
Use Week of:

1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

King Ahab was an evil king. In fact, “Ahab did more to 
provoke the Lord God of Israel than all the kings of Israel 
who were before him” (1 Kings 16:33). The things that 
Ahab did made God angry. God wanted His people to be 
faithful to Him, but King Ahab led them away from God.

God chose Elijah to get Ahab’s attention. In 1 Kings 17, 
Elijah told Ahab that a drought was coming. God prevented 
rain in the land for three years. For Ahab, a man who 
worshiped Baal—the false Canaanite god of rain and 

Elijah Confronted Evil Ahab

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 18
MAIN POINT: God defeated the prophets of Baal.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

1
fertility—the drought sent a strong message about the one 
true God.

When God was ready to send rain on the earth, Elijah 
appeared to Ahab and instructed him to gather the Israelites 
and the prophets of the false gods at Mount Carmel. Elijah 
challenged the people to choose: Follow God or follow Baal. 
They couldn’t do both.

Elijah set up a challenge to prove who is the one true God. 
He faced off against the prophets of Baal. Each group 
prepared a bull on an altar and called on its deity to send 
fire from heaven. The prophets of Baal called and cried and 
cut themselves, but Baal did not answer.

Elijah poured water on and around his altar. He called 
to God, and God sent fire from heaven. Everything was 
burned up. The prophets could not deny that the God of 
Elijah is the one true God, and God sent a great rain to end 
the drought.

The false god Baal had no power. As you teach preschoolers 
this week, emphasize that only God—the one true God—
has power to help His people and to save them. And He 
saves them through His Son, Jesus, whose name means “the 
Lord saves.”

Check out the 
video “The 
Big Story” for 
a picture of 
this quarter’s 
part in God’s 
big story of 
redemption.
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Elijah Confronted Evil Ahab
1 Kings 18

King Ahab was the king in Israel. He was a bad king. 
Ahab did not worship God; he worshiped a false god 
named Baal (BAY uhl). King Ahab caused the Israelites 
to disobey God too. God was not happy with King Ahab, 
so God caused a drought. During a drought, there is no 
rain for a long time. God wanted Ahab to learn that Baal 
had no power. Only God—the Creator of all things—is 
powerful and in control of all things.

No rain fell from the sky for three years. Then one day, 
God was ready to send rain.

First, God sent a man named Elijah to talk to King 
Ahab. Elijah told Ahab, “You have made trouble for 
Israel because you do not obey God, and you worship 
false gods.” He told Ahab, the Israelites, and all of the 
people who worshiped Baal to meet him at Mount 
Carmel.

Elijah stood in front of the people and said, “Make up 
your minds! If you believe the Lord is God, follow Him; 
but if Baal, then follow him.”

Elijah set up a contest to show who the one true God 
is. The worshipers of Baal made an altar for their false god. 
They put a bull on their altar.

“You call to Baal,” Elijah said, “and ask him to send 
fire to your altar. I will call on the Lord. The God who 
answers by fire is the one true God.”

From morning until noon, the worshipers of Baal 
called out to Baal, but no one answered. The people 
danced and cried loudly, but no one answered.

Elijah dug a ditch around his altar and put a bull on 

The BIBLE STORY
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a pile of wood. Then he asked for four jars of water to be 
poured on the wood. The altar was very wet. Elijah asked 
for even more water.

Elijah prayed, “Answer me, God, so that these people 
will know that You are God.”

God answered Elijah. God sent fire from the sky! The 
fire burned up the bull and the wood and the stones and 
the dust! It burned up the water that was in the ditch. 
God showed everyone that He is the one true God.

The men who were watching fell to the ground. They 
said, “The Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is God!”

Soon the sky grew dark with clouds, and God sent 
rain. God ended the drought and proved that He is the one 
true God.

Christ Connection: The people who worshiped the false god 
Baal worked very hard to show they loved Baal, but Baal was 
silent. The one true God is not like false gods. Instead, God 
showed His love for us by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the 
Savior of the world.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “Only One 
True God.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all 
the preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such as 
“No One Like You” to engage them and help them feel 
welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
As preschoolers gather for the Bible story, invite all of the 
children who are wearing a particular color of shirt to stand. 
Count the children and then tell them to sit. Call out 
another characteristic and count the children.
SAY • We have many friends today who are wearing similar 

clothes, but that does not mean those friends are 
the same. Today’s Bible story is about a man named 
Elijah who showed Israel there is only one true God. 
There is no one like God!  

Open your Bible to 1 Kings 18. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a cutout of a number 1 at Hebrews 1:1-2. Invite a few 

• “Only One True God” 
song 

• “No One Like You” 
song

• Bible
• “Elijah Confronted 

Evil Ahab” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• number 1 cutout
• Key Passage Poster
• “Speaking to Us” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Elijah Confronted Evil Ahab
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 18
MAIN POINT: God defeated the prophets of Baal.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.
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volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible to 
the key passage.
SAY • Our key passage tells us that God used to speak to 

His people through prophets or messengers, like 
Elijah. Once God sent Jesus to earth, God spoke to 
us through Jesus. We can learn all about God and 
Jesus when we read the Bible! 

