
Use Week of:

3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

When David was king, he wanted to build a temple for 
God, but God did not allow him to. “When your time 
comes and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up after 
you your descendant, who will come from your body, and 
I will establish his kingdom. He will build a house for 
My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever” (2 Sam. 7:12-13). God said King David’s son 
would build the temple.

Solomon Built the Temple

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
MAIN POINT: God chose Solomon to build a temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 92

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 94

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
3

King Solomon began to gather materials to build the 
temple. He ordered cedar and cypress timbers from 
Lebanon. He gathered 30,000 men from all of Israel as 
laborers to excavate stone and prepare the timbers for the 
temple’s construction.

The temple was impressive. The entire interior was cedar. 
King Solomon had everything covered with gold. In all, it 
took seven years for the temple to be completed. Inside the 
temple was furniture and accessories. (See 1 Kings 7:48-50.)

The time came to dedicate the temple. All of the Israelites 
gathered in Jerusalem. The priests brought the ark of the 
Lord to the most holy place, and a cloud filled the house of 
the Lord. God’s glory filled the temple.

Solomon prayed and praised God for keeping His covenant 
with David. He recognized that God is not confined to a 
temple. “Even heaven, the highest heaven, cannot contain 
You, much less this temple I have built” (1 Kings 8:27). 
Solomon’s prayer and speech was followed by a great 
offering to God.

The temple was where God met with His people, and it 
gave God’s people a more permanent place to worship Him. 
The priests followed specific instructions to approach God 
on behalf of His people. Jesus changed everything when 
He died for our sins on the cross. By taking our sin upon 
Himself, Jesus made the way for sinners to come to God.

89God All-Wise

© 2016 LifeWay



Solomon Built the Temple
1 Kings 6–8

Solomon was the king of Israel. God made Solomon a 
very wise king. One day, Solomon began to build a temple 
for God. Ever since God had saved the Israelites from 
Egypt, God had been with them in a tent. Now God 
allowed Solomon to build Him a temple.

Building a temple was a very big job! King Solomon 
had many, many men helping build the temple for God. 
The workers cut cedar logs and big stone blocks. They 
worked hard and laid the bottom of the temple. They built 
the outside of the temple.

God was happy with the temple, and He made a 
promise to Solomon: “If you obey Me and do what I say, 
I will keep the promise I made to your father, David. 
I will live among the Israelites, and I will not leave 
My people.”

The builders kept working hard to build the temple. 
They worked for seven more years, and they did a very 
good job! The temple had many rooms, and inside the 
temple were wood panels with flowers carved on them. 
King Solomon covered everything on the inside of the 
temple with pure gold. He hired some men to make 
bronze furniture for the temple, like bronze bowls for 
holding water.

Finally, the temple was ready! It was time for Solomon 
to move the ark of God into the new temple. King 
Solomon gathered the leaders of Israel. As the priests 
moved the ark and the tent of meeting, King Solomon 
and everyone who was there sacrificed sheep and cattle

The BIBLE STORY

90 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 11 • Session 3

© 2016 LifeWay



to God. There were so many sheep and cattle; no one could 
count them!

When the priests came out of the temple, the temple 
was filled by a cloud. God’s glory was in the cloud. 
Solomon said to the Israelites, “Praise God!” He also said, 
“God promised David that his son would build a temple. 
God kept His promises!”

Solomon stretched out his hands toward heaven, 
and he prayed. “There is no God like You!” Solomon 
said. Then Solomon turned toward the Israelites and 
encouraged them to love God and to do what He says. 
When the people went home, they were happy because God 
was good to them.

Christ Connection: God is holy. Only the priests could go 
into God’s special place in the temple, and they had to follow 
many rules because they were sinful. Jesus took away our sin 
when He died on the cross. When we know and love Jesus, we 
talk to God on our own.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “Wisdom.” 
Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the preschoolers 
have arrived, sing an action song such as “God’s Promises” 
to engage them and help them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY • A few weeks ago, we learned that King David wanted 

to build a temple for God, but God told David no. 
God said that David’s son would build a temple for 
God. In today’s Bible story we are going to learn 
about the beautiful temple that David’s son Solomon 
built for God.

Open your Bible to 1 Kings. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Proverbs 2:6. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible 
to the key passage. Point to the key passage as you read it 
aloud, inviting preschoolers to say each word after you.

