
Use Week of:

1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

God sent the prophet Hosea to speak to Israel a message 
of God’s hatred toward sin and of His coming judgment. 
God also sent Hosea to bring a message of love—a love that 
never gives up. God used Hosea’s own life to show Israel 
what a never-gives-up kind of love looks like.

God told Hosea to marry a prostitute. He told Hosea that 
his wife would not be faithful to him. She would give birth 
to children who were conceived with other men. Still, 
Hosea obeyed God. He chose Gomer as his wife. Just as 

Hosea, Prophet to Israel

BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people who do not love Him back.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

1
God said, Gomer was not faithful to Hosea. She went after 
other lovers. Can you imagine Hosea’s grief each time he 
found his wife with another man?

It would have been easier for Hosea to throw up his hands 
and say, “Enough! I’m done with you!” God’s people were 
no different than Gomer. They were spiritual adulterers. 
Their hearts chased after other lovers. They loved and 
worshiped idols, people and things that were not the one 
true God.

It would have been easier for God to throw up His hands 
and say, “Enough! I’m done with you!” But God’s love never 
gives up. He gave Hosea a love for his wife that compelled 
him to buy her back from the slave market after all she had 
done. In the same way, God sought after His unfaithful 
people even after all they had done. God paid a high 
price—the life of His Son, Jesus—to bring them back to 
Himself.

Remember to present the story of Hosea in an age-
appropriate way. God used Hosea’s unfaithful wife to show 
the people of Israel that they were unfaithful to Him. God 
gave Hosea a deep love; Hosea was willing to buy back 
Gomer even after all she had done. God’s love is deep, and 
it never gives up. He goes after His people and loves them 
back to Himself.
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Hosea, Prophet to Israel
Hosea 1–14

God gave Hosea the prophet a message to tell the 
people of Israel. God told Hosea to do something too. 
God said, “Go and marry a woman. She will not love you 
with her whole heart. She will love other men. Be a daddy 
to her children.”

God was going to use Hosea’s life to teach the people 
of Israel a lesson. The way Hosea’s wife treated Hosea 
would be just like the way the people of Israel treated 
God. The people did not love God with their whole 
hearts; they loved other things and people more than 
they loved God.

God asked Hosea to do something very hard. It isn’t 
easy to love someone who doesn’t love you too. But Hosea 
did what God said. He married a woman named Gomer. 
Gomer had a baby boy. God told Hosea to name the baby 
Jezreel. The name Jezreel was special because it meant that 
God was going to punish Israel.

Then Gomer had a baby girl. God told Hosea to name 
the baby “No Mercy.” God was not going to show mercy to 
the people anymore. He was going to give them what they 
deserved, and they deserved to be punished.

Awhile later, Gomer had another baby boy. God said, 
“Name him ‘Not My People.’” For a long time, the people 
of Israel had been God’s people. He promised to take care 
of them if they obeyed Him. But God’s people did not obey 
Him. So God said, “You are not My people.”

Gomer did not love Hosea like a wife should love her 
husband. She ran away from home. The people too did 
not love God like they should. They ran away from Him.

The BIBLE STORY
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What do you think Hosea did when Gomer ran away? 
She had done many things to hurt him. Did he let her 
go? No! When someone you love goes missing, you go 
after her! Hosea found Gomer and brought her back 
home. Hosea loved his wife even though she had hurt 
him. Hosea would never stop loving Gomer.

Hosea said to the people, “Turn back to God. He still 
loves you. He is going to punish you for your sin, but 
when the punishment is over, He will take care of you.” 
The people of Israel acted like Gomer. They ran away 
from God, but God kept loving them. God loves His 
people with a love that never gives up. God had a plan to 
get His people back no matter what.

Christ Connection: Gomer did not love Hosea with all 
her heart. She did things that made Hosea sad, but Hosea 
still loved Gomer. God’s people do not love God with all their 
hearts. We do things that make God sad, but God still loves us. 
He showed us His love by sending Jesus to be our Savior.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “The Love 
of God.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the 
preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such as “I’m 
Happy ‘Cause God Loves Me” to engage them and help 
them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Tell the children about a time you lost something really 
important to you, such as a family heirloom, a gift from 
someone special, or something you had saved up to buy. 
SAY • Have you ever lost anything really important to you? 

How did you feel when you lost it? [Invite responses.] 
In our Bible story today, Hosea lost someone he 
loved. Listen carefully to our story.

Open your Bible to Hosea. Tell the Bible story in your own 
words, using the script provided, or show the video. Read 
the bolded version of the script for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place an arrow cutout at Joel 2:13. Invite a few volunteers 
to come up one at a time and open your Bible to the key 
passage.
SAY • Our key passage tells us about God’s love. We don’t 

• “The Love of God” 
song 

• “I’m Happy ‘Cause 
God Loves Me” song

• Bible
• “Hosea, Prophet 

to Israel” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• arrow cutout
• Key Passage Poster
• “Return” song

SESSION TITLE: Hosea, Prophet to Israel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people who do not love Him back.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.
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have to run away from God when we sin; we can 
turn back to Him because He is merciful. He will 
forgive us! We can trust in His love for us. 

Sing the key passage song “Return” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is, What is God like? What 

did you learn about what God is like from our Bible 
story today? [Take responses.] We learned that God 
punishes sin because He is holy and He loves us with 
a love that never gives up. What is God like? God is 
merciful and loving. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God loves people who do not love Him back. 