Sing the key passage song “Speaking to Us” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • I am going to ask you our big picture question for 

the next few weeks. How many gods are there? 
[Allow for responses.] There is one true God. We 
know that God is the one true God because He is the 
only God who can save us from our sin. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God defeated the prophets of Baal. The people who 

worshiped the false god Baal worked very hard to 
show they loved Baal, but Baal was silent. The one 
true God is not like false gods. Instead, God showed 
His love for us by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the 
Savior of the world.

Sing “Only One True God” and “Loud and Joyful Noise” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “So Much More.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for showing us that You are the one 

true God. Please help us love You and to follow You. 
Thank You for loving us. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Only One True God” 
song

• “Loud and Joyful 
Noise” song

• “So Much More” 
song

• offering basket
• countdown video 

(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Elijah Confronted Evil Ahab
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 18
MAIN POINT: God defeated the prophets of Baal.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Build an altar
Invite the preschoolers to build an altar using building 
blocks or nontraditional building materials, such as pillows, 
blankets, and so forth. As the children build, remind them 
of the altars in the Bible story. 
SAY • Do you remember who built altars in the Bible story 

from today? The worshipers of Baal built an altar to 
Baal, and Elijah built an altar to God. God sent fire 
to His altar! God defeated the prophets of Baal 
because He is the one true God!

“Pray, Pray, Pray to God” song 
Sing to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”: 

“ Pray, pray, pray to God,  
to the Lord on High. 
Elijah prayed that God would send  
Fire from the sky!”

SAY • We can pray to God and trust that He hears our 
prayers. God answered Elijah’s prayer, and God 
defeated the prophets of Baal. 

True or False?
Say simple true or false statements. After each statement, 

• blocks or 
nontraditional 
building materials

LOW PREP

LOW PREP

LOW PREP
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allow the preschoolers to jump up and shout “true!” if the 
answer is true. Children will sit down and shout “false!” if 
the answer is false. Examples: “We are at church,” “the sky 
is green,” “oranges are square-shaped,” “God is the one true 
God,” and so forth.
SAY • Good job! God defeated the prophets of Baal 

because He is the one true God. How many god are 
there? There is one true God. Only God is worthy 
of our praise. 

Loud and quiet
Invite the preschoolers to alternate between being very loud 
and being very quiet. You will say “Loud!” or “Quiet!” to 
prompt the children. Encourage the children to run, jump, 
and dance when they are being loud and to sit very still 
when they are being quiet. 
SAY • The prophets of Baal were very loud and danced, but 

Baal did not answer at all. Elijah quietly prayed to 
God to send fire, and God defeated the prophets 
of Baal. God always listens when His people pray, 
whether they are loud or quiet! 

Fire on the altar
Provide each preschooler with a paper plate, craft sticks, and 
pieces of red, orange, and yellow construction paper. Allow 
children to build the wood of the altar by gluing the craft 
sticks in the center of the plate. They may draw the ditch 
by coloring the edges of the plate brown. Make the fire by 
tearing and gluing construction paper to the sticks. 
SAY • Who sent fire to the altar, God or Baal? God 

defeated the prophets of Baal by answering Elijah’s 
prayer and sending down fire!

Transition to large group closing

LOW PREP

• paper plates, 
1 per child

• craft sticks
• red, orange, and 

yellow construction 
paper

• crayons
• glue

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Did King Ahab worship God? (No, King Ahab 
worshiped the false god Baal.)

2. Why did God cause a drought in Israel? (God 
showed His people that Baal had no power.)

3. Whom did God send to talk to King Ahab? (the 
prophet Elijah)

4. What contest did Elijah set up with the worshipers 
of Baal? (Elijah made an altar to God and the 
worshipers of Baal made an altar to Baal. The one 
true God would send fire from heaven.)

5. Does pouring water on something make it easier or 
harder to burn? (harder)

6. Who sent fire to His altar? (God defeated the 
prophets of Baal by sending fire from the sky.)

7. How many gods are there? There is one true God.
SAY • The people who worshiped the false god Baal 

worked very hard to show they loved Baal, but Baal 
was silent. The one true God is not like false gods. 
Instead, God showed His love for us by sending His 
Son, Jesus, to be the Savior of the world.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Speaking to Us” 

song
• “Only One True God” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Elijah Confronted Evil Ahab
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 18
MAIN POINT: God defeated the prophets of Baal.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 1:1-2
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How many gods are there? There is one true God.

Large Group CLOSING
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 
Remind the children that God listens when His people pray.
SAY • God, thank You for showing the people of Israel that 

You are the one true God. Thank You for sending 
Your Son, Jesus, to save us from sin! Please give us 
hearts to always trust You! Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about the truth that God is the only true God. You may 
also show the “Family Mission Trip: Part 1” video.
SAY • David, Lisa, and their son Eli live in Argentina as 

missionaries. They are telling the people there how 
much God loves them. Chelsea, Paul, and their dad 
Ryan visited Argentina to hunt for food to give to 
hungry people but also to encourage David and 
his family. Next week we will hear more about this 
family mission trip to Argentina, but for now, what 
ways we can encourage missionaries right here from 
where we live?

Examine Bibles
Provide different Bibles for the children to touch and 
flip through the pages. Show how many books in the 
Old Testament were written by God’s prophets. Remind 
preschoolers that God speaks to us through the Bible. 
Remind preschoolers that God gave us the Bible to teach us 
His plan to send Jesus. We can tell others about Jesus too. 

• “Family Mission Trip: 
Part 1” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• Bibles of various 
styles and sizes
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