• “Wisdom” song 
• “God’s Promises” 

song

• Bible
• “Solomon Built 

the Temple” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “The Lord Gives 

Wisdom” song

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Built the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
MAIN POINT: God chose Solomon to build a temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God.
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SAY • Our key passage tells us that God gives us wisdom 
and understanding. We can learn what it looks like 
to be wise by hearing God’s words in the Bible.

Sing the key passage song “The Lord Gives Wisdom” 
together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who can tell me our big picture question and 

answer? [Invite a preschooler to say it.] That’s right! 
Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 
from God. God gave Solomon wisdom to lead His 
people. Solomon wisely encouraged the Israelites to 
love God and to do what He says. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God chose Solomon to build a temple. The temple 

was a place people could worship God, but they 
could not meet with God face to face because they 
were sinners and God is holy. Jesus took away our 
sin when He died on the cross and came back to life. 
When we know and love Jesus, we talk to God on 
our own and one day we will live with Jesus forever.

Sing “Wisdom” and “Live to Worship You” as preschoolers 
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “With 
All My Heart.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to take away our 

sin. Because of Jesus, we can know You and talk to 
You all the time. Thank You for making a way for us 
to have a friendship with You. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• “Wisdom” song
• “Live to Worship 

You” song
• “With All My Heart” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Solomon Built the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
MAIN POINT: God chose Solomon to build a temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Work farm animal puzzles
Set out puzzles depicting farm animals including sheep and 
cows. Review the Bible story as preschoolers work.
SAY • God chose Solomon to build a temple. When the 

temple was ready, Solomon gathered all the leaders 
of Israel. Everyone who was there sacrificed so many 
sheep and cattle to God, no one could count them! 
We don’t have to sacrifice animals anymore because 
Jesus was our sacrifice when He died on the cross and 
came back to life. 

Make praise shakers
Give each preschooler two plastic cups and some beans. 
Invite preschoolers to put their beans in one cup, turn the 
other cup upside down, and place it on top. Tape the two 
cups together. Invite children to decorate their shaker with 
stickers. Children may use their shakers to make music.
SAY • God chose Solomon to build a temple. When the 

temple was complete, Solomon told the Israelites 
to praise God. God kept His promise to David that 
his son would build a temple. God kept His best 
promise of all when He sent Jesus to take away our 
sin when He died on the cross and came back to life!

• puzzles depicting 
farm animals

LOW PREP

• plastic 
cups, 2 per child

• dry beans
• tape
• stickers
• “Wisdom” song 

(optional)
• “The Lord Gives 

Wisdom” song 
(optional)
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Move “wood logs and stone blocks”
Challenge the preschoolers to pile items of differing weights 
on towels and move them across the room and back. Help 
preschoolers determine which items are heaviest. Remind 
preschoolers how builders had to move heavy stones and 
wood up the mountain to where they were building the 
temple.
SAY • God chose Solomon to build a temple. Building a 

temple was a big job! Many, many men had to work 
to move heavy cedar logs and big stone blocks.

Create block blueprints
If available, set out blueprints or house plans for 
preschoolers to examine. Demonstrate how preschoolers 
may make their own blueprint by laying a block on a sheet 
of paper and tracing it with a marker. Guide preschoolers to 
add more block tracings to their blueprints. Allow younger 
preschoolers to place and hold a block while an adult leader 
traces it.
 SAY • God chose Solomon to build a temple. Solomon 

planned and built a beautiful temple to honor God.

Make foil temples
Display the Bible story picture. Invite preschoolers to bend, 
squeeze, and shape foil to look like the temple. 
SAY • For a long time, God was with His people in a tent, 

the tabernacle. God chose Solomon to build a 
temple. The temple was a special place where God 
met with His people. 

Transition to large group closing

• towels
• items of differing 

weights

• paper
• blocks
• markers

Tip: Encourage 
preschoolers to take 
turns holding each 
other’s blocks in 
place.

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster 

• foil

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 
from God. 

