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UNIT 12
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The story of Job helps believers see God alone is all-
powerful, sovereign, and good. Job’s story is one all people 
can relate to, as everyone will suffer in his or her lifetime. 
God’s dialogue with Job reveals His characteristics clearly.

“Have you ever in your life commanded the morning 
or assigned the dawn its place?” (Job 38:12) God is all-
powerful! “Does the eagle soar at your command and make 
its nest on high?” (Job 39:27) God is sovereign. “Who 
provides the raven’s food when its young cry out to God and 
wander about for lack of food?” (Job 38:41) God is good.

Use Week of:

Job

BIBLE PASSAGE: Job 1–42
MAIN POINT: Job learned that God is in control.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 100:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because 

He is good.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 146

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 148

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Throughout all of Job’s suffering, Job never turned away 
from God. Listen to Job’s response to God’s questions: “I 
am so insignificant. How can I answer You?” (Job 40:4). 
Job didn’t understand his suffering, but he understood who 
God is.

While the Book of Job speaks volumes to the problem 
of human suffering, it is also an important picture of 
how a suffering person should relate to God. Though 
Job sometimes doubted God, he never turned away. Job’s 
suffering actually brought him closer to God.

Pray that you will help the preschoolers you teach 
understand the story of Job and its implications. Point them 
to the true suffering servant, Jesus, who was truly innocent 
yet suffered greatly so that we could be brought closer to 
God in both our suffering and our joy.

Job reminds us that following Jesus will be worth it. God is 
good, present, and in control. We can trust Him when we 
don’t understand the pain we have to endure. At the cross, 
God used the ultimate pain to bring about the ultimate 
good: our future and final salvation from sin.
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Job
Job 1–42

Job (JOHB) was a good man who loved God. God 
even said so. But big troubles began to happen to Job, 
and Job did not know why. Robbers stole all the animals 
on his farm. Job’s children died in a storm. Job became 
sick with bad sores all over his body. He felt terrible!

Job had been kind to people. He had helped poor 
people, he had earned respect from people in the city, and 
he had given good advice to others. But after all the bad 
things happened to him, people began to make fun of Job 
and were mean to him.

Three friends came to visit Job. They told Job to obey 
God and tell Him he was sorry for doing wrong things. 
They said God was punishing Job for his sin. 

“But I did not do anything wrong,” Job said. Job was 
tired and angry. “I wish I could ask God some questions 
and prove to Him that I have been good,” he said.

Then another friend came along. His name was Elihu 
(ih LIGH hyoo). Elihu told Job’s three friends that they 
were wrong. He said Job was wrong to complain that God 
was not treating him fairly.

Then God came in a windstorm to talk to Job. God 
asked Job a lot of questions: “Where were you when I 
created the earth? Can you measure how big it is? Can 
you send out lightning bolts? Do you make horses 
strong? Does an eagle build its nest where you say?”

God said, “I made the most powerful animal in the 
world. Can you capture it? Can you catch a crocodile?”

Job realized that God is much greater than people. 
God is mighty and strong and wise. He knows how to 

The BIBLE STORY
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make the world run right. He is more powerful than things 
people think are scary. People cannot always understand 
what God is doing, but people can always trust God. 
God is good.

Job’s story ended happily. God made Job well, and Job 
became richer than he had been before. Job had more 
children. He lived a long and happy life and saw his 
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren grow up.

Christ Connection: The story of Job reminds us of Jesus. 
Jesus never sinned, but He suffered to take the punishment 
for our sin. Jesus comforts us when we suffer, and we can 
trust Him. WANT TO 

DISCOVER 
GOD’S WORD? 

GET 
MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals to 
discover that Job was 

a man who loved 
God despite hardship. 

The Bible says the 
man who fears the 
Lord is blessed, and 

he delights in His 
Word. (Ps. 1:2) Order 

in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 

individually. For 
more information, 

check out 
www.lifeway.com/

devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Job
BIBLE PASSAGE: Job 1–42
MAIN POINT: Job learned that God is in control.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 100:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because 

He is good.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect offering at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to look at the pictures and circle the 
pictures of times we can trust God.
SAY • How many pictures did you circle? We can circle all 

three pictures because we can trust God all the time. 
Whether we are in happy times, sad times, or scary 
times, we can always trust God. He is in control of 
everything!

