
Use Week of:

5 Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Book of Isaiah contains four Servant songs—poems 
about the servant of God. (See Isa. 42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 
52:12–53:13.)

In these poems, the prophet Isaiah describes God’s plan 
of redemption. We see a vision of the promised Messiah, 
the innocent substitute who would suffer for the sake of 
sinners. Through Jesus, God brings sinners back to Himself.

Isaiah Preached About the Messiah

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 53
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would suffer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

5

The fourth and final Servant song is found in Isaiah 53. In 
this passage, Isaiah provides an answer to these questions: 
How can a just God justify the ungodly? How can He 
declare innocent those who are guilty? How can He treat 
bad people as though they are good? How can He love 
people like us?

A just God can’t just look the other way. He doesn’t say, 
“Don’t worry about it,” or “No big deal.” That’s cheap 
grace. Sin against a big God is a big deal. God didn’t just 
forgive our sins, He dealt with them. And this grace was 
costly. The price? God’s own Son.

Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecies of a Suffering Servant. 
People assumed God had cursed the Suffering Servant 
for His own sins. But no; Jesus was sinless. So why did 
He suffer? Isaiah wrote that He was pierced because of 
our transgressions and crushed because of our iniquities. 
His punishment is what brought our peace. The Suffering 
Servant died the death we deserve. When we trust in Jesus, 
our sins are wiped away—paid for by His blood—and His 
righteousness is credited to us.

When Christ’s work on the cross was finished, God 
rewarded Him. “For this reason God highly exalted Him 
and gave Him the name that is above every name, so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee will bow—of those who 
are in heaven and on earth and under the earth—and every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11).
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Isaiah Preached About the Messiah
Isaiah 53

Isaiah was a prophet. He gave the people of God 
special messages from God about what was going to 
happen in the future. Isaiah said that God had a plan to 
send someone—the Messiah—to rescue people from sin. 
The Messiah would be a servant of God.

Isaiah said, “God’s servant grew up, and He looked 
very ordinary. No one paid attention to Him, and they 
did not want to be His friend. They stayed away from 
Him. God’s servant hurt.”

Isaiah said that people saw God’s servant, but they 
looked the other way. They did not care about Him or love 
Him. But God’s servant still did what God wanted Him to 
do. He came to help people and save them from sin.

The servant was punished. People thought that He 
was punished because He had done something wrong, 
but He did not do anything wrong! We were supposed to 
be punished, but instead of punishing us, God punished 
Him!

Then Isaiah said that the Messiah was hurt and 
treated badly. “But He did not say anything,” Isaiah 
explained. “People were unfair to Him, and they took 
Him away. He was treated like a criminal, but He is not a 
criminal.”

But even though bad people did this to God’s servant, 
God planned this. When the servant died, He took away 
people’s guilt so God could look at them and say, “Not 
guilty!” God even said, “You’re good!” 

God’s servant did not stay dead. God brought Him 
back to life! God’s good servant will see all the people He 

The BIBLE STORY
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saved, and He will be happy.
“Then God will give Him a reward,” Isaiah said. “God 

will give Him honor for doing the right thing and for saving 
people from sin. God will welcome His friends who once 
walked away from Him.”

Christ Connection: God’s servant Isaiah wrote about Jesus. 
God planned all along that Jesus would die on the cross for our 
sin. Many years before Jesus was born, Isaiah wrote these words. 
Jesus is the Servant who died to save people from sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “Only One 
True God.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all 
the preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such as 
“No One Like You” to engage them and help them feel 
welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
As you get ready to tell the Bible story, choose a volunteer 
to sit on a throne (chair) and wear a crown. Ask the “king” 
what he would do if he were king for one day. Thank the 
king and invite him to resume his seat. 
SAY • Long ago, God promised to send a special Servant, 

the Messiah. In our Bible story, God showed Isaiah 
what would happen to the Messiah. Let’s listen to 
God’s words about His special King!

Open your Bible to Isaiah 53. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a cutout of a number 1 at Hebrews 1:1-2. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible to 

• “Only One True God” 
song 

• “No One Like You” 
song

• Bible
• crown
• chair
• “Isaiah Preached 

About the Messiah” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• number 1 cutout
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “Speaking to Us” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Isaiah Preached About the Messiah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 53
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would suffer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.
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the key passage.
SAY • From the very beginning, God spoke to His people 

through the prophets. After Jesus came to earth, God 
has spoken to His people through His Son. We read 
God’s message about Jesus in our Bible! 

Sing the key passage song “Speaking to Us” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • How many gods are there? [Allow for responses.] 

There is one true God. The one true God promised 
to send a special King, the Messiah. But the Messiah 
didn’t sit on a throne; He was a Servant. God rescued 
His people from sin by sending Jesus to die on the 
cross and come back to life. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God said Jesus would suffer. God’s servant Isaiah 

wrote about Jesus. God planned all along that Jesus 
would die on the cross for our sin. Many years before 
Jesus was born, Isaiah wrote these words. Jesus is the 
Servant who died to save people from sin.