2. Whom did God choose to build a temple? (God 
chose Solomon to build a temple.)

3. Before the temple, how had God been with His 
people? (in a tent, the tabernacle)

4. Was building the temple easy or hard? (It was hard; 
it took a long time and many, many men.)

5. How many sheep and cattle were offered when the 
priests moved the ark? (too many to count)

SAY • God promised David that David’s son would build 
the temple. God chose Solomon to build a temple 
for Him. Solomon built a beautiful temple for God. 
It took a lot of work and many years for the temple 
to be built. God’s glory filled the temple. God kept 
His promise to the Israelites to live among them.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Wisdom” song
• “The Lord Gives 

Wisdom” song

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Built the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
MAIN POINT: God chose Solomon to build a temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for always keeping Your promises. 
We thank You that we can come to church and 
worship You. God, show us how to be wise and love 
people the way that You love us. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about how some people who worship in 
temples do not worship the one true God. They worship 
gods who are not real. We must pray for those people and 
ask God to send people to tell them about the only real 
God. You may also show the missions video “A Day with 
Rebha.”
SAY • Life for Rebha and her family in India is probably 

very different from your life here in America, but 
one thing is the same—all of us need Jesus to be our 
Savior. Let’s pray for Rebha’s family and village. Let’s 
ask God to provide them with a working water pump 
and other things that they need. Let’s ask also God to 
give them what they need most of all—Jesus.

Draw church buildings
Invite preschoolers to draw church buildings. Explain 
to preschoolers that church buildings sometimes look 
different. Some churches have steeples. Some churches meet 
in school buildings. Some churches meet in strip malls. 
Church buildings in other countries can look very different. 
Remind preschoolers that a church is a group of people who 
know and love Jesus, not a building. 

• “A Day with Rebha” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• paper
• markers or crayons
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God All-Wise
Key Passage: Proverbs 2:6

Big Picture Question: Where does wisdom come 
from? Wisdom comes from God.

Session 1:  Solomon Asked for Wisdom  
1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15 
Solomon asked God for wisdom. 

Session 2:   Wisdom for God’s People 
Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-12; 4:10-19 
Wisdom is loving God and obeying 
His Word.

Session 3:   Solomon Built the Temple 
1 Kings 6–8 
God chose Solomon to build a temple.

Session 4:   Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom 
1 Kings 11–12 
God split Israel into two kingdoms.



Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 11  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

The Lord gives 
wisdom; from 

his mouth come 
knowledge and 
understanding.

Proverbs 2:6



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 11  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

The Lord giveth 
wisdom: out of 

his mouth cometh 
knowledge and 
understanding.

Proverbs 2:6



Key Passage (HCSB)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 11  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

The Lord gives 
wisdom; from 

His mouth come 
knowledge and 
understanding.

Proverbs 2:6
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The Lord gives 
wisdom; from 

his mouth come 
knowledge and 
understanding.

Proverbs 2:6



Main Point  •  Preschool  •  Unit 11, Session 3  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

God chose 
Solomon to build 

a temple.
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Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 11 •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Where does 
wisdom come 

from?
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Where does 
wisdom come 

from?

Wisdom comes 
from God.



Missions Prayer Cards
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards for preschoolers to take home. 

Use as directed in the Preschool Worship Guide.

A Kingdom Established
Preschool Worship Guide  •  Units 10–12
© 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print 

South Asia
South Asia includes Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Very few missionaries 
live in South Asia among its 1 billion people. Missionaries want 
to go and be Jesus’ heart, hands and voice in South Asia, 
but they need support to get there. 
Pray that God will 
send missionaries 
to these countries. 
Pray that the gospel 
will reach the many 
people groups in 
South Asia.

Nepal
Nepal is located in the Himalayan Mountains, and it is home to 
the tallest point on earth, Mount Everest. Most people who live 
in Nepal practice Hinduism; they worship many gods instead of 
the one true God. Pray 
that missionaries will 
be able to go to Nepal 
and share the good news 
about Jesus. Pray for 
the children who attend 
deaf and blind schools in 
Nepal.

Thailand
Thailand is a country in Southeast Asia. Most of the people who 
live in Thailand are Buddhists. They believe you have to work 
really hard to be a good person to reach paradise. 
Pray that God will send missionaries to tell 
the people of Thailand that Jesus did all 
the hard work for us; we only have 
to trust in Him to have life forever! 
Pray that the people of Thailand 
and the migrant workers there will 
hear and believe the good news 
about Jesus.

India
India is the largest country in South Asia. India is home to a lot 
of people, but many of these people have never heard of Jesus. 
Some of them live in places that are very hard to get to, like the 
Bedia. Many people who live in India do not have good, clean 
water to drink or nutritious food to eat. Missionaries in 
India tell people about Jesus while 
they help build wells or plant food. 
Pray for the Bedia, unreached people 
groups, and children like Rebha who 
need to know the love of Jesus.
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