Guess who is in control
Form a circle. Select one preschooler to be the guesser. Lead 
the guesser to close her eyes or turn away from the group 
where she cannot see. Explain that you will tap one of the 
preschoolers in the circle to be the leader. When you say, 
“Go!” all the preschoolers in the circle must copy the action 

• “Firm Foundation” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “God Is in Control” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• pencils or crayons

LOW PREP
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of the leader. The guesser will open her eyes and try to 
guess who the leader is. Select another preschooler to be the 
guesser and play again.
SAY • The leader was in control of what the group was 

doing. Sometimes it was hard to figure out who was 
in control. In today’s Bible story, some really hard 
things were happening to a man named Job. Job did 
not understand what was going on, but he learned 
that God is in control. Let’s find out what happened.

Control balls on a parachute
Spread out a parachute and guide the preschoolers to 
spread out around it. If a parachute is not available use 
a bedsheet. Place a lightweight ball in the middle of the 
parachute and invite the preschoolers to hold on tightly to 
the edge. Choose two preschoolers beside each other and 
lead the group to work together to make the ball fall off the 
parachute between those two preschoolers. When the ball 
falls off, put it back on and try to make it fall off between 
two different preschoolers. For younger preschoolers, just 
try to keep the ball on the parachute.
SAY • Keeping a ball under control on a parachute is 

challenging! Today we are going to learn about a man 
who could not control what was happening to him. 
His name was Job. Job learned that there is only One 
who is in control of everything.

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy.

• parachute
• lightweight ball
• bedsheet (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Display the controller for preschoolers to see. 
SAY • The person holding the controller controls what is 

happening on the screen. In today’s Bible story, we 
will hear about who is in control of everything. He 
doesn’t need a controller to control things!

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Job in your Bible. Invite a preschooler 
to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • All of the stories in the Bible are true stories because 

God’s words are in the Bible, and God’s words are 
always true. Today’s story is from the Book of Job.

Show the Bible story video “Job” or tell the Bible story in 
your own words using the script provided. Use the bolded 
version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Job did not understand what was going on, but Job 

learned that God is in control. Job’s story reminds 
us of Jesus. Jesus did not deserve to suffer because 
He never sinned, but Jesus did suffer to take the 

• video game controller 
or remote control 

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Job” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Job
BIBLE PASSAGE: Job 1–42
MAIN POINT: Job learned that God is in control.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 100:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because 

He is good.
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punishment for our sin. Jesus’ suffering was all part 
of God’s plan so we could be saved from sin. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What hard things happened to Job? (Robbers stole his 
animals. His children died. Job became sick.)

2. What did Job’s three friends say was happening to 
Job? (God was punishing him.) 

3. How did God talk to Job? (in a windstorm) 
4. Can people always understand what God is doing? 

(No, but they can always trust God.) 
5. How did Job’s story end? (Job was made well, he was 

richer than before, and he had more children.) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Why can we trust God? We can trust God because 

He is good. What was happening to Job did not seem 
good, but God was in control of all of it and God is 
good. When we don’t understand what God is doing, 
we can remember God is so good He sent Jesus to 
take the punishment for our sin.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Psalm 100:5. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“Yahweh Is Good.”
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God is good, and 

His love is forever. Whatever comes our way, we 
know that the God who loves us and sent His Son 
for us is in control of all of it. We can trust Him!

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Yahweh Is Good” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Job
BIBLE PASSAGE: Job 1–42
MAIN POINT: Job learned that God is in control.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 100:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because 

He is good.

Sing “God Is So Good”
Sing the classic song, “God Is So Good.” Add the following 
verse:

“ God’s in control. 
God’s in control. 
God’s in control, 
He’s so good to me.”

SAY • God is good to us. We can trust God because He is 
good. Even though Job did not understand what was 
happening to him, he never turned away from God. 
Job learned that God is in control. God is always 
working His good plan. When we don’t understand 
Him, we can still trust our good God.

Play with transportation toys
Provide an assortment of transportation toys. Identify a 
spot and invite preschoolers to drive the transportation toys 
toward it.
SAY • With real cars, trains, and boats, people control 

where they go. People know how to control them 
because people made them. God made everything, 
and He is in control of everything! Everything that 

Tip: Look up the 
song online if you 
are unfamiliar with 
the lyrics or tune.

LOW PREP

• toy  cars
• toy trains
• toy boats
• toy construction 

equipment
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happens is a part of God’s plan. Sending Jesus to 
suffer and take the punishment for our sin was all 
part of God’s good plan.

