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UNIT 14
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The prophet Joel spoke to the Southern Kingdom of Judah 
at a time when the nation faced a crisis. The land had been 
invaded by locusts; swarms of the insects had devastated the 
plants. Judah was also affected by a severe drought.

Joel looked back on these events and announced that these 
were not mere natural disasters—the Lord was judging the 
people for their sin.

In Deuteronomy 28, God told His people, “If you do not 
obey the Lord your God by carefully following all His 
commands and statutes I am giving you today, all these 
curses will come and overtake you … You will sow much 
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Joel, Prophet to Judah

BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

seed in the field but harvest little, because locusts will 
devour it” (vv. 15,38). That is exactly what happened.

These disasters were a wake-up call. Joel told the people 
to repent. He told them to fast. He told them to gather 
and repent together, crying out to God and asking Him to 
show them mercy. Then Joel looked ahead to the future. 
In essence he said, “You think this is bad? This is only the 
beginning!”

God’s judgment of Judah was not over. The Day of the Lord 
was coming, a day when God would show His strength 
through an invading army. For those who were not right 
with God, this was bad news. God’s power would be against 
them. So Joel implored them, “Return to the Lord your 
God. For He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, 
rich in faithful love, and He relents from sending disaster.”

God had pity on His people and promised to restore them. 
God would rather forgive His people than punish them. He 
sent His Son, Jesus, to die for sins so people could be right 
with God. An ultimate Day of the Lord is coming, and 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
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Joel, Prophet to Judah
Joel 1–3

Joel was a prophet. God gave Joel a message to tell to 
the people in Judah. Bad things had been happening in 
Judah. No rain fell for a long time. The people did not do 
what God said to do. God warned the people what would 
happen if they disobeyed Him. God said, “You will plant 
seeds in your field, but locusts will eat the plants.”

When the people of Judah disobeyed God, swarms of 
locusts came into the land and ate the plants. When the 
locusts went away, more locusts came. They ate the plants 
for growing grapes, grain, apples, and other fruits. 

Joel said, “Listen to me! Has this ever happened before?” 
No, the locusts had never eaten all the plants in Judah 
before. But there had been locusts somewhere else. Do 
you remember where? Some of the people might have 
remembered hearing the story. Many, many years before—
when Moses led God’s people out of Egypt—God sent 
locusts to punish the Egyptians for doing bad things. Now 
God was punishing the people of Judah for doing bad 
things too.

“Be sad for your sin,” Joel said. “Ask God to forgive 
you.” Joel told the people to get together and cry out to 
God. “A day is coming when God will punish sin once 
and for all!” Joel said. “That day will be terrible!”

Joel said that God was going to send a strong army 
to take over Judah. Everyone would be scared. No one 
would be able to survive their attack.

“Stop doing bad things and turn back to God,” Joel 
said. “God loves you. He would rather forgive you than 
punish you.”

The BIBLE STORY
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Now Joel had some good news from God. One day, 
God was going to send rain to make the plants grow. God 
would send rain so the animals could drink water. God 
said, “I will save anyone who calls to Me. I will bring My 
people back together.”

Then God said, “Another day of punishment is 
coming. I will punish people who turn away from Me. I 
will pay back all of your enemies for the bad things they 
did to you. I am your God. If you stop sinning, I will 
forgive you. I will be with My people forever.”

Christ Connection: Joel warned God’s people about a day 
when God will punish His enemies, rescue His people, and 
make the world right. Jesus died to rescue people from sin, and 
those who trust in Him will be safe.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover God sent 
the locusts to show 

His people that He is 
merciful and loving. 

(Joel 2:13) God’s 
goodness shows us 

our sin and turns 
our hearts to Him. 
(Rom. 2:4) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Joel, Prophet to Judah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Instruct preschooler to circle the locust on each row that is 
different.
SAY • What do you think these bugs are? They are called 

locusts. A locust is a kind of grasshopper. In today’s 
Bible story, God sent locusts to eat the plants in 
Judah. Listen to the Bible story to discover why God 
would do such a thing. 

