sin, and 
those who trust in Him will be safe.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “The Love 
of God.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the 
preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such as “I’m 
Happy ‘Cause God Loves Me” to engage them and help 
them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Bring in a lunch sack, and talk with the preschoolers about 
your favorite lunch. Invite children to tell you what they 
love to eat for lunch or dinner. Then open up the lunch 
sack to reveal that it is empty. 
SAY • In our Bible story today, God told His people that all 

their food would soon be gone and they would be 
very hungry because of their sin. But God gave them 
good news too. Listen carefully to learn about both.

Open your Bible to Joel 1–3. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place an arrow cutout at Joel 2:13. Invite a few volunteers 

• “The Love of God” 
song 

• “I’m Happy ‘Cause 
God Loves Me” song

• Bible
• lunch sack
• “Joel, Prophet 

to Judah” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• arrow cutout
• Key Passage Poster
• “Return” song

SESSION TITLE: Joel, Prophet to Judah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.
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to come up one at a time and open your Bible to the key 
passage. 
SAY • Our key passage is part of the God’s message to 

Judah. Joel told them God would punish all sin, 
but God also made a way for people to be forgiven. 
Anyone who trusts in Jesus will be rescued from sin.

Sing the key passage song “Return” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Can anyone say our big picture question and answer? 

[Invite preschoolers to do so.] What is God like? 
God is merciful and loving. God could have just 
punished the people, but He wanted to take care of 
them instead. God sent Joel to tell them to repent.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God warned His people to repent. Joel warned 

God’s people about a day when God will punish 
His enemies, rescue His people, and make the world 
right. Jesus died to rescue people from sin, and those 
who trust in Him will be safe.

Sing “The Love of God” and “Keep My Commandments” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “Deeper Still.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY •  God, thank You for not treating us as our sins 

deserve, but for showing us mercy when we turn 
to You. Thank You for sending Jesus to take the 
punishment for our sin! Help us tell this good news 
to others so they can be rescued too. Amen.

Transition to small groups

Option: Every time 
you say “return” or 
“turn,” demonstrate 
with the arrow.

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “The Love of God” 
song

• “Keep My 
Commandments” 
song

• “Deeper Still” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Joel, Prophet to Judah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Repent game
Invite the preschoolers to stand up and walk around the 
classroom. When you say “Repent!” they must turn 180 
degrees and walk in the opposite direction. You may also 
stop/start music to help preschoolers transition. 
SAY • To “repent” means to turn away from your sin and 

turn to God. God warned His people to repent so 
they would not have to face the punishment they 
deserved for their sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to 
take our punishment for sin. 

Paint with sponge hearts
Provide heavyweight paper, heart-shaped sponges, and 
clothespins for each preschooler. Demonstrate how to use 
the clothespin to hold a heart sponge, dip it in the paint or 
ink, and press it to the paper. Write the big picture question 
and answer or main point on each child’s artwork. 
SAY • God’s love is bigger than anything, and no bad thing 

is big enough to separate us from the love He gives in 
Jesus. What is God like? He is merciful and loving. 

Match homes
Before class, print and cut apart the home cards. Guide the 
children to identify which home belongs to which animal. 

• “The Love of God” 
song (optional)

• “Return” song 
(optional)

LOW PREP

• heavyweight paper
• sponges cut into 

heart shapes
• washable paint or 

ink pads
• spring-hinged 

clothespins
• hand wipes (for 

cleanup)

• “Home Cards” 
printable

LOW PREP
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SAY • In the Book of Joel, God warned His people to 
repent so He could bring His people back home 
forever. The home God is making for His people will 
be even better than these animal homes because God 
will live with us forever! 

Imagine silly stories
Invite the children to make up silly stories that follow a 
“first/then” pattern, like “First, I went to the zoo. Then 
I saw a monkey!” or “First, I grew wings. Then I started 
flying!” Go around the circle, letting children share their 
stories. Any child who does not want to say a silly story may 
pass. 
SAY • Do you remember what repent means? It’s not enough 

to be sad about our sin. That’s not repenting. First, 
you feel sad and turn from your sin, and then you 
turn to God. You want to do things God’s way from 
now on. God warned the people to repent because 
He wanted to forgive them. 

Play out the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to play out different parts of the Bible 
story. Call out directions, such as “Be the locusts eating all 
the crops,” “Be soldiers taking people away,” “Be the people 
praying to God for forgiveness,” and “Be the rain helping 
the plants grow again.” 
SAY • God warned the people to repent of their sin. He said 

the people still had time to be rescued from their 
punishment. God gave this warning because He is 
merciful and loving.

Transition to large group closing

Tip: If younger 
preschoolers find 
it difficult to come 
up with both parts 
of the story, begin 
the story and invite 
them to finish after 
you say “then.”

LOW PREP

Tip: Play out 
directions 
for younger 
preschoolers to 
follow along with 
you.

LOW PREP

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What was Joel’s job? (prophet) 
2. What happened when the people disobeyed God? 

(God sent swarms of locusts to eat their crops.)
3. What did Joel say God wants to do for His people? 

(God wants to forgive His people.) 
4. What did God warn His people to do? (God warned 

His people to repent.)
5. What will happen to people who trust in Jesus on the 

day God punishes all sin? (They will be safe.)
6. What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

SAY • Because God is holy—He never sins—God must 
punish people who sin. God is also loving and 
merciful. When we trust in Jesus, God forgives us 
and gives us life with Him forever.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 
SAY • God, thank You that we can ask You to forgive us 

when we sin and You always forgive. Thank You for 
sending Your Son, Jesus, to rescue us from sin. Help 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Return” song
• “The Love of God” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Joel, Prophet to Judah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

Large Group CLOSING
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us to tell others that God loves them and wants to 
forgive them too when they repent. Amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how God is holy—He never sins and He must 
punish sin—and He is also merciful and loving. Remind 
children that God is always ready and willing to forgive. 
You may also show the “Proof” missions video. 
SAY • Do you have a dog like Proof? Proof and his owner 

Andrew live in the South Bronx in New York. The 
South Bronx is a tough neighborhood, but God is 
using Andrew and Proof to show the people there 
that Jesus loves them with a love that never gives up. 
Let’s pray for the people in South Bronx to know the 
love only God can give.

Play “Red Light, Green Light”
Invite children to line up on one side of the room facing 
you. Explain that you will turn your back to them and say 
“green light” and they will be allowed to move towards you. 
When you turn to face them and say “red light,” they must 
freeze. If they are caught moving when you say “red light,” 
they must return to the starting point. The first child to 
reach you wins.
SAY • God told the people to stop sinning and repent. God 

warned the people to repent so He could forgive 
them. What is God like? God is merciful and 
loving.

• “Proof” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

Tip: For younger 
preschoolers, if you 
catch someone 
moving on “red 
light,” all children 
must go back to the 
starting line.
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