Sing “Only One True God” and “God’s Only Son” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “So Much More.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for keeping Your promise to send a 

Messiah to save us from sin! Thank You for sending 
Jesus—who sinned—to suffer for our sin. Help us to 
trust You and tell others about You. Amen. 

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Only One True God” 
song

• “God’s Only Son” 
song

• “So Much More” 
song

• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Isaiah Preached About the Messiah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 53
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would suffer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Today’s plan
Use a chalkboard, dry erase board, or large piece of paper to 
write down your typical routine for your classroom. Assist 
the children by asking questions, such as “What do we do 
first? What do we do next?” Write down their words. 
SAY • Thank you for helping me write down our plan for 

today! We may not keep all of our plans because we 
are not in control. Only God is in control! God said 
Jesus would suffer in His plan to rescue His people 
from sin. Did God’s plan happen? Yes! Jesus suffered 
to rescue people from sin. 

Jump across
Lay two jump ropes or long pieces of yarn on the floor in 
parallel lines a few inches apart. Invite the preschoolers to 
hop over the “divide” between the ropes. After each child 
has jumped, move the lines a little further apart. Children 
will jump again. Keep spreading the rope out until none of 
the children can hop across the divide. 
SAY • Was it hard to jump when the lines were far apart? 

That can remind us of how our sin separates us from 
God. God is holy. God had a plan to send Jesus to 
bring us back to God forever. God said Jesus would 
suffer for our sins so that we could be with God. 

• chalkboard, dry 
erase board, or large 
sheet of paper

• chalk or marker

LOW PREP

• jump ropes or 
pieces of yarn, 2
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Broken heart and cross
Before the session, print and cut out the “Heart and Cross” 
printables. Guide the children to fix their broken hearts by 
gluing them onto construction paper. Point out that the 
broken lines are still visible. Give each child a cross to glue 
on top of the heart so that it covers the broken lines. Write 
the main point on each child’s page. 
SAY • Like the hearts, we are broken and separated from 

God because of our sin. God said Jesus would 
suffer and die on the cross to rescue people from sin. 
When we trust in Jesus, we can be with God again!

Sing “Why Did Jesus Die for Me?”
Sing to the tune of “The Wheels on the Bus”: 

“ Why did Jesus die for me? 
Die for me, die for me? 
Why did Jesus die for me? 
So I could be with God!”

SAY • Isaiah shared God’s message about the Messiah. God 
said Jesus would suffer to rescue people from sin. 
When we trust Jesus, we will be with God forever!

Rock, paper, scissors 
Invite preschoolers to play “Rock, Paper, Scissors” with a 
friend. Encourage them to find a new partner after each 
round. 
SAY • In this game, someone wins and someone loses each 

time. When Jesus died, it looked like He lost. But 
Jesus actually won! God said Jesus would suffer in 
our place in order to save His people. Jesus won! 

Transition to large group closing

• “Heart and Cross” 
printables

• construction paper
• glue
• marker

LOW PREP

LOW PREP

• countdown video 
(optional)

53God the Revealer

© 2016 LifeWay



Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who is the Messiah or Servant whom God promised 
to send? (His Son, Jesus)

2. What would the Messiah do? (God said Jesus would 
suffer to rescue people from sin.) 

3. We should have been punished, but who was 
punished instead? (the Messiah) 

4. What did the Messiah say when people hurt Him 
and treated Him badly? (nothing) 

5. Who planned for God’s servant to be hurt? (God)
6. How many gods are there? There is one true God. 

SAY • God’s servant Isaiah wrote about Jesus. God planned 
all along that Jesus would die on the cross for our sin. 
Many years before Jesus was born, Isaiah wrote these 
words. Jesus is the Servant who died to save people 
from sin.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 
SAY • God, thank You for Your plan all along to save people 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Speaking to Us” 

song
• “Only One True God” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Isaiah Preached About the Messiah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 53
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would suffer.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Large Group CLOSING
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from sin. Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, as 
the Messiah who suffered so that we did not have to 
suffer for our sin. Thank You for making a way for us 
to be with You forever. Help us tell others about Your 
amazing love. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how we can be like Isaiah and tell others about 
God’s plan to send Jesus to rescue people from sin. You may 
also show the “Lonely Among Millions” video.
SAY • Randy Whittal is a missionary in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina. Even though there are millions of people 
in Buenos Aires, many of them are lonely. They do 
not talk to people other than the ones they live with 
or work with. Let’s pray for the people of Buenos 
Aires to be open to hearing about the gospel of Jesus. 

Predict what will happen
Ask the children various yes or no questions, such as “Do 
you think it will rain tomorrow? Do you think you will eat 
apples this week? Do you think you will loose a tooth next 
year?” and so forth. Remind the children that we can only 
guess the future because we are not in control, but God is in 
control of the world He made. 
SAY • God is the one true God. He plans what will happen 

in the future, and no one can stop His plan. God 
said Jesus would suffer to rescue people from sin. 
God kept His promise to send Jesus!

• “Lonely Among 
Millions” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

LOW PREP
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