Play “Simon Says” with emotions
Play a game of “Simon Says,” but rather than calling 
out actions for preschoolers to do, call out emotions for 
preschoolers to play out. Possible emotions include angry, 
silly, sad, happy, worried, tired, surprised, scared, or 
grumpy. If Simon says, “Simon says [emotion],” preschoolers 

• “The Love of God” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys

• “Look at Locusts” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

LOW PREP
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must play out the emotion. If Simon does not say, “Simon 
says” before listing an emotion, preschoolers must continue 
acting out the previous emotion. 
SAY • Good job playing out the emotions Simon told you 

to express. In today’s Bible story, God’s prophet Joel 
told the people that they should be sad. In fact, he 
told them they needed to get together and cry out to 
God. Let’s find out why Joel said that.

Play a matching game
Print two copies of “Warning Signs” on heavyweight paper 
and cut them out. Mix up the cards and lay them faceup. 
Let the children study them as you read and explain each 
one, and then flip them over. For younger preschoolers, 
keep the cards faceup. Invite a preschooler to turn over two 
cards at a time. If a preschooler uncovers a match, he gets 
another turn. If not, the next player gets a turn. Continue 
play until preschoolers find all matches.
SAY • Warning signs get people’s attention to warn them of 

danger. God warned His people to stop sinning and 
obey Him. God made certain things happen to get 
His people’s attention. God even sent the prophet 
Joel to warn the people about a day when God would 
punish sin. Let’s listen to what God told Joel to say 
in today’s Bible story. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to make their best sad face as they move 
to Bible study.

• “Warning Signs” 
printable, 2 copies

• scissors

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Show preschoolers the locust image. 
SAY • Locusts are like grasshoppers, but unlike 

grasshoppers, many, many locusts will gather 
together and form a swarm. Swarms of locusts eat all 
the plants they see. Imagine seeing locusts eating up 
your plants! Locusts showed up in today’s Bible story. 
The prophet Joel explained why. Let’s listen.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Joel in your Bible. Invite a preschooler 
to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • God’s words are in the Bible, and all God’s words are 

true. The Bible tells us what God is like. Today’s Bible 
story is found in the Book of Joel.

Show the Bible story video “Joel, Prophet to Judah,” or tell 
the Bible story in your own words using the script provided. 
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God warned His people to repent. Repent means to 

turn away from sin. Joel warned God’s people about 

• “Locust” printable

Option: Locate a 
video of a locust 
swarm online to 
show preschoolers.

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Joel, Prophet to Judah” 

video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Joel, Prophet to Judah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.
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a day when God will punish His enemies, rescue His 
people, and make the world right. Jesus died on the 
cross and came back to life to rescue people from sin. 
Those who trust in Him will be safe. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Were the people in Judah obeying God? (no) 
2. What did God send to eat all the plants? (locusts) 
3. What did Joel say God was going to send to take 

over Judah? (a strong army) 
4. What was the good news Joel gave the people? (If 

the people repented, God would make the plants grow. 
God would save the people. God would bring them back 
together.) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Remember our big picture question? What is God 

like? God is merciful and loving. God loved His 
people. He wanted to forgive them not punish them. 
He sent Joel to warn them to repent. God loves us 
and sent Jesus to rescue us from sin. When we turn 
from our sin and trust in Him, we are safe. 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Joel 2:13. Read the key passage aloud 
several times. Sing together the key passage song, “Return.”
SAY • Our key passage is found in today’s Bible story. These 

are the words that Joel said to the people of Judah. 
These are words for us too. God forgives us when we 
repent of our sin and trust in Jesus.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Return” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Joel, Prophet to Judah 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joel 1–3
MAIN POINT: God warned His people to repent.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

Hop like locusts
Remind preschoolers that locusts are like grasshoppers. 
Invite preschoolers to hop around the room like locusts as 
music plays. When the music stops, preschoolers must stop 
hopping and squat down like locusts. 
SAY • Hopping like locusts is fun, but the people of Judah 

did not think it was fun when the locusts came and 
destroyed their plants. God warned His people to 
repent. Repent means to turn away from sin and 
obey God. Joel said a day is coming when God will 
punish His enemies, rescue His people, and make the 
world right. Jesus died to rescue people from sin, and 
those who trust in Him will be safe.