Make windsocks
Before the session, cut streamers into 2-foot lengths. Provide 
a sheet of construction paper for each child. Write the main 
point, key passage, or big picture question and answer 
on each sheet of construction paper. Invite preschoolers 
to decorate the paper with markers and stickers. Lead 
preschoolers to tape steamers along the bottom edge of 
their paper. For a cleaner look, guide the preschoolers to 
tape their streamers on the back of the paper. Form the 
construction paper into a cylinder and use tape to secure it 
in place. Punch two holes on opposite sites of the cylinder 
and tie yarn through the holes.
SAY • These windsocks remind us that God came to talk 

to Job in a windstorm. God asked Job a lot of 
questions. Job realized that God is much greater 
than people. God is mighty and strong and wise. He 
knows how to make the world run right. Job learned 
that God is in control.

Play with blocks
Invite preschoolers to free play with blocks. Review the 
Bible story as they play.
SAY • You control the blocks when you build things. You 

decide how you stack them and what block goes 
where. You don’t have complete control, though. 
Your blocks can fall down. You can run out of blocks. 
Someone can even come along and knock your 
blocks over. God has total control over everything. 

• construction paper
• tape
• crepe paper streamers
• hole punch
• yarn
• scissors
• markers
• stickers

• blocks
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God had total control over everything that happened 
to Job. Job learned that God is in control.

Encourage suffering people
Explain to the preschoolers that many people are like 
Job today. Hard things happen to people and they don’t 
understand what is going on. Brainstorm ways to encourage 
people in your church who are suffering. Identify a ministry 
your church supports and identify people in that ministry 
to encourage. You may choose to make cards to send to a 
hospital or nursing home. You may collect stuffed animals 
to give to a children’s hospital. You may record your group 
singing a song, a special message, or praying for someone 
who has recently lost a loved one.
SAY • Bad things happen in our world because of sin, but 

God is the best at turning bad things into good 
things. Job learned that God is in control. Job lost 
a lot, but God gave him back even more than he lost. 
God took the saddest thing that ever happened—
Jesus dying on the cross —and turned it into the 
best news ever—Jesus paid for our sin. Because Jesus 
suffered, we can live forever with God.

• construction paper 
(optional)

• markers (optional)
• mobile device 

(optional)
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve sliced fruit for snack. Ask preschoolers if they can 
make fruit. Affirm that only God can make fruit. Remind 
preschoolers of some of the questions God asked Job. 
Explain that Job realized God is much greater than people. 
God is mighty and strong and wise. He knows how to make 
the world run right. Job learned that God is in control.  

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of something God is in control of. Remind 
preschoolers that God is in control of everything. Pray for 
the children.
SAY • God, You are in control of everything. Even when we 

don’t understand what You are doing, remind us that 
You are good. You are so good that You sent Jesus to 
pay the punishment for our sin. Help us to turn to 
Jesus and trust Him when we go through hard times.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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Unit 12  •  Preschool Journal Page

Wisdom Literature
Key Passage: Psalm 100:5

Big Picture Question: Why can we trust God? 
We can trust God because He is good.

Session 1:  Solomon Thought About Life  
Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 
God gives us purpose. 

Session 2:   Job 
Job 1–42 
Job learned that God is in control.

Session 3:   Praises of God’s People 
Psalms 1; 100; 110 
People wrote songs to praise God.



Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 12  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

The Lord is good 
and his love 

endures forever.
Psalm 100:5



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 12  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

The Lord is good; 
his mercy is 
everlasting.

Psalm 100:5



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 12  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Yahweh is good, 
and His love is 

eternal.
Psalm 100:5



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 12  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

The Lord is good; 
his steadfast love 
endures forever.

Psalm 100:5
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Job learned that 
God is in control.
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DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 100:5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why can we trust God? We can 
trust God because He is good.

BIBLE STORY: 
JOB

• Many troubles happened to Job, 
and Job did not know why. 

• God talked to Job and Job 
learned that God is in control. 

• God gave Job back all the 
things he lost.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• Why did Job’s friends think he 
had done something wrong?   

• Think of a time something sad 
happened to someone who 
did good or something good 
happened to someone who did 
wrong.

• Name specific ways God is in 
control. 

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Identify a family in your 
community who is suffering. 
Serve them in a practical way by 
providing a meal or childcare or 
doing yard work.

• Pray for persecuted Christians 
in a particular region and the 
people who persecute them.

Preschool Activity Pages
Unit 12, Session 2

God Is in Control
INSTRUCTIONS: Circle the pictures of times we can trust God.

23
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MAIN POINT: JOB LEARNED THAT GOD IS IN CONTROL. Job
Job 1–42 24
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Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 12  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Why can we 
trust God?



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 12  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Why can we 
trust God?

We can trust 
God because  

He is good.
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