Gomer did not love Hosea with all her heart. She did 
things that made Hosea sad, but Hosea still loved 
Gomer. God’s people do not love God with all their 
hearts. We do things that make God sad, but God 
still loves us. He showed us His love by sending Jesus 
to be our Savior.

Sing “The Love of God” and “Keep My Commandments” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “Deeper Still.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • Thank You, God, for loving us even when we don’t 

love You with all our hearts. Remind us that even 
when we make wrong choices, Your love never gives 
up on us. Amen.

Transition to small groups

Option: Every time 
you say “return” or 
“turn,” demonstrate 
with the arrow.

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “The Love of God” 
song

• “Keep My 
Commandments” 
song

• “Deeper Still” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Hosea, Prophet to Israel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people who do not love Him back.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Race to give hugs
Form two teams. Both teams will line up at the far end of 
the room. The first child from each team will run to hug 
a leader or adult helper. He will stay with the leader as 
the next child runs to hug the leader and her teammate. 
Continue until all the children have run to hug the leader 
and all members of their team. 
SAY • Wasn’t it fun to hug our friends? When someone 

gives you a hug, you hug back! In our story today, 
we learned that God loves people who do not love 
them back. God loves us even when we do not love 
Him with our whole hearts.

Count hearts
Pass out counting manipulatives and the “Heart Counting” 
printables. Guide the preschoolers to place the correct 
number of counters on each heart. Encourage them to 
count aloud as they place their counters on their sheet. 
SAY • When you see a heart, what do you think of? That’s 

right—love! God loves people who do not love 
Him back. God loves us so much that He sent Jesus 
to die for our sins. Now, because of Jesus, we can 
know and experience God’s love forever. 

Tip: If you have 
more than one adult 
helper, assign one 
adult helper per 
team.

LOW PREP

• “Heart Counting” 
printable, 
1 per child

• counting 
manipulatives
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Decorate hearts
Cut out construction paper hearts for preschoolers. 
Demonstrate how to cut out heart shapes from folded paper 
for older preschoolers. Provide stickers, gems, feathers, 
ribbons, and other art supplies so the children can decorate 
their hearts. Write the big picture question and answer or 
the main point on the back of each heart. 
SAY • What is God like? God is merciful and loving. 

Remember that God loves people who do not love 
Him back. God showed us this love when He sent 
Jesus to take the punishment for our sin. 

Sorting play dough hearts
Invite the preschoolers to make play dough hearts in various 
sizes and place them in the center of the table. After a few 
minutes, guide them to sort hearts according to size and 
color. Help preschoolers count the hearts. 
SAY • Hearts are a symbol of love. God loves people who 

do not love Him back. Is it hard for you to love 
people who are mean to you or do not love you? 
[Invite children to respond.] God’s love for us never 
gives up! 

Whom do you love?
Invite the preschoolers to name all the people they love. 
Write down all the names on a sheet of paper or chalkboard. 
Talk about why children love the people on their list.
SAY • We often love people because they are loving to us. 

But God loves people who do not love Him back. 
God’s love is greater than any other love. 

Transition to large group closing

• construction paper
• blunt-tipped 

scissors
• crayons and 

markers
• various art supplies

• play dough or 
modeling clay

• various sizes of 
heart-shaped 
cookie cutters

• play dough utensils

• sheet of paper or 
chalkboard

• chalk or marker

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What was Hosea’s job? (prophet) 
2. What was Hosea’s wife’s name? (Gomer) 
3. What kind of wife was Gomer? (Gomer did not love 

Hosea with her whole heart. She ran away.)
4. Did God’s people love Him with their whole hearts? 

(No, they did not love and obey Him.)
5. Whom does God love? (God loves people who do 

not love Him back.)
6. What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

SAY • God used Hosea’s life to teach His people about His 
love. Hosea could have said that Gomer could no 
longer be his wife. Instead, when she ran away, Hosea 
brought her back home to take care of her. God 
does the same thing with us. He does not treat us as 
our sins deserve. He forgives us and takes care of us. 
What is God like? God is merciful and loving. 

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 
SAY • God, thank You that we don’t have to hide from You 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Return” song
• “The Love of God” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Hosea, Prophet to Israel
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hosea 1–14
MAIN POINT: God loves people who do not love Him back.
KEY PASSAGE: Joel 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God like? God is merciful and loving.

Large Group CLOSING
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or be afraid of You when we sin. You love us more 
than we will ever understand, and You want to take 
care of us. Thank You for teaching us about Your 
mercy and love. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and talk about the reasons for it. If 
you are not participating in a missions activity, talk about 
how important it is to tell people that God loves them with 
a love that never gives up. You may also show the “Olivia to 
Bolivia” missions video.
SAY • Olivia traveled to the country of Bolivia to meet 

the Flook family. The Flook’s are missionaries there. 
Olivia was happy to discover the people in Bolvia 
were very friendly, but just because someone is 
friendly does not mean that they know about Jesus. 
Next week, we will hear more about how God is 
using the Flook family to tell others about Jesus. Let’s 
pray for them. 

Which comes first?
Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle. Explain that you are 
going to give them two statements. (Some examples are 
included in the margin.) Ask them to think and tell you 
which comes first. 
SAY • Which comes first: God’s loving us, or our loving 

God? The Bible says God loved us before He made 
the world. It also said God loved us when we did not 
love or obey God. God loves people who do not 
love Him back.

• “Olivia to Bolivia” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

Which comes first:
• the number 1 or the 

number 2?
• the letter B or the 

letter A?
• eating birthday cake 

or blowing out the 
candles?

• learning to walk or 
learning to crawl?

• socks or shoes?

LOW PREP
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