Sort warning signs 
Print several copies of the “Warning Signs” printable. 
Cut apart the warning signs. Set out bins and invite a 
preschooler to sort the warning signs into the bins. For 
younger preschoolers, tape a warning sign on the outside of 
each bin for easy identification.
SAY • Warning signs let people know that danger is ahead. 

God warned His people to repent. God sent Joel 

• “The Love of God” song 
(optional) 

• “Return” song 
(optional) 

LOW PREP

• “Warning Signs” 
printable, multiple 
copies

• scissors
• bins
• tape (optional) 
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to warn the people that danger was ahead for them 
if they did not turn from their sin. Joel told about 
a day when God will punish His enemies, rescue 
His people, and make the world right. Jesus died to 
rescue people from sin, and those who trust in Him 
will be safe.

Play with dried beans
Fill a plastic tub with a few inches of dried beans. Hide 
plastic insects in the beans and invite preschoolers to find 
them. You may also provide toy shovels, toy rakes, plastic 
measuring cups and plastic spoons for preschoolers to 
scoop, pour, and measure.
SAY • God warned His people to repent. All of Judah’s 

crops were dried up from no water or eaten up from 
the locusts, but God still promised good news. One 
day, God would send rain to make the plants grow. 
God said, “I will save anyone who calls to Me. I will 
bring My people back together.” God sent Jesus to 
rescue people from sin, and those who trust in Him 
will be safe.

Decorate calendars
Provide a copy of the “Calendar” printable and a pencil for 
each child. Write the month at the top of each calendar. 
Point out the names of the different days of the week. Help 
preschoolers write in the number for each day. Preschoolers 
may draw a line through days that have already passed. You 
may also help preschoolers mark any holidays or classroom 
birthdays observed in that month. 

For younger preschoolers, fill in the calendar ahead of 
time and encourage them to decorate their calendar.

• plastic tub
• dried beans
• plastic insects
• toy shovels (optional) 
• toy rakes (optional) 
• plastic measuring cups 

(optional) 
• plastic spoons 

(optional) 
• Allergy Alert download

• “Calendar” printable
• pencils 
• markers (optional) 
• stickers (optional) 
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SAY • Calendars help us remember important days. In 
today’s Bible story, the prophet Joel told about a day 
that is not on anyone’s calendar—the Day of the 
Lord. On the Day of the Lord, God will punish sin 
once and for all, and God will be with His people 
forever. Jesus died to rescue people from sin, and 
those who trust in Him will be safe.

Plant seeds
Before the session, cut cardboard tubes into 21/2-inch 
lengths. Cut four equally spaced 1/2-inch slits on one end of 
the tube. Fold the flaps over one at a time to close the end. 
Make one for each preschoolers. 

Cover a table. Place some potting soil in a bowl. Invite 
a preschooler to spoon potting soil into his tube and use 
a craft stick to plant his seed according to the package 
directions. Invite him to use a spray bottle of water to 
gently water his seed. 
SAY • God told the people of Judah, “You will plant seeds 

in your field, but locusts will eat the plants.” God 
loved His people. He wanted to forgive them, not 
punish them. When God warned His people to 
repent, they did not listen. Later Jesus died to rescue 
people from sin, and those who trust in Him will 
be safe.

 

• cardboard tubes
• scissors
• potting soil
• seeds
• bowl
• plastic spoons 
• craft sticks
• spray bottle

Tip: Let parents 
know these pots can 
be planted directly 
in the ground. 
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve fruit such as halved grapes or apples for snack. 
Remind preschoolers that God warned His people to 
repent by causing their plants to die from no water and 
locusts. God wanted to forgive His people not punish them, 
but they had to turn from their sin and obey Him. God 
loves us and wants to forgive us when we sin. When we put 
our trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin, and we are safe.

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
warning sign to warn themselves. Help preschoolers think 
of a way they are tempted to disobey and draw a picture of 
it. Then help preschoolers draw a big X over their drawing. 
Challenge them to hang the warning sign in a place they 
will see when they get home. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, we are sinners. We do things You tell us not to 

do, and we do not do the things You tell us to do. 
Thank You that when we trust in Jesus, You forgive 
our sin. Help us to obey You. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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